
 

 

 

Happy Holidays 
Tonight we break up for Easter after what has been an exceptionally long spring term. This is 
due to the fact that Good Friday and Easter Sunday are later than over recent years. It has 
been a very busy time and the children and staff have worked hard over the term. I hope that 
you all have a lovely Easter break and we look forward to welcoming the children back to 
school on Monday 24th April.  

Parent Governor Vacancy 
A Parent Governor vacancy will arise soon and I would like to ask anyone who may be 
interested in the vacancy to express an interest either by phone or at the school office in 
the first week back at school. We will send a reminder text after the holidays.  The vacancy 
will arise as the term of office of one of our Parent Governor’s will expire. While the Governor 
in question is entitled to put themselves forward for re-election, we would also love to discuss 
the vacancy and the role of Governor with any interested parties. The protocol is that all 
interested parents to have a 1-2-1 with Head/chair and then decide if they wish to put 
themselves forward by Friday 12th May. If there is then more than one interested party, then 
an election will follow. The Governing Body is very strong and it plays a very important role in 
the life of the school. It is also likely that the school will have an OFSTED inspection at some 
point over the next year and so Governors will be crucial in this too. 

MUGA 
This week we have finally been able to organise a rota for the Multi Use Games Area 
(MUGA). This is as we have employed an extra lunchtime supervisor and the land around the 
MUGA has also dried out. I know that the extra space has already made a difference and 
that’s before we have received and spent the money that we won at the Its Up 2 U event in 
February.  

Staff Development 
We are proud of our record in staff development, something which is reflected in the school’s 
Investors in People Gold status. Two weeks ago Mrs Shepherd delivered the Geography 
provision for the High Force SCITT trainee teachers, while Miss Robson delivered RE on the 
same course this week. Prior to that, Miss Smith had trained the teachers in Special Needs, 
while Mrs Phillips is also involved in Maths. Mrs Shepherd, Mrs Harvey and I are also involved 
with Durham University in Humanities and Modern Foreign Languages. Miss Bowden also 
trains the leaders of tomorrow through her delivery on the NPQML and NPQSL. It is terrific for 
Ox Close to have such a talented and dedicated team of teachers and this can only be of 
benefit to the children.  

Parent Mornings 

This week we have had opportunities for parents to come into school and visit classrooms and 
work with children. On Monday and Tuesday Reception children loved working with their 
parents while KS1 parents came in on Wednesday morning and KS2 on Thursday.  

Easter Activities 
We have enjoyed a very busy week of Easter activities, with egg jarping, egg decorating, the 
Eggs Factor and our Easter Party and Disco, which were kindly organised by the Ox Close 
Friends. I would also like to thank Gary Turnbull for providing an excellent disco.  Hays Travel 
generously agreed to sponsor the events once again and they attended our prize giving 
assembly this morning. 

Pirate Reward Trip - The Pirate Reward trip took place yesterday afternoon. Well done to 

Gruesome Granville, the Green team.  
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Dance Festival 
Mrs Simpson and Miss Cox took a group of our Year 5 and 6 dancers to the SSP Dance 
Festival at Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre on Tuesday afternoon. The staff reported how well 
the children had conducted themselves and I know that their dance won praise for the fact that 
it was a little different to most of the others. Well done to all concerned! 

Outdoor Play Initiative 
Parents are invited to our Outdoor Play seminars with Chris Baker of Sc.out.ed when we 
return from Easter. One will take place on Monday 24th April at 9.10am and the other takes 
place on Tuesday 25th April, also at 9.10am. Lunchtime supervisors are also receiving training 
on this on the Monday and we are hoping to have our Year 5 Play Leaders in place as well as 
trialling our activities. We hope to have all of the equipment and the storage purchased so that 
we can fully implement the initiative by June. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Classes 5/6H and 5/6B had the highest attendance this week with 100% and 1 class was 
perfectly punctual. 192 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
14 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness.  

Attendance Awards 
We are delighted to announce that an amazing 108 pupils have been present every single day 
this term. That is an incredible achievement. I thought long and hard and have decided that 
these children should have the reward of being the first children to try out our new outdoor 
play initiative when we trial it in the week after the Easter holidays. All of the children who 
have achieved this wonderful attendance feat will receive a letter tonight which gives them 
further details. Well done to all concerned! 

Parent Pay Meal Bookings for After Easter 
Thank you to those parents who have booked their child’s meal choices for after Easter, 
however there are still over 40 who have not done so yet. The cook needs to know how much 
food to order so that is why you have been asked to book meals in advance. To book meals 
choose make or view bookings and use the drop down box to select a date after Easter, you 
can then complete until 22nd May. You have to save these, then go out again. This time you 
have to choose a week from the drop down box after half term to allow you to choose until the 
summer holidays. If you are unable to book meals online, please return completed 
dinner forms to the school office at 9am on Monday 24th April so that Mrs Smart can 
book them for you or your child will be given a sandwich. Thank you for your support. 

Parental Support - If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support 

Advisors Susan Colclough on 07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
School closes for Easter Friday 7th April 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the summer term Monday 24th April 2017 

Parent Workshop: Lunchtime Outdoor Learning Monday 24th April 2017, 9.10am 

Parent Taster : Lunchtime Outdoor Learning Tuesday  25th April 2017, 9.10am 

May Day Holiday Monday 1st May 2017 

Year 6 SATs Week beginning 8th May 2017 

School closes for half term Friday 26th May 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 6th June 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Year 6 Kingsway Residential Monday 26th to Friday 30th June 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Tuesday 4th July 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 
 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 


