
 

 

 

Behaviour Awards 
Today we have held our Behaviour Awards and it is always fabulous to celebrate the very 
positive behaviour that is so prominent at Ox Close. The vast majority of our pupils behave in 
an exemplary manner and this is so important. Visitors to the school, such as Phil Mason on 
Monday this week and Governors last week, often comment upon the excellent behaviour. It is 
also very clear whenever we have class assemblies. Positive behaviour allows for the best 
possible conditions for learning and we are fully committed to maintaining the highest of 
standards of behaviour at Ox Close. Well done to all of the children who have been 
acknowledged for their exemplary behaviour today. 

Parents in School 
I am a big believer in working closely in partnership with parents and that is why we offer so 
many opportunities for parents to come into school. Recently, we have had a Reception open 
morning, several class assemblies, an e-safety workshop, a Relax Kids open session and 
many other events. It is always very pleasing to see a positive response by parents to these 
opportunities as we look to work in the best interests of the children.  

Class 3/4Th Assembly 
Class 3/4Th took us to France with their excellent class assembly on Wednesday. Their acting 
and language was fabulous and I know that they impressed the audience very much! Well 
done to 3/4Th and Mrs Thompson. 

Library 
Governors last night agreed to authorise our plans to install a Junior Librarian iCloud and a 
finger print scanner. This will really help us to make a success of our new library, which we 
continue to renovate. Mr Cooper is doing an excellent job and I would like to place on record 
my thanks to him.  

Relax Kids 
Relax Kids continues to be very popular with the children and I have talked to Debra Forth 
about extending it at Ox Close. I believe that the well-being and positive mental health of 
young people is a very big issue and one which all schools need to look at carefully.  

Book Fair – 27th February to 1st March 
Letters went out last week showing the time your child’s class will be visiting the Book Fair. 
We look forward to seeing you there.  
Garden Song 
Brendon Renwick reported that the Year 3 children who worked with him on the Garden Song 
produced some fantastic description and language. I look forward to hearing the final product 
after half term.  

Pirate Reward Trip 
Yesterday children from Yellow house visited the Leisure Centre as a reward for being the 
team with the most golden coins. These coins are awarded for good work. I know that they all 
had a great and very energetic time. The visit was paid for out of Pirate sponsorship money 
and some of that money will also go towards the Jungle Book production which we host in the 
first week after half term.  
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Lunchtime Play 
Last night Governors approved my plan for outdoor play on a lunch time. This will involve the 
children having access to the field on a regular basis. We are enlisting the expertise of an 
outdoor learning expert, who will train lunchtime supervisors, train up a children’s Play Council 
and hold an open event for parents. He will also design various activities that the children can 
do which will encourage team building and problem solving. We plan to have this programme 
fully up and running after Easter. Watch this space!  

Key Steps Gymnastics 
Well done to all of the children who took part in the Key Steps gymnastics event at the Pink 
Gym on Tuesday and thank you to Mrs Simpson and Miss Cox for coaching the children.  

Child Care 
Oxclose Nursery offer excellent wraparound childcare and this is a service that many of our 
parents use. After normal school hours, cars do access the site and I would ask parents just to 
keep a close eye on the children as they are leaving childcare and walking across the car 
park. We have 5mph signs up but unfortunately some drivers do not pay heed to the signs!  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Classes 1/2R, 3/4Th and 3/4C had the highest attendance this week with 100% and 1 class 
was perfectly punctual. 96 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed 
as persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Currently, 13 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new 
Government measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for 
concern at the end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up 
on persistent lateness.  

Parent Pay 
Could parents please try to book meals on Parent Pay on a Friday or Saturday morning for the 
following week, which should then enable a booking to be made that includes the Monday. 
Thank you. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
School closes for half term Friday 17th February 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Monday 27th February 2017 

Jungle Book performance Thursday 2nd March 2017 am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Parent Consultations Monday 27th March 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultations (not including 5/6B) Tuesday 28th March 3.30-6pm 

Class 5/6B Parent Consultations Wednesday 29th March 3.30-6pm 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Wednesday 5th April 2017 

Key Stage 1 Parent Open Morning Wednesday 5th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

Key Stage 2 Parent Open Morning Thursday 6th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 7th April 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the summer term Monday 24th April 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


