
 

 

 

Class 3/4C Assembly 
Class 3/4C and Mrs Cox performed a brilliant assembly to an audience of over 50 family 
members on Wednesday. The subject was Science and the children were enthralled by the 
performance and especially by the experiments. We even had some audience participation 
from parents! I noticed just how captivated the children were when the experiments were 
carried out. Well done to all concerned! 

British Science Week 
The assembly was timed to coincide with this week as it has been British Science Week. Mrs 
Cox has organised demonstrations and experiments for children right across the school. I am 
sure that they have all enjoyed it and learned a lot too. The message is that Science is 
everything and all around us. If we can interest the children at an early age, then this gives 
them a great platform for when they move on to secondary school. Thank you to Mrs Cox. 

Garden Song 
Well done to the Year 3s who have been working with the musician and teacher Brendon 
Renwick. The project was intended to further extend their language and writing through the 
stimulus of our amazing Community Garden. On Monday, they performed their song and story 
about the Community Garden to the whole school and they received a copy of the CD from 
Brendon. Congratulations to them all! 

Library Boxes 
On Wednesday, I had the pleasure of going to see some of our Year 6 team in action as they 
decorated their Library boxes at the site of the former Fire Station in Ferryhill. They look terrific 
and I look forward to them being installed around the site soon. 

School Improvement 
We are continually looking to review and improve provision at Ox Close. Education does not 
stand still and we all strive to follow the school mantra of ‘Be the best you can be’. Along with 
Miss Bowden, other senior leaders, Governors and the Local Authority Education 
Development Partner, I have been monitoring teaching and learning through analysis of books 
and lessons. It has been excellent to see how hard the staff and the children are working and 
the picture is very positive.  

Questionnaires 

As part of the above process, we have been doing questionnaires with children and staff. We 
also value parental feedback as we strive to try to improve. This year we are issuing the 
questionnaires via surveymonkey but will also have paper copies for those who request them 
via the school office. I am hoping that the survey will go live today.  

Easter Journey 
On Tuesday, our Year 5s visited the Easter Journey exhibition at the Trinity Methodist Church. 
I know that the children enjoyed the experience and that the feedback from our staff was that 
the event was a big success. One of the organisers, Phil Mason, popped into school and 
praised the conduct of our pupils. This was pleasing as the exhibition will be visited by many 
different schools and time and time again our children emerge with credit. 

Red Nose Day 
On 24th March children can come to school in non-uniform for Red Nose Day. The theme is 
‘Make your Laugh Matter’ so they can wear funny clothes etc. and bring a £1 donation. The 
Red Nose Day pens, which are sponsored by Ryman Stationers, are selling fast at £1 each. 
Please buy soon to avoid disappointment.  
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School Extension: Tours 
I am aware that many parents will not have had the opportunity to see the magnificent new 
extension that we had built last summer and officially opened in November. If you would like a 
tour, then I would be more than happy to show you around. Please could anyone who is 
interested contact the office. I will then check my diary and try to organise some group tours 
over the coming weeks. Thank you. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Classes RS and 3/4C had the highest attendance this week with 100% and 4 classes were 
perfectly punctual. 139 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
12 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness. On a positive note, 130 children have currently been at school every day from 
January 4th onwards. I promised a reward for those who managed 100% over the spring term 
and we are busy trying to arrange something. Watch this space! 

Parent Pay 
Parent Pay is now widely used across schools across the county and Parent Pay have been 
nominated by the County Council as their preferred provider for online payments. Mrs Smart 
works really hard to ensure that the system works for us but does have difficulties each week 
in that a significant proportion of meals are not booked. We clearly cannot allow the children to 
go hungry and so please could parents try to book meals on Parent Pay on a Friday or 
Saturday morning for the following week, which should then enable a booking to be made that 
includes the Monday. The new Summer menu is now live and you can book meals  for after 
the Easter holidays up to July. Next term there are four main meal choices instead of three. 
Dinner forms went out this week which you can return to school if you are unable to book 
meals online. Thank you for your support. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Class 3/4Th Indian Dance Show Monday 20th March 2017 - 2.50pm 

Samsons Shoes 5/6H & 5/6B Stadium of Light Tuesday 21st March 2017 

Parent Consultations (not including 5/6H) Monday 27th March 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultations (not including 5/6B, 5/6S) Tuesday 28th March 3.30-6pm 

Class 5/6B, 5/6H, 5/6S Parent Consultations Wednesday 29th March 3.30-6pm 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Wednesday 5th April 2017 

Key Stage 1 Parent Open Morning Wednesday 5th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

Key Stage 2 Parent Open Morning Thursday 6th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 7th April 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the summer term Monday 24th April 2017 

May Day Holiday Monday 1st May 2017 

Year 6 SATs Week beginning 8th May 2017 

School closes for half term Friday 26th May 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 6th June 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Year 6 Kingsway Residential Monday 26th to Friday 30th June 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


