
 

 

 

Parental Consultations 
This week we have had the parental consultations and these have been as well attended as 
ever. The link between home and school is absolutely vital. It was lovely to see parents 
around school and the parents that I spoke to found it to be very useful. In the absence of Mrs 
Harvey through illness, Miss Bowden is holding a Parents Evening for Mrs Harvey’s Year 6 
children on Thursday 6th April. We are unsure of when Mrs Harvey will be well enough to 
return but we will hold a Parents Evening for her Year 5s after Easter irrespective of whether 
she has returned to school by then.  

Year 6 
Our Year 6 children continue to work really hard as we approach the Easter break. We are 
pleased with how hard they are trying and the children and staff are working hard together as 
they have done all year. Mrs Harvey’s absence has meant that I have been directly involved in 
working with some of the children and I must say that it has been very enjoyable. As I 
mentioned last week, the SATs tests are in the 3rd week after the Easter holidays, something 
which is almost unprecedented. The proposed Easter school will be open to all Year 6s and 
would be for only one morning of the holiday per child. It is in no way compulsory, it is merely 
an added optional extra and we fully understand that some pupils will not be able to attend 
due to holidays etc. This is not a problem and if those children would like the materials from 
the Easter school then they are most welcome to them. I am grateful to staff who are willing to 
give up some of their holidays without extra pay and I am sure that most parents appreciate 
this. All of the Year 6 children will receive a small amount of homework for over Easter, some 
of which will be essential and some of which will be optional. It is just as important that the 
children have some down time over the holidays. Miss Bowden will send home a letter with 
information for Year 6 parents soon. 

Yard Markings 
On Wednesday, line markings were finally put on to the school yard. Miss Smith, who leads 
the School Council, organised a consultation with the children to see what they would like on 
the yard. I look forward to seeing them play on the yard and enjoy the new provision.  

Parent Mornings 

Next week, we have 2 Parent Open Mornings and letters have been sent home giving further 
details of these. On Wednesday morning, Key Stage 1 parents will be welcomed into school, 
while on Thursday morning Key Stage 2 parents will have their opportunity. EYFS Superhero 
day is on Wednesday .  EYFS are being sponsored to dress up and take part in Superhero 
activities with their buddies and Mr Football. 

Easter Activities 
Although we will continue to be busy and working next week, we will also be running our usual 
Easter egg decorating competition. Reception are decorating their eggs with parents in our 
studio on Monday and Tuesday, while the rest of the school has their egg decorating day on 
Tuesday. Hays Travel have kindly agreed to sponsor the events once again and they will 
attend our prize giving assembly on Friday morning. Ox Close Friends are hosting their Easter 
Party and disco on Wednesday evening. Tickets are £3 from the school office. 

Red Nose Day 
We raised an amazing £499 for Red Nose Day with £232 from non-uniform donations plus 
£267 from sales of the Ryman Stationery pens. Thank you to all who contributed. 
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Autism Awareness 
This week is Autism Awareness Week and the whole school has been learning about Autism. 
Miss Smith held a whole school assembly where children discussed what Autism is. All of the 
adults were impressed with children's thoughtful, sensitive responses and how understanding 
they were. During the assembly, children learnt more about how children with Autism might 
have sensory sensitivity and how we can all be more supporting and understanding of this i.e. 
by thinking about the noises we make. All classes will be taking part in lessons for Autism 
Awareness Week and children will be learning about Autism in fun, imaginative lessons and 
activities. It is important that children understand Autism as they grow up so it will equip them 
to accept and empathise with autistic people. 

Pirate Reward Trip 
The Pirate Reward Trip will take place on Thursday afternoon. It is always a very popular 
event and we hope to attract enough sponsorship to continue with this in the next academic 
year.  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 5/6H had the highest attendance this week with 100% and no classes were perfectly 
punctual. 248 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
14 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness.  

Parent Pay Meal Bookings 
The new Summer menu is now live and you can book meals for after the Easter holidays up to 
July. Next term there are four main meal choices instead of three. When going into bookings it 
lets you complete until 7th April. To book after this you have to save your selections, then exit. 
You choose make or view bookings again but have to use the drop down box to select a date 
after Easter, you can then complete until 22nd May. You have to save these, then go out 
again. This time you have to choose a week from the drop down box after half term to allow 
you to choose until the summer holidays. If you are unable to book meals online, please 
return completed dinner forms to the school office on Monday so that Mrs Smart can 
book them for you and the cook can then order food for after Easter. Thank you for your 
support. 

Parental Support - If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support 

Advisors Susan Colclough on 07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Key Stage 1 Parent Open Morning Wednesday 5th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Wednesday 5th April 2017 Rec & KS1 3.30-4.30,  
KS2 5.00-6.30pm 

Key Stage 2 Parent Open Morning Thursday 6th April 2017 9.30 – 11.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 7th April 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the summer term Monday 24th April 2017 

Parent Workshop: Lunchtime Outdoor Learning Monday 24th April 2017, 9.10am 

Parent Taster : Lunchtime Outdoor Learning Tuesday  25th April 2017, 9.10am 

May Day Holiday Monday 1st May 2017 

Year 6 SATs Week beginning 8th May 2017 

School closes for half term Friday 26th May 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 6th June 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Year 6 Kingsway Residential Monday 26th to Friday 30th June 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Tuesday 4th July 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 
 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 


