
 

 

 

Outdoor Play: Parents Seminar (Monday 24th April, 9.10am) 
We are continuing to try to improve our lunchtime provision and I am delighted to announce 
that Chris Baker, who works with Sam Jackson at Sc.out.ed, will be implementing a whole 
range of Forest School type lunchtime activities in the summer term. I am keen for parents to 
be made aware of the plans, which will involve the need for wellies and outdoor clothes. On 
the first Monday back after Easter, Chris is going to host a parent seminar, which will give 
parents information about the initiative. Parents are invited to attend at 9.10am and the 
session will take place in the hall. We are also inviting parents to attend at 9.10am on 
Tuesday 25th April to try out some of the outdoor activities for themselves. It would be great to 
see parents there. Lunch staff are having a training session on Monday and we will also 
interview some Year 5s and elect some as Play Councillors. The Play Councillors will have a 
major role in the running of the initiative. Over the course of the week, we will trial various 
activities. We aim to implement the plan fully for all children after summer half term at the 
beginning of June. 

School Council: Parliament Visit Cancelled 
We value the role of our School Councillors and we had organised for them to visit the Houses 
of Parliament in May. After the terrible events in London on Wednesday, I have decided to 
cancel the visit. It is a big shame but I don’t feel that we can take the risk of making such a 
visit under current circumstances. 

Parent Surveys 
Thank you to those parents who have responded to our parent surveys on Survey Monkey. I 
do look at all suggestions and we note the comments with regard to after school clubs for girls 
and also the possibility of some parent and child meals. We will analyse the surveys closely 
and feed those into our School Evaluation and School Improvement Plan. Similarly, we will 
pick out key points from pupil and staff surveys. 

Mobile Phones 
From time to time, older children might need to bring their mobile phone into school. This is an 
emergency measure as we do not allow phones into school for a number of reasons. I am 
sure that parents understand that the school can accept no liability for any damage to the 
phones, which have to be stored in the office cupboard anyway. Should your child travel home 
independently and need to contact you after school then that’s absolutely fine. However, in 
general we would prefer that mobile phones were not brought in unless it is absolutely 
necessary. After Easter, we will introduce a system where parents complete a form if they do 
wish for their child to bring their phone into school. Thank you for your support in this matter. 

Parent Consultations 
Next week, we are hosting parent consultations for the vast majority of the pupils. I am sure 
that you will find them useful. Mrs Harvey has been absent due to illness and, although we are 
hoping that she will soon return, we have postponed her sessions until she is feeling fully 
recovered. Parents evenings are always well attended and thank you for supporting your 
children by attending. 

Indian Dance Show 3/4Th 
Mrs Thompson’s class performed their Indian Dance to their parents this week. I popped in to 
the hall and I was very impressed with the efforts that the children made. They have been 
working with a teacher from the Joanne Banks School of Dance over recent weeks. Well done 
to them all. 
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Year 6  
Our Year 6 children have been working hard as their SATs tests approach. We now have only 
4 school weeks until the tests and they will creep up very quickly due to the fact that Easter is 
so late this year. Due to this, I have been discussing the possibility of having a couple of days 
in Easter when we open the school and have mornings where we offer some practice for the 
children. The staff will get a feel for this when they meet with parents next week. We are 
always keen to ensure that we have a good balance and the children have had a broad and 
balanced curriculum throughout the year. I also do not believe in sending home mountains of 
homework over the Easter period but feel that this may be something worthwhile offering as a 
non-compulsory option. Further details will follow if we plan to go ahead. 

Red Nose Day 
So far we have raised £267 for Red Nose Day by selling the Ryman Stationery pens. We will 
let you know the final figure raised for this worthy cause next week. Thank you to everyone 
who has contributed and for the tremendous effort made with the superb outfits today. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 1/2R had the highest attendance this week with 99.3% and 1 class was perfectly 
punctual. 286 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
13 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness. On a positive note, 122 children have currently been at school every day from 
January 4th onwards. I promised a reward for those who managed 100% over the spring term 
and we are busy trying to arrange something. Watch this space! 

Parent Pay 
Please could parents try to book meals on Parent Pay on a Friday or Saturday morning for the 
following week. The new Summer menu is now live and you can book meals for after the 
Easter holidays up to July. Next term there are four main meal choices instead of three. 
Dinner forms went out last week which you can return to school if you are unable to book 
meals online. Thank you for your support. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Parent Consultations Monday 27th March 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultations (not including RB, 5/6B, 5/6S) Tuesday 28th March 3.30-6pm 

Classes RB, 5/6B and 5/6S Parent Consultations Wednesday 29th March 3.30-6pm 

Key Stage 1 Parent Open Morning Wednesday 5th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Wednesday 5th April 2017 Rec & KS1 3.30-4.30,  
KS2 5.00-6.30pm 

Key Stage 2 Parent Open Morning Thursday 6th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 7th April 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the summer term Monday 24th April 2017 

Parent Workshop: Lunchtime Outdoor Learning Monday 24th April 2017, 9.10am 

Parent Taster : Lunchtime Outdoor Learning Tuesday  25th April 2017, 9.10am 

May Day Holiday Monday 1st May 2017 

Year 6 SATs Week beginning 8th May 2017 

School closes for half term Friday 26th May 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 6th June 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Year 6 Kingsway Residential Monday 26th to Friday 30th June 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 


