
 

 

 

Jungle Book 
Last week I mentioned that we had enjoyed several activities to mark World Book Day. We 
also hosted a performance of the Jungle Book last Thursday and the children thoroughly 
enjoyed this. It was the 3rd performance by a theatre company that the children have 
experienced this academic year. We thoroughly believe in the arts and in providing 
educational enrichment for the children. Proceeds from the pirate sponsorship money do not 
entirely cover the costs of these activities but they do help us along. 

Garden Song 
On Monday we will reveal our Garden Song to the whole school during assembly. This project 
has involved some Year 3s, who have worked alongside Brendon Renwick on aspects of 
language and then song writing. I look forward to hearing the final product! 

Proms Event 
Many of our Key Stage 2 pupils had the pleasure of attending the Proms Event which was 
organised by the Durham Music Service at the Gala Theatre on Wednesday. I received very 
positive reports about both the performance and the behaviour and conduct of our pupils. Mrs 
Harvey and Ox Close also get a mention in the Durham Music Service brochure, which went 
out to all Durham schools this week.  

India Day 
Yesterday, we held an India Day in school for Years 5 and 6 as part of their topic and of our 
British Values focus. The children absolutely loved cooking, dancing, the henna patterns and 
learning a little about the different religions that are practised in India. Reception children also 
enjoyed the dance performance that the Year 5 and 6 produced. 

Fire Brigade 
Next week, Reception will receive a visit from the Fire Brigade. This is part of the curriculum 
and helps the children to understand about people in the community who help to keep us safe. 
I know that the visits are always very popular and I am sure that the children will love the 
experience.  

PCSO Visits to Year 6 
Another service that helps us to stay safe is the police force. This week 2 of our PCSOs, Sam 
and Craig, came in and worked with Year 5 and 6 about cyber bullying.  

Class 3/4C Assembly 
On Wednesday, 3/4C will step into the limelight as they perform their class assembly at 
10.10am. I am sure that we will have as large an audience as ever and that the children will 
thoroughly enjoy the assembly. We have had terrific class assemblies this year and there has 
been fabulous variety in the topics covered. Good luck to 3/4C! 

Parents Evenings 
Parents Evenings are scheduled to take place in the week beginning 27th March. A text 
message including the link to book your appointment will go out on Monday. If you have any 
issues, please contact Miss Readman in the office. 

Red Nose Day 
On 24th March children can come to school in non-uniform for Red Nose Day. The theme is 
‘Make your Laugh Matter’ so they can wear funny clothes etc. and bring a £1 donation. We 
are now selling Red Nose Day pens for £1 each, which are sponsored by Ryman Stationers. 
There are 3 designs on sale: Snorcerer, Sniffer and DJ Boogie. 
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School Improvement: Parental Surveys 
We are continually looking to review and improve provision at Ox Close. Education does not 
stand still and we all strive to follow the school mantra of ‘Be the best you can be’. An 
important part of this process is to consult with parents. Last year we were delighted with the 
responses and following the survey we acted upon the findings and invested in systems which 
are intended to make it easier for parents to communicate with the school. These have 
included Parent Pay and online bookings for parent evenings. We have also moved across to 
Tesco for uniform orders to make this process easier. This year we are going to attempt to 
consult with parents via survey monkey and we are just about ready to go live with this.  

Dropping off Times 
Some children are arriving outside the school gates from 8.15am onwards. They are offsite 
and unsupervised. In the interests of the safety of all of the children, please ensure they don’t 
arrive too early. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class RS had the highest attendance this week with 100% and 1 class was perfectly punctual. 
212 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 14 children have 
attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government measures, 
schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the end of terms 
when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent lateness.  

Parent Pay 
Parent Pay is now widely used across schools across the county and Parent Pay have been 
nominated by the County Council as their preferred provider for online payments. Mrs Smart 
works really hard to ensure that the system works for us but does have difficulties each week 
in that a significant proportion of meals are not booked. We clearly cannot allow the children to 
go hungry and so please could parents try to book meals on Parent Pay on a Friday or 
Saturday morning for the following week, which should then enable a booking to be made that 
includes the Monday. Soon the new Summer menu will go live and you will be able to book 
meals ahead for after the Easter holidays. There will then be four main meal choices instead 
of three.Thank you for your support. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Samsons Shoes 5/6H & 5/6B Stadium of Light Tuesday 21st March 2017 

Parent Consultations (not including 5/6H) Monday 27th March 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultations (not including 5/6B, 5/6S) Tuesday 28th March 3.30-6pm 

Class 5/6B, 5/6H, 5/6S Parent Consultations Wednesday 29th March 3.30-6pm 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Wednesday 5th April 2017 

Key Stage 1 Parent Open Morning Wednesday 5th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

Key Stage 2 Parent Open Morning Thursday 6th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 7th April 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the summer term Monday 24th April 2017 

Year 6 SATs Week beginning 8th May 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Year 6 Kingsway Residential Monday 26th to Friday 30th June 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


