
 

 

 

Parents in School 
This week has seen parents in school on many occasions and next week gives a further 
opportunity when we host our outdoor brass concert (weather permitting). It is always lovely to 
share experiences with the parents and I would like to thank parents and families for their 
continued support and good will.  

Celebration of Excellence  
Our Celebration of Excellence events proved as popular as ever. All 4 of the events were well 
attended. The children shone and gave a very good impression of themselves and the school. 
Well done to them all and to all of the staff for rehearsing so successfully. I would also like to 
thank Miss Bowden, who organised proceedings superbly. Having Key Stage 2 performances 
split into Years 3/4 and Years 5/6 is far more slick than having all of the children in together. 
The singing was absolutely outstanding and I would say that the final performance by Y5/6, 
‘Something inside so strong’, was the best that I have ever heard by Primary School children.  

Bradley Lowery Foundation Day 
On Monday, we are holding a Bradley Lowery Foundation Day. The children, and staff, are 
invited to attend school in a Football shirt or colourful t-shirt of their choice. Participants are 
requested to make a minimum donation of £1, with all proceeds going to the Bradley Lowery 
Foundation.  

Football Freestyler 
Over the course of the Bradley Lowery Foundation Day, all of the children will have the 
opportunity to work with nationally renowned Football Freestyler, Ash Randall. I met Ash when 
one of my daughters was mascot for Sunderland at Swansea in December and he is fantastic 
with the children. I am sure that the children will be amazed by his tricks and that they will all 
learn some new skills.  

Sports Day 
Today has been Sports Day, another event which has given parents the chance to come into 
school. I would like to thank Mrs Payne for organising the Sports day activities. She did an 
excellent job. 

Outdoor Brass Event 
Next Tuesday afternoon, we are hoping to hold a brief outdoor brass concert, which will give 
our brass players the opportunity to perform in front of an audience. Mrs Harvey has 
organised this and has sent a letter home explaining the details. I am sure that this event will 
be very popular, weather permitting! 

Musical Theatre 
Last Saturday, fifteen Key Stage 2 children performed in a dance extravaganza at Polam Hall 
School in Darlington. The children were all great ambassadors for our school and they all 
danced superbly. Well done to Mrs Simpson for all her efforts getting the children ready for the 
show, she was unfortunately unable to attend as it was her sister's wedding on the same day. 
Huge thank you to Miss Bowden, Miss Cox and Miss Dent, who gave up their Saturday to help 
chaperone the dance show.  

Brass Festival 
Yesterday we were treated to an amazing performance by the Llareggub Brass Band as part 
of the Durham Brass Festival. Llareggub are a Welsh group who impressed everyone, from 
children to staff. They engaged the children fully and it was brilliant to see the children singing 
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so vigorously, especially to the Ed Sheeran and Bruno Mars numbers. Llareggub are 
performing in Durham on Saturday and Sunday and I would thoroughly recommend them.  

Forest School Summer Club 
Earlier this week, I sent out a letter giving details of our Forest School Summer Club, which is 
to be held in the first week of the holidays. A few places are still available for Monday and 1 
for Wednesday at the time of going to print. It promises to be a brilliant 3 days under the skilful 
eye of Chris Baker.  

Uniform Orders 
School uniform is available to order online from Tesco.  On our school website www.ox-
close.durham.gov.uk hover over the Parents tab, then click on School Office and on the right 
hand side click ‘Our School Uniform’ tab. At the bottom of the page click on the link, which will 
direct you to the Tesco website uniform page for our school. Please note that the school logos 
on the images are for demonstration purposes only. 

Attendance 
Class 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 99.3% and 0 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 401 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
15 children have attendance that falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness! Hays travel presented 34 children with 100% attendance awards, an amazing 
statistic. This means that 12.4% of our children have had 100% attendance in 2017-18. 
Congratulations to them all! 

School Meals 
The new menus are now available for the September term to make bookings in advance on 
Parent Pay. After logging in you can select ‘Make Bookings’, then choose 4th September 2017 
from the drop down list, click on meal choices for the first week, starting from the Tuesday 5th 
September. You can continue to make bookings up to Christmas if you wish. From 
September, there are 5 choices each day over a three weekly cycle. Each child has received 
an order form this week, which you can return to school on Monday if you have problems 
ordering online at home. Children going from Year 2 to Year 3 will have to start paying 
£10 per week for meals unless they are on the free school meals register. Please order 
for the first week back as soon as possible or let the office know if your child will be changing 
to packed lunches in September. Thank you.  
Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisors Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clark on 07825341214. 

Dates for the Diary  
Year 6 Reward Trip to ROF 59 Wednesday 19th July 2017 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly Friday 21st July 2017 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Friday 21st July 2017 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 
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