
 

 

 

Good Luck Year 6 
Next week the Year 6 children will sit their SATs tests and I would like to wish them all well. 
The children and staff have worked exceptionally hard and are really well prepared. I would 
like to thank Mrs Payne, Miss Bowden, Mrs Franklin and Mrs Simpson for the level of skill and 
care that they have shown in preparing the children. The message to the children remains the 
same - the only thing that we ask is that they try their best. I would also reiterate the points 
made by Miss Bowden in her letter to Year 6 parents this week. We would like the children to 
relax and have fun over the weekend and to ensure that they get plenty of rest and sleep. 
Good luck everyone! 

Reading 
Reading is not just an academic skill, it is a life skill and, as such, will always remain a key 
focus for us at Ox Close. It is also one of the areas in which effective partnerships with home 
are most crucial. Earlier in the academic year, we had a workshop for parents with Jayne 
Kennedy, one of the Local Authority advisors. I am keen to develop this further in the next 
academic year. I know that the staff appreciate the time that parents spend reading at home 
with the children, especially when they are in Reception and Key Stage 1. I would also say 
that the outstanding phonics delivery at Ox Close, where we utilise our army of wonderful 
Teaching Assistants to deliver Read Write Inc, is having a massive impact. 

Extreme Reading 
Time continues to race by and in 2 weeks time it will be summer half term. We would like to 
set the children the challenge of ‘Extreme Reading’. This will involve reading in weird and 
wonderful places, whether it be inside, outside, in the town, on holiday or wherever. We would 
like adults to take photographs of the children while they are doing this and then send them in 
to school just after half term. Our plan is to display the photographs around our lovely library.  

Library 
I would like to thank a number of people for their excellent work in equipping the library 
recently. Prior to having our amazing extension, we had to use the room as a classroom. I feel 
that we are now receiving great benefit from having the library and it is a vital hub in our 
Accelerated Reader programme, which is being so successful. Miss Densham and Mrs 
Franklin have put in so much work to stock and organise the library and I am very grateful to 
them. Miss Walton has donated an incredible amount of books and this kindness is making a 
big difference so I would also like to thank her. In addition, we are indebted to the Ox Close 
Friends who secured funding for books via Asda. 

Ox Close Dance Show 
Mrs Simpson has organised many Performing Arts opportunities since she started at Ox Close 
and was rightly acknowledged by the Town Council in their Young Peoples Awards. She has 
organised an Ox Close Dance Show at the Town Hall on the afternoon of Sunday June 10th. I 
know that tickets have gone on sale and it promises to be a wonderful event. Mrs Simpson 
would like to hold a fund raising raffle and would kindly receive any donations of prizes. If you 
do have any, please could you drop them in at the office. Thank you!  

Royal Wedding - Friday 18th May  
As mentioned last week, on Friday 18th May, we will be holding a Royal Wedding Celebration 
in school to mark the forthcoming marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. If they wish, 
children can come to school dressed in wedding style attire. Please do not go out and buy 
anything new for this and I must stress that there is no obligation to take part. 
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Miners Gala and Ox Close Banner 
If we have sufficient brass players and transport is available, then we will also need 4 people 
to carry the banner at the Miners Gala. So far we have had 1 very kind offer to carry the 
banner and a small number of brass players confirming their availability. The banner is 
extremely heavy, especially in the wind, and I recognise that this is a big commitment. If you 
know anyone who would be willing to carry the banner on July 14th then please get in touch 
with the school office as soon as you can. It would be fantastic if we could attend the Gala but 
I realise that it all depends on the availability of both children and adults. We have also been 
asked whether we would like to take part in the Old King Coal celebrations at Beamish at the 
end of June but, again, this will depend upon whether we have people who can carry the 
banner. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Daisy G, while Abbie H came out on top in Key 
Stage 1 and Bethany J-B scored highest in Key Stage 2. Congratulations to them all and to all 
of the many certificate winners from this week. 

Attendance 
Class 5/6W had the highest attendance this week with 99%. No classes were perfectly 
punctual and 149 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. While our 
overall school attendance is above average, there are still 21 children who have attendance 
which is below 90% and, therefore, are termed as Persistent Absentees under Government 
guidelines. Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have 
to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol 
explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in 
term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any 
period…). The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on 
unauthorised absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary  
Key Stage 2 National SATs Tests (Y6) Week beginning Monday 14th May 

Royal Wedding Buffet Lunch Friday 18th May 2018 

Reception Adventure Valley Visit Tuesday 22nd May 2018 

3/4T Class Assembly Wednesday 23rd May 2018, 10.10am 

School closes for half term Friday 25th May 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 5th June 2018 

1/2P Class Assembly  Wednesday 13th June 2018, 10.10am 

5/6W Class Assembly Wednesday 20th June 2018, 10.10am 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 9.30am 

Key Stage 2 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 1.30pm 

Back up Sports Day  Tuesday 26th June 2018 (if 21st June rained off) 

Key Stage 2 Sports Finals Friday 29th June 2018, 9.30am 

5/6S Class Assembly  Wednesday 27th June 2018, 10.10am 

Football Freestyler Visit (Whole School) Thursday 29th June 2018 

Year 6 Residential Sunday 1st July to Wednesday 4th July 2018 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 9th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 1 and 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday  10th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 3 and 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 11th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday  12th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 6 Leaver Celebration Friday 20th July 2018, 1.30pm 

School closes at the end of the summer term Friday 20th July 2018, 3.15pm 

 

D. Harrison  
Headteacher 


