
 

 

 

Summer Fayre Success 
Last week’s Summer Fayre was a brilliant success. We received excellent feedback from 
parents and children and a good time was had by all. The weather was ideal as it was sunny 
but not oppressively hot. I must say that the Ox Close Friends did a magnificent job in 
organising the event. Particular thanks go to Lynn Gibson, who took on the burden of leading 
the event. In this day and age, events such as these are extremely complex to pull together 
and I am very grateful to Lynn for all that she did with the event. Ultimately, the whole idea of 
the event was to raise money which will be spent on the children. I am delighted that we 
managed to raise a whopping £1,329 as well as £492 from the Smarties Challenge. 

Kingsway Residential 
This week many of our Year 6 children have spent the week on their residential at Kingsway in 
Middleton in Teasdale. We have been in constant contact with the centre and with our staff 
who are looking after the children and I have been delighted with the reports that we have 
received. I know that the children were really looking forward to the whole range of activities 
and it will be great to find out about what they have enjoyed when they return to school next 
week. The residential would not have been possible without the dedicated staff who have 
literally been on 24 hour supervision this week. Special thanks go to Mrs Shepherd, Mr 
Crowther, Mrs Franklin and Mr Smith, who kindly returned to the Ox Close fray this week. 
They all stayed over and I know that they have done an amazing job in looking after the 
children and have also had to contend with pretty miserable weather. I would also like to thank 
Miss Cox and Mrs Simpson, who have been travelling to Middleton each day to help supervise 
the children.  

Year 1/2 Visit to Blue Reef Aquarium 
Our Year 1/2 classes made the trip to Tynemouth to visit the Blue Reef Aquarium for their 
educational visit this week. Unfortunately, they were not blessed with favourable weather and 
the rain was certainly very persistent. However, the visit was a success and the children did 
the school proud. I know that they especially enjoyed the seal show! I hope that they have 
some fond memories of the day despite the weather.  

Litter Awareness 
Class 3/4T have been completing a charity project on how litter harms the environment. As 
part of their topic, Durham Civic Pride hosted a whole school assembly and a class workshop 
for 3/4T about the dangers of litter. There was even a visit from Tidy Ted! 

Year 5 Beamish Windmill Challenge 
Year 5 had an enjoyable but wet trip to Beamish on Thursday to compete in the ‘Wind in Your 
Sails’ challenge. Unfortunately, we narrowly missed out gaining first place. However, the 
judges were impressed with the Year 5s’ engineering knowledge. Well done Year 5s!    

New Starters 
On Monday and Tuesday we welcomed the children who will join us in Reception in 
September. It was lovely to meet them all and I must say that they settled in very well. I must 
say that they will be joining a superb Reception team. Miss Bowden and I observed in 
Reception earlier this week and we were as impressed as ever by the organisation and 
provision. We will have 42 in Reception in September, which is an increase of 1 on this year. 
The increase has come about due to the new extension. Our official PAN (Pupil Admission 
Number) has now been changed to 45 and so we still have 3 spaces available, which is 
unique!  
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Class Assemblies 
Next week we have a double dose of our ever popular class assemblies as 1/2R perform on 
Tuesday, with 5/6S stepping into the limelight on Wednesday.  

Scooters 
Following on from last week’s message regarding the complaint from Oxclose Nursery, could 
parents and carers please discuss with children that they need to be aware of pedestrians 
when scootering and avoid playing on the slope up to Nursery. Thank you for your co-
operation. 

Uniform Orders 
School uniform is available to order online from Tesco.  On our school website www.ox-
close.durham.gov.uk hover over the Parents tab, then click on School Office and on the right 
hand side click ‘Our School Uniform’ tab. At the bottom of the page click on the link, which will 
direct you to the Tesco website uniform page for our school. Please note that the school logos 
on the images are for demonstration purposes only. 

Attendance 
Class 3/4C had the highest attendance this week with 98.5% and 2 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 125 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
14 children have attendance that falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness! We have been in touch with some parents to see how we can help to improve the 
situation after half term. I will also arrange a reward for children who are present throughout 
the summer term and an extra special reward for those who have been 100% attenders 
throughout the academic year. 

Parent Pay 
Thank you to those parents who are booking their child’s meal choices in advance. To book 
meals choose make or view bookings and use the drop down box to select the date you need, 
you can then complete bookings until the summer holidays. From September a new menu will 
start when we expect to offer five choices each day over a three weekly cycle. Order forms will 
go out next week so that you can return them to school in July and you will be able to order 
meals in July for September on Parent Pay. 
Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Class 5/6S Samsons Shoes Trip Monday 3rd July 2017 

Class 1/2R Assembly Tuesday 4th July 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 10th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 5 trip to Kirkley Hall Activity Centre Monday 10th July 2017 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 11th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 12th July 2017 9.30am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 13th July 2017 9.30am 

Sports Day (weather pending) Friday 14th July 2017 Rec & KS1 9.30am, KS2 
1.30pm  

Sports Day (back up date) Tuesday 18th July 2017 Rec & KS1 9.30am, KS2 
1.30pm 

Year 6 Reward Trip to ROF 59 Wednesday 19th July 2017 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly Friday 21st July 2017 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 
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