
 

 

 

It’s Up 2 U: Mission Successful 
I was delighted to hear that our bid for It’s Up 2 U funding had been successful at 
Spennymoor Leisure Centre on Saturday. There were many worthy causes and so I would like 
to thank everyone who took the time to vote for us and I would especially like to thank Miss 
Bowden for leading the bid last weekend. Hopefully, we will have access to the funding in time 
for the summer, purchase new sports equipment and then really take advantage of it in the 
summer - both in curriculum time and in holiday and after school clubs. I am especially keen 
to have multi use equipment, as well as kit for sports such as hockey which would appeal to 
both boys and girls. Well done to all concerned! 

Safer Internet Week 
We have had an excellent Safer Internet week, with several events over the past 5 days. All of 
the classes have discussed e-safety and fed back at our e-safety assembly yesterday. On 
Wednesday evening, Mr Crowther had arranged a Gooseberry Planet Parent workshop. I 
hope that all of the parents that did attend found it to be useful. 

Class 5/6B Assembly 
Class 5/6B did a great job of getting across the SMART rules about internet safety in their 
class assembly on Tuesday. Well done to Miss Bowden and all of the children. I know that the 
parents and Governors who attended were impressed by the way in which the children 
delivered such a crucial message. We also discussed how iPhones and smartphones in 
general can sometimes lead to problems due to the fact that the internet can be accessed all 
over the house and beyond, thus making it difficult to monitor as a parent. It was interesting to 
see that the majority of children, even in Year 1 and 2, had smartphones. Security settings 
and parental controls are of course a good way of controlling access and keeping the children 
safe. I am sure that everyone who was present on Tuesday learned a great deal. 
Congratulations to 5/6B once again.  

Class 3/4Th Assembly 
Class 3/4Th will be the next class to step into the limelight and perform their class assembly 
on Wednesday 15th February. The assembly will start at 10.10am and it will be great to 
welcome the parents and families of the children.  

Welcome Back Mrs Payne 
It has been great to see Mrs Payne back at school following her maternity. She is a very 
highly regarded, experienced teacher and I am sure that she will have a great impact with the 
Year 5 and 6 children over the coming weeks. Mrs Thompson has been covering Mrs Payne’s 
maternity and she will continue to teach 3/4Th up until at least Easter. Mrs Payne is working 
with Year 5 and 6 for the time being, which is allowing us to make 4 groups across those 
Years 5 and 6 for Maths and English. 

Relax Kids Workshops 
On Wednesday morning, we had a terrific response from over 30 parents who attended a 
Relax Kids session with Debra Forth. Debra gave the parents a valuable insight into the work 
that she is doing with some of our children every week. Relax Kids has certainly been a huge 
success so far. 

Book Fair – 27th February to 1st March 
Letters are going out with this newsletter showing the time your child’s class will be visiting the 
Book Fair. We look forward to seeing you there.  
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Garden Song 
Brendon Renwick is delighted with the progress that has been made by the Year 3 children 
that he has worked with in the Community Garden over the past fortnight. He is using the 
garden to stimulate discussion and generate some ideas for a song. We are hoping that those 
ideas and the song will be completed next week, which will allow Brendon to work on the CD 
over half term.  

Beauty and the Beast 
Yesterday the children were entertained by M and M productions and their performance of 
Beauty and the Beast. It was a show which had a modern twist, with a number of sing a long 
tunes and the children thoroughly enjoyed it. We pay far in excess of our pirate sponsorship 
money on the pantomimes that we have in school but we can say that part of the bill for the 
pantomimes comes through pirate sponsorship. The Jungle Book is our next performance, 
after half term. Hopefully, we will raise enough funds next year to be able to have at least 2 
performances by theatre companies as the children thoroughly enjoy them.  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 1/2R had the highest attendance this week with 100% and 1 class was perfectly 
punctual. 186 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
18 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness.  

Parent Pay 
Could parents please try to book meals on Parent Pay on a Friday or Saturday morning for the 
following week, which should then enable a booking to be made that includes the Monday. 
Thank you. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Class 3/4TH Assembly Wednesday 15th February 2017 10.10am 

School closes for half term Friday 17th February 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Monday 27th February 2017 

Jungle Book performance Thursday 2nd March 2017 am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Parent Consultations Monday 27th March 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultations (not including 5/6B) Tuesday 28th March 3.30-6pm 

Class 5/6B Parent Consultations Wednesday 29th March 3.30-6pm 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Wednesday 5th April 2017 

Key Stage 1 Parent Open Morning Wednesday 5th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

Key Stage 2 Parent Open Morning Thursday 6th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 7th April 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the summer term Monday 24th April 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


