
 

 

 

Summer Fayre 
Tomorrow we host our Summer Fayre from 11am – 3pm, which has been kindly organised by 
the Ox Close Friends. It takes an exceptional amount of work and commitment to bring these 
events together and so I would like to thank Lynn Gibson and the Friends in advance of the 
event. I know that they have managed to attract rides and other attractions to the event and I 
hope that all who attend will have a wonderful time. It should be remembered that the Friends 
go to considerable lengths to organise these events so that they can raise funds, which will go 
to the school. Naturally, every penny of profit will go on arranging enriching and enjoyable 
activities for the children in school. Let us also hope for decent weather! I look forward to 
seeing children and families at some point tomorrow. 

Governor Election 
Dr Helen Collingwood has been elected as our new Parent Governor following our recent 
election. I would like to extend my congratulations to her and I am excited to welcome her on 
board. She will offer a different skill set to the Governing Body and I am sure that she will help 
us to further drive the school forward in the best interests of all of the children. I would also 
like to thank the outgoing Governor, Lynn Gibson, for her dedication and commitment over the 
last 4 years and to Gemma Richardson for putting herself forward. We were lucky to have 3 
such suitable candidates and received 143 returned papers (out of 410) by the time of the 
stated closing time.  

Class 5/6H Assembly 
Class 5/6H gave a brilliant performance of their class assembly on World War 2 on 
Wednesday. It is a fascinating topic and the children had clearly relished studying it. 
Congratulations go to 5/6H and Mrs Harvey for pulling such a good performance together in a 
relatively short time.  

Times Table Challenge Day 
All children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the multiplication challenge day. As a key focus 
of the maths curriculum, it was great to see everyone working hard to complete the times table 
trail. It was lovely to see so many visitors working with their children and the feedback from 
everyone involved has been very positive. Well done everybody!  

NSPCC Assembly - Speak Out, Stay Safe 
On Tuesday, we had a visit from the NSPCC, who came into school to run an assembly for 
the children on their initiative ‘Speak Out, Stay Safe’. Through a child-friendly assembly, their 
specially trained staff gave our children information about how to keep themselves safe from 
harm and how to get help if they have any worries, sensitively discussing issues like bullying. 
The children all listened very well, were sensible and had some excellent questions for the 
team. The NSPCC will be returning on Thursday 6th July to continue this work with Years 5 
and 6.  

Sunshine 
Earlier this week we were treated to exceptionally warm weather, something which is pretty 
rare in the North East of England! On Monday morning, we sent a text to remind parents to 
apply sun cream, send hats and water bottles etc. in order to protect against the sun. I 
debated as to whether to send the message as I do not intend to patronise parents in any way 
and I do not believe in a ‘Nanny State’. However, the reason that we do issue the reminder is 
that we have had some complaints in the past when parents have not protected the children 
and we have not reminded them to do so before hand. Naturally, my prime concern is the 
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safety of the children and so on balance I felt that it was right to send the text. Thank you for 
your understanding and consideration with regard to the sun protection texts! 

Mrs Woods 
It has been lovely to see Mrs Woods this week when she has popped in. She returns to work 
from her maternity soon and it will be fantastic to have her back on board.  

Scooters 
We have had a further complaint from Oxclose Nursery about a child being injured by a 
scooter on the path up to Nursery. Could parents and carers please discuss with children that 
they need to be aware of pedestrians when scootering and avoid playing on the slope up to 
Nursery. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Attendance 
Class 1/2R had the highest attendance this week with 99.3% and no classes were perfectly 
punctual. 193 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
13 children have attendance that falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness! We have been in touch with some parents to see how we can help to improve the 
situation after half term. I will also arrange a reward for children who are present throughout 
the summer term and an extra special reward for those who have been 100% attenders 
throughout the academic year. 

Parent Pay 
Thank you to those parents who are booking their child’s meal choices in advance. To book 
meals choose make or view bookings and use the drop down box to select the date you need, 
you can then complete bookings until the summer holidays. From September a new menu will 
start when we expect to offer five choices each day over a three weekly cycle. Order forms will 
go out soon so that you can return them to school in July and, hopefully, you will be able to 
order meals in July for September on Parent Pay. 
Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Ox Close Friends Summer Fayre Saturday 24th June 2017 11.00am – 3.00pm 

Year 6 Kingsway Residential Monday 26th to Friday 30th June 2017 

EYFS September Intake Visit Monday 26th June 2017 1.15-2.30pm 

EYFS September Intake Visit Tuesday 27th June 2017 9.15-10.30am 

Year 1/2 trip to Blue Reef Aquarium/Cullercoats Wednesday 28th June 2017 

Year 5 Beamish STEM trip Thursday 29th June 2017 

Class 5/6S Samsons Shoes Trip Monday 3rd July 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Tuesday 4th July 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 10th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 5 trip to Kirkley Hall Activity Centre Monday 10th July 2017 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 11th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 12th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 13th July 2017 9.30am 

Sports Day Friday 14th July 2017  

Year 6 Reward Trip to ROF 59 Wednesday 19th July 2017 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly Friday 21st July 2017 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


