
 

 

 

Happy Holidays 
The children are breaking up tonight for half term after a very hectic few weeks. It will be even 
more busy when we return with a whole host of events and activities scheduled and so I hope 
that everyone has a really good break. I would like to thank the staff for their sterling efforts 
this half term as we have negotiated the SATs, Year 2 assessments, new intake meetings and 
many more strategically vital events. The children return to school on Tuesday 6th June. 
During half term, we are strengthening safeguarding and security by installing a new door in 
the reception area of the school. A camera has already been put in and I look forward to 
seeing the system in place. The safety of children and staff clearly is the number one priority 
for us at Ox Close, as it is in all schools.  

Next Year 
I am busy looking at our School Improvement Priorities for the next academic year and also 
have been working closely with Miss Bowden on the organisation of classes for the next 
academic year. Congratulations go to Mrs Cox, who has been appointed as a teacher for the 
next year. Mrs Cox has been covering maternity for Mrs Woods this year and Mrs Cox was 
due to return to her role as a Teaching Assistant. However, the recruitment of Mrs Cox as an 
additional teacher will allow Miss Bowden and I to work strategically and further improve 
teaching and learning across the school. After half term, I will let you know the exact 
organisation for next year.  

Outdoor Play and Investors in Children 
Our Play Council have enjoyed the warm weather this week and we have managed to fully 
implement an effective play rota on a lunch time. The idea of the outdoor activities came about 
after we consulted with children earlier in the year and this will be one of the things that is 
looked at as we are visited by Investors in Children over the coming weeks. Chris Baker from 
Sc.out.ed is visiting again to provide further input for the Play Council. We will also involve 
some children in the selection of bespoke sports equipment for the MUGA. It is great that we 
have managed to provide so much to do on a lunchtime and it was actually quite complicated 
to devise a rota which enables all year groups to have an opportunity to try the Outdoor Play, 
the MUGA and LEAP leaders’ activities.  

Manchester 
Yesterday the Key Stage 2 children observed a period of silence to show respect to the 
victims of the tragic events in Manchester on Monday evening.  

Summer Fayre 
I am sure that most people now know that the Ox Close Primary School Summer Fayre will 
take place on Saturday 24th June. The Friends are working hard to prepare for this and we 
hope that it will be a very successful day. I would like to thank the Friends for their continued 
support.  

Sun Protection 
On occasions, some parents have asked us to issue a reminder about sun protection and all 
of the teachers have talked to the children about how to protect themselves against the sun. 
Cream must be applied at home, the children should bring a hat and a water bottle. We will 
also encourage them to spend some time in the shade. It has been lovely weather this week 
and I hope that we actually have some pleasant weather during the holiday next week too! 

Parent Pay 
Please remember to order meals on Parent Pay for after the half term as soon as possible. 
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Scooters 
We actively encourage children to come to school on scooters as a way of keeping healthy. 
However, please could parents and carers discuss with children that they need to be aware of 
pedestrians as we have had incidents this week where people could have been hurt.  

Parent Governor 
As mentioned, we now have a Parent Governor vacancy as the term of office for one 
Governor has come to an end. There will definitely now be an election as we have received 
notification that more than one person intends to stand. This election will take place after half 
term and will give parents the opportunity to decide upon who would best represent them as a 
member of the Governing Body. The first Governors meeting for the elected parent will be in 
the autumn term as they will not be elected in time for the Summer Governing Body meeting 
which takes place in the week after half term. At the summer meeting, we will welcome 3 new 
Co-opted Governors: Donna Gowland, Jayne Smith (Oxclose Nursery Headteacher) and 
Cheryl Stirk (Whitworth Park Head of Year 7). The addition of these talented professionals will 
undoubtedly bring a great deal of expertise to the Governing Body and to strengthen it as we 
prepare for a likely Ofsted inspection at some point over the coming year.  

Free Family Fun Day 
The Cornforth Partnership are holding a free Family Fun Day between 10am and 2pm at 
Tudhoe Community Centre on Tuesday 30th May. There will be a rodeo bull, face painting, 
workshops, a bouncy castle and representation from many training providers.  

Attendance 
Class RB had the highest attendance this week with 99% and 0 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 249 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
13 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness! I will be in touch with some parents to see how we can help to improve the situation 
after half term. I will also arrange a reward for children who are present throughout the 
summer term and an extra special reward for those who have been 100% attenders 
throughout the academic year. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
School re-opens after half term Tuesday 6th June 2017 

Year 5 Visit to Whitworth Park School Wednesday 7th June 2017 

Reception trip to Adventure Valley Tuesday 13th June 2017 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Year 6 Kingsway Residential Monday 26th to Friday 30th June 2017 

EYFS September Intake Visit Monday 26th June 2017 1.15-2.30pm 

EYFS September Intake Visit Tuesday 27th June 2017 9.15-10.30am 

Year 1/2 trip to Blue Reef Aquarium/Cullercoats Wednesday 28th June 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Tuesday 4th July 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 10th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 11th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 12th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 13th July 2017 9.30am 

Sports Day Friday 14th July 2017 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly Friday 21st July 2017 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


