
 

 

 

School of the week 
 

Every morning this week, pupils from Ox Close have been hitting the airwaves as part of Star 
Radio’s school of the week feature. It has been great to hear them and I am sure that it is 
something that the pupils will never forget. Danny Richardson, Millie Cowan, Lucy Aston, 
Jessica Chan, Seth English, Max English, Katie Bland, Ella Clarke and Maddison Illingworth 
were the children that Wes worked with. It has been well deserved positive publicity for the 
school and it came about after Wes was so impressed with our nominees at the Spennymoor 
Town Council Young People’s Awards before Christmas. Spennynews are going to do a 
feature about the radio experience.  Well done to all concerned! 

It’s Up 2 U: We need you! 
Last night Miss Bowden sent a leaflet home giving information about the It’s Up 2 U event and 
our bid to raise funds for special sports equipment which we plan to use on our wonderful new 
MUGA. We are planning to use this equipment in after school and holiday clubs, which we 
would make available to children from across the town. Naturally, we would also be able to 
use it in PE. The public vote on the bids at the Leisure Centre next Saturday morning (4th 
February) between 10am and 2pm and we would really appreciate it if you could take the time 
to pop down and cast a vote for us. Miss Bowden has kindly agreed to attend as I will be 
travelling to Sheffield that day with my daughter, who is running in the Northern Athletics 
Championships. Thank you to Miss Bowden and fingers crossed for a successful bid which 
will benefit our pupils.  

Mosaic 
Our mosaics are looking fantastic and the children have thoroughly enjoyed making them. In 
addition to the three main arches, we have six mini mosaics that we will use to give more 
character to our building. I am delighted with how the mosaics have turned out and it is 
amazing that they have all resulted from designs made by the children. Susan Warlock, the 
artist, has done a terrific job and I am sure that you will be impressed when you see the work.  

School Self Review 
Our school motto is ‘Be the best that you can be’ and this applies to everyone at Ox Close, not 
just the children. We are constantly looking at the way that we organise things and at our 
provision and we will always strive to improve. I am currently analysing all aspects of school 
for a report that I will make to the Governors. We have been working with a Maths consultant 
this week and as a result we are going to reorganise some of our groupings across the school 
in order to maximise the learning potential of all children. This will take effect after half term.  

WICKED Writing Competition 
Last week’s visit from Adam Bushnell really inspired our children to write. The children are all 
going to enter an in school writing competition, which will have a boy and girl winner for each 
year group. The prizes will be signed Adam Bushnell books. In addition, the children from 
Year 1 to Year 6 are taking part in a writing competition which is organised by WICKED the 
musical. They have to write a fiction story of up to 750 words which demonstrates how they 
have been inspired to write. It is a national competition and so the standard will be very high 
but I can honestly say that the children have loved starting their stories this week. Mrs Harvey 
is going to send the entries away at half term. Good luck to everyone! 
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Parental Surveys 
As we review all aspects of school, we will undertake some more parent questionnaires. This 
was very useful for us last year and, although the feedback was very positive, there were 
areas that we looked at as a result. For example, we have implemented more modern, digital 
ways of paying for and ordering things. On that note, we are also going to try to make some of 
the surveys available online via survey monkey. More information will follow.  

Lunchtime Provision 
We recently did a survey with the pupils to see what they thought about lunchtime provision. I 
also asked the Lunchtime Supervisors to give me their thoughts. Over the coming weeks, I am 
going to look closely at the findings and think about how we can enhance our provision.  

Class 5/6B Assembly – Change of Date 
Please note the change of date from 8th February to Tuesday 7th February at 10.10am. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 5/6H had the highest attendance this week with 99.2% and 2 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 187 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
21 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness.  

Parent Pay 
Could parents please try to book meals on Parent Pay on a Friday or Saturday for the 
following week, which should then enable a booking to be made that includes the Monday. 
Thank you. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisor Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clarke on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Class 1/2P Assembly Wednesday 1st February 2017 10.10am 

Safer Internet Day Tuesday 7th February 2017 
Class 5/6B Assembly Tuesday 7th February 2017 10.10am 

Gooseberry Planet parent workshop Wednesday 8th February 2017 6pm 

Beauty and the Beast performance  Thursday 9th February 2017 pm 

Class 3/4TH Assembly Wednesday 15th February 2017 10.10am 

School closes for half term Friday 17th February 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Monday 27th February 2017 

Jungle Book performance Thursday 2nd March 2017 am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Parent Consultations Monday 27th March 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultations (not including 5/6B) Tuesday 28th March 3.30-6pm 

Class 5/6B Parent Consultations Wednesday 29th March 3.30-6pm 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Wednesday 5th April 2017 

Key Stage 1 Parent Open Morning Wednesday 5th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

Key Stage 2 Parent Open Morning Thursday 6th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 7th April 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the summer term Monday 24th April 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


