
 

 

 

 
 

Mosaic 
Our new mosaic installation is taking great shape under the watchful gaze of the artist, Susan 
Warlock. Susan has been very complimentary about the children when she has been working 
with them this week and I must say that it is looking amazing. I look forward to seeing the 
installation being completed over the coming weeks. 

Adam Bushnell 
It is our special pleasure to welcome the writer and storyteller Adam Bushnell back to Ox 
Close next week. Adam will be working with all of the children and I know that they will have 
an amazing time. Experiences such as these are valuable educationally and so memorable for 
the children. It is really what life in a Primary School should be all about - high quality, 
enjoyable learning experiences. We will share some of the work that the children produce so 
that you can see the impact. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 1/2P had the highest attendance this week with 98.5% and 2 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 210 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
19 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness.  

Attendance and Punctuality Letters 
The attendance and punctuality letters were sent home last night and we have had to invite 
parents of those with concerning attendance or lateness in to discuss how we might help 
improve the situation. It is not something which I relish doing but we have no option under the 
guidelines and we must work hard to improve attendance as there is no doubt that this would 
assist with the education of the children.  

Star Radio Feature Ox Close 
Next Friday, Wes Stokes from Star Radio is visiting Ox Close to interview a number of our 
children. This is as Ox Close will soon be featured in Star Radio’s schools feature. Wes was 
keen to speak to all of our children who were nominated for Spennymoor Town Council’s 
Young Peoples Awards, as well as one or two others to give representation from across the 
school. It will be a pleasure to welcome Wes and I will let you know the details of when the 
recording will feature as soon as I find out. 

School Admissions 
The deadline for the school admissions for Reception for September in 2017 is this Sunday. 
We posted a link on our Facebook page on Wednesday. Our admission limit is 45 and we look 
forward to welcoming our new cohort to Ox Close. 

Trainee Teachers 
I would like to welcome Mr Kearney and Mr Weeks to the Ox Close team. They are part of the 
outstanding High Force SCITT programme and they have made a very positive impression in 
their first week at Ox Close. They have both written a message to introduce themselves. I 
thought that this was a lovely idea and hope that you enjoy reading them below.  
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Mr Kearney’s message 
Hello, I am Mr Kearney. After having spent this week observing lessons in school and getting 
to know the children, I am going to be working with the children in Mrs Harvey’s class for the 
next four weeks. I will be working closely with Mrs Harvey during my time here at Ox Close, 
but if you have any queries about the work your child is doing then please feel free to contact 
me in school.  

Mr Weeks 
I wanted to take the opportunity to introduce myself as a teacher in class 1/2R. Throughout my 
career, I have had the opportunity to support children in a number of capacities. This has 
included 1:1 support work, mentoring, PE teaching and specialist SEN support at an autistic 
children’s charity. From the 16th January, I will be teaching 50-60% of the curriculum under the 
close supervision of Miss Robson over the next 4 weeks. If you have any questions, you can 
contact the school or catch me at home time near the  gate. 

Parent Pay 
Could parents please try to book meals on Parent Pay on a Friday or Saturday for the 
following week, which should then enable a booking to be made that includes the Monday. 
Thank you. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisor Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clarke on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Key Stage 1 SATs meeting for parents Tuesday 17th January 2017, 5.00pm 

Class 1/2P Assembly Wednesday 1st February 2017 10.10am 

Safer Internet Day Tuesday 7th February 2017 

Class 5/6B Assembly Wednesday 8th February 2017 10.10am 

Beauty and the Beast performance  Thursday 9th February 2027 pm 

Class 3/4TH Assembly Wednesday 15th February 2017 10.10am 

School closes for half term Friday 17th February 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Monday 27th February 2017 

Jungle Book performance Thursday 2nd March 2017 am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Parent Consultations Monday 27th March 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultations (not 5/6B) Tuesday 28th March 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultations (5/6B) Wednesday 29th March 3.30-6pm 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Wednesday 5th April 2017 

School closes for Easter Friday 7th April 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the summer term Monday 24th April 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


