
 

 

 

Welcome Back 
I would like to welcome everyone back to school following the recent half term break. It has 
been a very busy week in school and an extremely positive one. On Monday in assembly I 
outlined many of the exciting things that we have planned for over the rest of the academic 
year. I also re-emphasised that we have the highest expectations of behaviour and that 
excellent behaviour is a requirement for the children in order to access these many exciting 
activities.  

World Book Day 
We have enjoyed many Literary themed activities this week to mark World Book Day. The 
ever popular Book Fair has been in school and there was a very pleasing response. I have 
spent most of this week on the telephone dealing with other agencies and issues and so only 
managed to see the Book Fair fleetingly but I know that Miss Readman feels that it was a 
success. Thank you to Miss Readman for organising the Book Fair. We also had an 
overwhelming response from parents yesterday when we welcomed them to school to read 
with their child to mark World Book Day. There must have been well over 150 parents in 
school, which is incredible. The children looked amazing in their costumes and, overall, it was 
a very successful afternoon. Thank you to all of the parents who were able to make it to 
school for these events.  

Garden Song 
Brendon Renwick and his group of Year 3 children have now finished their song about our 
Community Garden. We are holding an assembly on Monday 13th March in which we will 
launch the song and the group will also share what they have done in the project with the 
whole school. 

Teacher Training 
On Wednesday, we hosted 27 teachers from 16 different schools as we held training on how 
to use the outdoors to inspire and impact upon learning. Sam Jackson, who works as our 
‘Outdoor Consultant’ through Sc.out.ed, carried out the training. Karen, our cook, provided the 
buffet, which was extremely well received and so I would like to thank her for doing such a 
wonderful job. The training went down extremely well and the teachers were amazed at our 
facilities, including the outdoor classroom in the Community Garden. We also felt the benefit 
of the new heating that we have had installed when Sam and I managed to locate the 
thermostat! Sam did a fantastic job and our share of the proceeds from the course will be 
reinvested in our children, which is terrific news. 

Library Boxes 
Since September, ten of our Year 6 children have been working very hard to design outdoor 
library boxes.  Our designs were taken away, and the shells were constructed by adults with 
additional needs.  This week, Mrs Harvey was lucky enough to join the team on their first visit 
to the centre whilst the children started painting their boxes.  The children were a credit to our 
school and their families as their behaviour, manners and attitude were impeccable! The team 
will return for their second visit on Wednesday 15th March.  We are all very eager to see the 
end product.  

Red Nose Day 
On 24th March children can come to school in non-uniform for Red Nose Day. The theme is 
‘Make your Laugh Matter’ so they can wear funny clothes etc. and bring a £1 donation. From 
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Monday we will be selling Red Nose Day pens for £1 each, which are sponsored by Ryman 
Stationers. There are 3 designs on sale: Snorcerer, Sniffer and DJ Boogie. 

Proms Event 
We are very lucky to have been offered tickets to attend the Music for Youth Primary Proms 
concert at the Durham Gala Theatre on Wednesday 8th March 2017.  All of the pupils from 
years 3, 4, 5 as well as children who play brass instruments in year 6 brass have been chosen 
to attend.  This will be a very exciting experience. The concert will include performances from 
talented children including East Herrington Primary Academy Choir (aged 8-11), Clarinetix 
(aged 11-19), Egglescliffe Chamber Choir (aged 14-18) and Houghton Area Youth Band 
(aged 7-21).  We hope that the children will enjoy this visit. If you haven’t done so already, 
please pay £3.50 towards the transport costs. Children will need a packed lunch. 
Child Care 
Oxclose Nursery offer excellent wraparound childcare and this is a service that many of our 
parents use. After normal school hours, cars do access the site and I would ask parents just to 
keep a close eye on the children as they are leaving childcare and walking across the car 
park. We have 5mph signs up but unfortunately some drivers do not pay heed to the signs!  

School Improvement 
We are continually looking to review and improve provision at Ox Close. Education does not 
stand still and we all strive to follow the school mantra of ‘Be the best you can be’. Over the 
following 2 weeks, we will be observing teaching, looking at books, and talking to staff and 
children. This will feed into our School Evaluation which we will complete with Governors in a 
few weeks time. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 5/6B had the highest attendance this week with 100% and 2 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 214 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
13 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness.  

Parent Pay 
Parent Pay is now widely used across schools across the county and Parent Pay have been 
nominated by the County Council as their preferred provider for online payments. Mrs Smart 
works really hard to ensure that the system works for us but does have difficulties each week 
in that a significant proportion of meals are not booked. We clearly cannot allow the children to 
go hungry and so please could parents try to book meals on Parent Pay on a Friday or 
Saturday morning for the following week, which should then enable a booking to be made that 
includes the Monday. Thank you. 

Parental Support - If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support 

Advisors Susan Colclough on 07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Parent Consultations Monday 27th March 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultations (not including 5/6B) Tuesday 28th March 3.30-6pm 

Class 5/6B Parent Consultations Wednesday 29th March 3.30-6pm 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Wednesday 5th April 2017 

Key Stage 1 Parent Open Morning Wednesday 5th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

Key Stage 2 Parent Open Morning Thursday 6th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 7th April 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the summer term Monday 24th April 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 


