
 

 

 

Welcome Back! 
I would like to welcome everyone back to school after the Easter break. The children have 
made a fantastic start to the term and the atmosphere around school has been terrific this 
week. Keep up the good work! 

Lunchtime Play 
This week Chris Baker from Sc.out.ed has been working with our wonderful Year 5 Play 
Council. Chris has trained the Play Council in a range of Forest School style activities. This 
week our 100% attenders from last term have had the opportunity to try out the activities and 
they have thoroughly enjoyed it. It has also captured the imagination of the other children, who 
will start to get their chances over the coming weeks. We are constantly trying to come up with 
ways to improve our provision and lunchtime was an area which we identified after parental 
and pupil surveys last year. It’s great to see such positivity and also that the lunchtime staff 
have enjoyed their training, with Mrs Edgar taking a starring role. 

Year 6 
We now only have 4 school days until the Year 6 SATs. Recently, the Year 6 children have 
responded magnificently as we have stepped up preparations. It is important that they are in 
the zone, show focus and determination and simply do the absolute best that they can. It must 
be said that over the past 6 weeks or so, we have seen many of the children really grow in 
confidence and progress and I am delighted that the hard work of the children and staff is 
paying off. Well done to all concerned and good luck over the next couple of weeks. It is also 
really pleasing that Mrs Harvey is now on her way back to work after her illness and she will 
be playing a key role with the Year 6s up until and during the test week. 

Miss Bowden 
In the lead up to the SATs, it is a very important and busy time and we had to work closely 
together to make a plan as we advanced towards the tests. This has involved Mrs Payne and I 
teaching, the Easter school and various other initiatives. However, it has required a 
phenomenal effort from Miss Bowden herself and she has been directly teaching all of the 
Year 6 children in recent weeks. I cannot praise her enough as she is doing a brilliant job, the 
children are motivated, prepared and confident. This is all on top of her managerial role, which 
she performs in such an impressive fashion. We are so lucky to have her on board and also to 
have so many other staff who are capable of being Deputy Headteachers too.  

Parent Governor Role 
Thank you to those of you who have expressed an interest in the forthcoming Parent 
Governor role. I will now speak to the Chair of Governors and will then be back in touch with 
interested parties. 

School Security 
We are looking to add an extra door in the entrance way to create a mini porch area and 
improve security, enhancing safeguarding in the process. This week I have met with a 
representative of the company who we have requested to install this door and we are hoping 
that it will be up and running by the time we come back to school after half term in June. 

Family Learning: SAFC Foundation 
On Monday we also introduced our new Family Learning initiative through SAFC Foundation. 
This time we are targeting Reception, Year 1and Year2. Good luck to everyone who gets 
involved. 
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Head Lice 
Having returned to school after the Easter holidays we would like to remind all parents of the 
need to routinely check your child for head lice on a regular basis. If your child does have 
head lice, free treatment is available from any pharmacy and as long as your child has been 
treated they can be in school. 

Ox Close Friends 
The members of Ox Close Friends wish to thank all who helped to raise a wonderful £626.51 
from the coffee mornings and Easter disco. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 5/6H had the highest attendance this week with 100% and 2 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 140 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
14 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness.  

Parent Pay 
Thank you to those parents who are now booking their child’s meal choices in advance. To 
book meals choose make or view bookings and use the drop down box to select the date you 
need, you can then complete until 22nd May. You have to save these, then go out again. This 
time you have to choose a week from the drop down box after half term to allow you to choose 
until the summer holidays. If you are unable to book meals online, please return 
completed dinner forms to the school office so that Mrs Smart can book them for you 
or your child will be given a sandwich. Thank you for your support. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
May Day Holiday Monday 1st May 2017 

Year 6 SATs Week beginning 8th May 2017 

EYFS September Intake Meeting Monday 22nd May 2017 2.00-3.00pm 

EYFS September Intake Meeting Wednesday 24th May 2017 9.15-10.15am 

School closes for half term Friday 26th May 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 6th June 2017 

Reception trip to Adventure Valley Tuesday 13th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Year 6 Kingsway Residential Monday 26th to Friday 30th June 2017 

EYFS September Intake Visit Monday 26th June 2017 1.15-2.30pm 

EYFS September Intake Visit Tuesday 27th June 2017 9.15-10.30am 

Year 1/2 trip to Blue Reef Aquarium/Cullercoats Wednesday 28th June 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Tuesday 4th July 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 10th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 11th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 12th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 13th July 2017 9.30am 

Sports Day Friday 14th July 2017 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


