
 

 

 

Congratulations to our Wicked Writers 
This week we proudly celebrated our Wicked Writers. Following the competition we held in 
school, 7 lucky winners were presented with signed Adam Bushnell books: 
Reception  Lois Gowland   Year 4  Kate Taylor 
Year 1  Amy Jones   Year 5  Carrera Jones 
Year 2  Elliot Potts   Year 6  Sam Vasey 
Year 3  Darcey Gallone 
 

Alex Jansen received an extra special award to celebrate being 1 of 20 children in the whole 
country to be shortlisted in the Wicked Young Writers Competition. He will attend a special 
celebration in London on Friday 23rd June where he will meet Michael Morpurgo and the cast 
of Wicked. We are very proud of his phenomenal achievement.  

Year 2 
Year 2 staff and children have been busy with their quizzes this week and I know that the 
teachers have been so impressed with the children. They have been so mature and attempted 
everything in a calm, skilful manner. Well done to all concerned. 

Library Boxes 
The Library boxes that some of the Year 6 children recently designed and helped to make, 
have arrived in school. They look amazing and are absolutely huge. Mears are going to come 
to fit them within the grounds soon and they will enhance our wonderful outdoor area even 
more. I am sure that they will provide much entertainment for the children. We will post some 
photographs on our website and on our Facebook page when we are fully up and running.  

Summer Provision 
In the summer holidays, we are going to offer a Mr Football camp in the first week and a 
Forest School in the first week and the last week of the holidays. Chris Baker, who recently 
trained our Play Council and lunch staff, will run the Forest School. I am sure that the Forest 
School will prove popular and I am going to have further discussions with him after half term. 
Further details will then follow. 

Play Council 
Our Play Council made a fabulous start to their role as the leaders of the Sc.out.ed, Forest 
School type activities, which I mentioned above. Last week, when Year 6 had SATs, we had 
to organise in a different way and this week the weather has not been as favourable. In this 
time, I have looked at the rota and reorganised it to allow year groups opportunities at times 
which are most appropriate to them. We will share this information with the children and 
hopefully have everything running smoothly next week. 

International Week 
Next week, 22nd-26th May, is our school International Week. Throughout the week the classes 
will be learning about a range of different countries and traditions, with the aim of promoting 
inclusion and acceptance of other cultures. All of these activities will culminate in a celebration 
assembly on Thursday where groups will be able to share what they have done and display a 
banner made to represent the work they have completed. We look forward to seeing the 
results. All week our cook is serving a special International Week menu and children who are 
normally on school dinners have chosen what they wish to order in school. You should book 
meals for your child on Parent Pay as usual but next week they will be eating different food. 
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Governance 
Governors now play a pivotal part in all schools and the role has certainly evolved over time. 
At Ox Close, we are very fortunate to have a very involved and talented Governing body. 
Recently, Governors have been in school to assist with the scrutiny of the SATs process, 
appointments, Safeguarding team meetings and Curriculum team meetings. I would like to 
thank them for their continued support and really value their contribution. Governors at Ox 
Close provide appropriate challenge and support and their professional, community and 
parental perspectives are always so valuable.  

Parent Governor 
As mentioned, we now have a Parent Governor vacancy as the term of office for one 
Governor has come to an end. I would like to thank everyone who has expressed an interest 
in the position. It was fabulous to see that we had such keen and valued interest and it is likely 
that there will be a Parent Governor election after half term. This will give parents the 
opportunity to read a statement from each candidate and to decide upon who they think would 
be best to fulfil the role as we move towards a very important time for the school. If there is an 
election, we will notify all parents and issue ballot papers after half term.  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 1/2R had the highest attendance this week with 100% and 0 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 177 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
12 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness! I will be in touch with some parents to see how we can help to improve the situation 
over the next few weeks. I will also arrange a reward for children who are present throughout 
the summer term and an extra special reward for those who have been 100% attenders 
throughout the academic year. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 
 

Dates for the Diary  
International Week 22nd – 26th May 2017 

EYFS September Intake Meeting Monday 22nd May 2017 2.00-3.00pm 

EYFS September Intake Meeting Wednesday 24th May 2017 9.15-10.15am 

School closes for half term Friday 26th May 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 6th June 2017 

Year 5 Visit to Whitworth Park School Wednesday 7th June 2017 

Reception trip to Adventure Valley Tuesday 13th June 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Year 6 Kingsway Residential Monday 26th to Friday 30th June 2017 

EYFS September Intake Visit Monday 26th June 2017 1.15-2.30pm 

EYFS September Intake Visit Tuesday 27th June 2017 9.15-10.30am 

Year 1/2 trip to Blue Reef Aquarium/Cullercoats Wednesday 28th June 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Tuesday 4th July 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 10th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 11th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 12th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 13th July 2017 9.30am 

Sports Day Friday 14th July 2017 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly Friday 21st July 2017 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


