
 

 

 

Year 6 
I must praise Year 6 this week for their outstanding effort in tackling the Key Stage 2 Tests. 
The children were very well prepared and were not overawed by the tests and I feel as though 
they really did give it their absolute best shot. This is what is important and I am delighted that 
the children were not unduly anxious or stressed. At this stage we have no idea of thresholds 
and the tests have been sent away for marking. However, my feeling is that the children have 
done themselves, their families and the school proud. The weather was kind and so the 
children attended the park yesterday and watched a DVD after the final Maths test. I am sure 
that those children who continue to focus and behave will receive many more rewards before 
they leave the school in July. Well done to all concerned! 

Super Staff 
I would also like to thank the staff for their magnificent efforts this week to ensure that the 
tests went smoothly, that the children were calm and well supported and that they were well 
prepared coming into test week. In recent times, Miss Bowden has worked around the clock 
and worked with all Year 6 children, while Mrs Payne and Mrs Harvey have carried out very 
effective interventions on afternoons. Mrs Shepherd played her part in working with the Year 6 
children up until February, while Mrs Franklin, Miss Cox, Miss Chazot and Mr Whitehead have 
offered invaluable support. This week, we have also utilised several of our brilliant support 
staff from other parts of the school. It has been a really great team effort! 

Mrs Thompson 
Mrs Thompson has done a great job with 3/4Th this year while she has covered Mrs Payne’s 
maternity. Mrs Payne returned some time ago but, as mentioned above, she has been helping 
out with Years 5 and 6. I have decided that it would be best for Mrs Thompson to carry on as 
the class teacher for 3/4Th for the rest of the academic year rather than revert back to her 
original role as a Teaching Assistant. It is wonderful to have qualified teachers on our support 
staff team such as Mrs Thompson. I am sure that she will enjoy finishing the year with her first 
ever full time class.  

Sun Protection 
It has been lovely to see the sun over the last couple of days and it augurs well for the weeks 
ahead. Parents have often asked us to issue a reminder about the importance of protecting 
the children against the sun. Yesterday, Miss Readman sent a text message and I asked all 
teachers to remind the children about wearing caps, applying sun cream at home, drinking 
plenty of water and taking a rest in the shade rather than sitting continually in direct sunlight. 
Thank you for your understanding and fingers crossed for some good weather as it cheers 
everyone up and allows us to use our lovely grounds.  

Parent Governor 
Thank you to those parents who expressed an interest in becoming a Parent Governor 
recently. It is excellent to know that we have high calibre candidates to join the Governors at a 
pivotal time for the school. We have arranged to meet with all prospective candidates and 
explain the process to them. I will keep you posted! 

International Week 22nd-26th May Menu 
During International Week Taylor Shaw are running a special menu. Children who are 
normally on school dinners have chosen what they wish to order from the International Week 
Menu in school. You should book meals for your child on Parent Pay as usual but that week 
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they will be eating different food. Anyone normally on packed lunch who wishes to have 
school dinners that week, or just some of the days, please ask at the school office ASAP. 

Missing Coat 
A Sainsbury's TU navy coat, with gold zips and a fur hood, that is clearly named, has gone 
missing. Please can you check at home to make sure your child has not taken it accidentally. 
Thank you  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 99.6% and 0 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 200 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
12 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness! I will be in touch with some parents to see how we can help to improve the situation 
over the next few weeks. I will also arrange a reward for children who are present throughout 
the summer term and an extra special reward for those who have been 100% attenders 
throughout the academic year. 

Parent Pay 
Thank you to those parents who are now booking their child’s meal choices in advance. To 
book meals choose make or view bookings and use the drop down box to select the date you 
need, you can then complete until 26th May. You have to save these, then go out again. This 
time you have to choose a week from the drop down box after half term to allow you to choose 
until the summer holidays. If you are unable to book meals online, please return 
completed dinner forms to the school office so that Mrs Smart can book them for you 
or your child will be given a sandwich. Thank you for your support. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 
 

Dates for the Diary  
Parent consultations (Class 5/6H Year 5 pupils) Tuesday 16th May 2017 3.30-4.50pm 

International Week 22nd – 26th May 2017 

EYFS September Intake Meeting Monday 22nd May 2017 2.00-3.00pm 

EYFS September Intake Meeting Wednesday 24th May 2017 9.15-10.15am 

School closes for half term Friday 26th May 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 6th June 2017 

Reception trip to Adventure Valley Tuesday 13th June 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Year 6 Kingsway Residential Monday 26th to Friday 30th June 2017 

EYFS September Intake Visit Monday 26th June 2017 1.15-2.30pm 

EYFS September Intake Visit Tuesday 27th June 2017 9.15-10.30am 

Year 1/2 trip to Blue Reef Aquarium/Cullercoats Wednesday 28th June 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Tuesday 4th July 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 10th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 11th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 12th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 13th July 2017 9.30am 

Sports Day Friday 14th July 2017 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 

 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


