
 

 

 

OfSTED 
I am unable to share the OfSTED report until it has gone through OfSTED’s various layers of 
moderation. I am hoping that it will be available immediately after Easter. I have looked at the 
Parental Questionnaires, which showed a very positive picture. We always look to improve 
and I have noted the relative strengths and areas which are not quite as strong.  

Collaborative Excellence 
In order to help us to improve further as a school, I am looking to develop partnerships with 
Headteachers and schools who share our values and our desire for excellence. Crucially, 
these are schools which are clearly child centred environments, just as Ox Close is. Recently, 
we have worked with Montalbo, Wynyard, Sedgefield Hardwick and Byers Green, while I have 
set up a project with Mr Stone at Whitworth Park. This project will help to raise specific subject 
expertise of our staff in various Foundation subjects, starting with Geography. The clear aim is 
to then have an impact upon the standards achieved by the children, which will benefit pupils, 
staff, Ox Close and Whitworth. I am pleased that both Mr Stone and his new Head of 
Teaching and Learning share my vision of education. 

Easter Activities 
This week has been a fun one for the children as they have had the opportunity to take part in 
many Easter activities. These have included egg decorating, which has been very kindly 
judged and sponsored by Hays Travel once again and the ever popular egg jarping. Details of 
the winners are as follows: 
Year Group 1st Place 2nd Place 

Reception Jasmine Karnam Clark Miley McHugh 

Y1 Mia Cook Jessica Colville 

Y2 Tia Hardy Laila Davies 

Y3 Elliot Potts Joshua Walton 

Y4 Alfie Stephenson Edie Longhorne 

Y5 Jed Stephenson Evie Sands 

Y6 May Dargue Lewis Stapleton 

Congratulations to all of the winners and to everyone for taking part in such a willing and 
enthusiastic manner. Well done also to all of the performers who took part in our Ox Close 
Eggs Factor. The show provided an entertaining background to our budget-setting meeting! 

Email Hoax 
Yesterday was a difficult one for schools across the County as over 100 received a sinister 
email. I immediately rang 999 and the police assured us that there was no actual danger to 
the children. At that point, I was working with Miss Bowden and Mr Burke, from St Charles, 
and we followed their advice throughout. I was very aware that the news would spread and we 
were keen to avoid panic. Reassuring parents and allowing them to collect children if desired 
was the correct approach in my opinion. The children were safe throughout and at no point 
were they in any danger and I am aware of many of the unsubstantiated rumours that have 
circulated. Safety is always our prime concern and will always be. I am pleased to read that 
the culprit has been arrested. 

Gymnastics Competition 
Twelve gymnasts from each year group competed in Ox Close’s first in school gymnastics 
competition. It was a superb competition that showed skills on vault and floor. The competing 
children enjoyed this experience and the audience appreciated the fantastic display of talent. 
Thank you to Mrs Simpson, Mrs Walker and all involved in making the day a success. 
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Parent Consultations 
It was a pleasure to see many of you at Parents Evenings this week. The attendance is 
always excellent and I am sure that the process will have been very successful. The intention 
is to discuss progress and, although this has been a short term, I am delighted that the 
children are making good progress across the school. 

Mr Devanney 
In the absence of Mrs Harvey, Mr Devanney has done an excellent job for us this term. Mrs 
Harvey is hoping to start returning to work after Easter. Mr Devanney has been offered a full 
term of work in another school and so I wish him every success. Mr Warren, who has worked 
for us previously, will be taking Mrs Harvey’s class until she is able to return fully.  

Autism Awareness 
This week has been Autism Awareness Week and the aim of the week is to raise awareness 
of the condition, Autism. Schools across the country take part in order to raise awareness of 
autism and encourage inclusion and acceptance of children with autism. At Ox Close, all 
children have taken part in lessons and discussions about autism over the week. It has been 
great for staff and pupils to learn more about autism and how it affects those among them who 
have the condition, in order to know how to better help those with autism to integrate and cope 
better with the communication, social and also academic demands of school. Miss Smith will 
put some useful links to videos and websites about autism that children have enjoyed in their 
lessons this week on the SEND page of the school website so that children can carry on their 
discussions at home.   

Film Stars 
Following their starring role in Durham County Council’s Futures video earlier this year, 12 of 
our children have been filmed again this week by the Northern Echo and a film crew. This time 
the theme was looking at the ideal workspace and location of the future, as well as focusing 
upon how we will travel to these spaces. It was a terrific experience for the children once 
again and I look forward to seeing the final product. The fact that Ox Close has been chosen 
out of 300 Durham schools speaks volumes. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Lucy Priestley, while Adam Lawrence came out on 
top in Key Stage 1 and Harvey Hebdon scored highest in Key Stage 2. Congratulations to 
them all and to all of the many certificate winners from this week. 

What a term! 
It may have been a short term but it’s been absolutely hectic, with a whole host of bizarre 
challenges. OfSTED was unexpected but positive while yesterday’s email hoax was surreal. 
Bryan’s death was devastating on both a school and personal level, while one of my 
daughters spent most of February in hospital with her heart problems. We also experienced 
the worst snow in living memory, making it impossible to open the school. During the snow 
crisis, Mr Stone from Whitworth Park was a tremendous support and provided invaluable local 
information, while Mr Burke at St Charles and Mr Kirtley at Byers Green were great to work 
with in a very difficult situation. Throughout all of the challenges, the children and staff have 
been outstanding and it has been extremely successful. I would like to wish you all a restful 
Easter and I look forward to seeing you all in the summer term on Monday 16th April.  

Attendance 

Class 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 100%. Four classes were perfectly 
punctual and  minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  

Dates for the Diary  
School closes for Easter holiday Thursday 29th March 2018, 3,15pm 

School re-opens for summer term Monday 16th April 2018 



 

 

D. Harrison Headteacher 


