
 

 

 

Sad News: Bryan Raper 
On Tuesday we were devastated to hear that our good friend Bryan Raper, who was a 
caretaker for some years at our school, had passed away suddenly. Bryan had continued to 
be a regular visitor to school even though he had retired and he has continued to do 
gardening work for the Nursery. He was a very special person who had time for everyone. 
Bryan had such a kind heart and radiated a true warmth. This is why he has always been so 
popular with the children and I am sure that they all have many fond memories of him, just as I 
do. When I think of him, I hear his laughter and of his legendary singing, as well as his 
continuous harvest of fruit and vegetables, which he always gave away to others. Miss Smith 
at the Nursery shares my feelings about Bryan and we will work together to produce a fitting 
way of remembering this very special man. Our thoughts are with Bryan’s wife, Judith, and 
their family. 

The Wind Road Boys 
I am delighted that several of our children are starring in tonight’s performance of The Wind 
Road Boys at the Town Hall. It is a brilliant musical and I am really looking forward to seeing it 
with our children in it. Our banner will be there, which will add to the occasion. The Town 
Mayor, Ian Machin, is to be commended upon his ambition and drive in making this project 
come together. I am sure that, as a former amateur actor, Bryan will look down on the events 
tonight with huge pride. 

Parent Governor Vacancy 
A Parent Governor vacancy will arise soon and I would like to ask anyone who may be 
interested in the vacancy to express an interest either by phone or at the school office next 
week. The vacancy will arise as the term of office of one of our Parent Governor’s will expire. 
The protocol is that all interested parents to have a 1-2-1 with Head/Chair and then decide if 
they wish to put themselves forward by Thursday 29th March. If there is then more than one 
interested party, then an election will follow. The Governing Body is very strong and it plays a 
very important role in the life of the school.  

Snow 
Last week we faced the worst snow that I can remember and unfortunately we had no option 
but to close the school for 3 days. At 4am on the Wednesday, I got up and still hoped that we 
could open. However, it soon became clear that the road conditions were totally unsafe and 
the area around school was also dangerous. As Wednesday progressed, I took information 
from a number of sources, including the police and, again, it became clear that Thursday 
would also be a day of closure. The site itself was inaccessible and so I arranged for a 
snowplough to clear it during the day on Friday. This and the thaw in the weather at the 
weekend meant that we were certain that we would be able to reopen on Monday. Thank you 
for your support under very difficult circumstances. 

The Wind in the Willows 
We were grateful that Image Musical Theatre agreed to reschedule last week’s performance 
of The Wind in the Willows and the children enjoyed this on Monday morning. Next year the 
company will return and perform The Selfish Giant. 

World Book Day 
Our World Book Day celebrations also fell foul of last week’s horrendous weather. We are 
delighted to be able to allow children to come dressed as book characters on Thursday 15th 
March. I know that Mrs Bowman sent home details of the day, including your opportunity to 
come into school to read with your child at a designated time.  
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Well done 1/2C 
1/2C did a fabulous job with their class assembly on Wednesday. The school closure had 
prevented the children from rehearsing but they made light of this as they told the story of 
Captain Cook. Good luck to Mrs Cox and 3/4C for their class assembly this coming 
Wednesday. 

Spennymoor Young People’s Awards 
I recently made several nominations for the Spennymoor Young People’s Awards and I am 
delighted that they have all been shortlisted. The event takes place on Thursday evening at 
the Town Hall. Good luck to all of our nominees. I am biased but I think they all deserve to be 
successful.  

Parent Consultations 
It is not long before you get another chance to meet with your child’s teacher to discuss their 
progress in school.  
The dates for each class/phase are as follows: 

RB Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th March 

RS Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th March 

Years 1 and 2 Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th March 

Years 3 and 4 Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th March 

Years 5 and 6 Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th March 

Miss Bowden’s Y6 Group Monday 26th and Wednesday 28th March 

We are using our online booking system again and you will shortly receive a text with 
instructions on how to book an appointment. 

Class Charts 
Jake Herdman was the highest scorer of the week in Reception, while Adam Colville scored 
top in Key Stage 1. Megan Murphy was the top scorer in Key Stage 2 this week. 
Congratulations to them all and to all of the many certificate winners from this week. 

Easter Disco and Party 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Ox Close Friends have had to move the Easter Disco 
and Party to Tuesday 20th March. We are sorry for any inconvenience and hope that this new 
date is convenient. Tickets cost £3, including a hot dog and a drink, and will go on sale next 
week. A flyer is going out tonight for information. 

Attendance 

Classes 3/4H and 5/6P had the highest attendance this week with 98.9%. No classes were 
perfectly punctual and 430 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is 
termed as persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  

Dates for the Diary  
3/4C Class Assembly Wednesday 14th March 2018, 10.10am 

Ox Close Friends Easter Night Tuesday 20th March 2018 Rec & KS1 3.30-4.30, KS2 5.00-6.30pm 

1/2R Class Assembly Wednesday 21st March 2018, 10.10am 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th March, 3.30-6pm 

Egg Decorating Day Tuesday 27th March 2018 

School closes for Easter holiday Thursday 29th March 2018, 3,15pm 

School re-opens for summer term Monday 16th April 2018 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


