
 

 

 

Girls Football 
I would like to begin this week’s newsletter by celebrating the amazing successes that have 
been enjoyed by our girl footballers this week. On Wednesday, we had 2 teams competing at 
Sedgefield. I was absolutely thrilled when the girls returned and informed us that both of our 
teams had won their respective leagues, the Championship and League One. It was clear that 
the girls were absolutely buzzing and had really enjoyed the whole experience. I have been so 
pleased to see how many girls are keen to play Football and it is something which we will 
continue to encourage. I have provisionally arranged for Sunderland AFC Ladies First team to 
visit us, do a question and answer session and demonstrate skills in June. Following the 
recent takeover of SAFC, all aspects of the business are being reviewed and so that is why 
our arrangement is only provisional. It is to be hoped that some value is given to the Ladies 
given the fact that there is so much interest, and so much talent in the North East. Who 
knows, one day some of our girls may follow in the footsteps of the likes of Lucy Bronze 
(Footballer of the Year) and Steph Houghton (England Captain), both of whom started their 
careers at Sunderland. Well done to all of the girls, Miss Curry and Mrs Cox. 

Well done Year 2 
Year 2 children have been working hard on their assessments recently and have impressed 
everyone with their effort and attitude. Well done to the Year 2 children! I would also like to 
thank Mrs Phillips and all of the staff who have supported the children so well and have 
provided a nurturing environment.  
3/4T Class Assembly 
3/4T produced a magnificent class assembly on Wednesday as they put on a musical 
masterpiece. The assembly celebrated music and commemorated the wonderful work of Sir 
Andrew Lloyd Webber. I could hear the assembly as I sat through my 2 hour meeting, which 
was on Business Continuity! I know that all who were there were thoroughly impressed. Well 
done to Miss Todd and 3/4T on an outstanding effort. 

Music 
Music is something which I consider to be a strength in our school and this week has provided 
good evidence of this. Miss Todd’s assembly showcased singing superbly and there are a 
number of very talented children within that group. The same can be said of the children who 
bravely performed solos during our assembly for Bryan Raper on Monday. Providing musical 
opportunities to the children is crucial and hopefully plants the seed for when they are older. 
Yesterday I was delighted to be able to confirm that we will have a visit from a brass group 
during the Durham Brass Festival in July. The Ox Close Greatest Show, which takes place on 
June 10th, will be another wonderful experience for the children. I am thrilled that the new 
Town Mayor, Cllr Clive Maddison, has accepted an invitation from our Children’s Champion to 
attend.  

Congratulations Mr Crowther 
We would like to offer our congratulations to Mr Crowther who is marrying Stacey tomorrow in 
the Lake District. We hope that they have a fantastic day and we wish them every future 
happiness.  

Durham Pride 
As we are planning our own Ox Close Pride Parade, the children might enjoy seeing a parade 
in full flow before we do our own. Durham Pride 2018 takes place on Sunday 27th May at The 
Sands, Durham. There will be a funfair, stalls, hot and cold food as well as the parade itself. 
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Please feel free to attend the free family-friendly event which proves to be very entertaining 
each year.  

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Erin C, while Max L came out on top in Key Stage 1 
and Brooke N scored highest in Key Stage 2. Congratulations to them all and to all of the 
many certificate winners from this week. 

Happy Holidays 
Today brings down the curtain on what has been a very hectic but productive half term. I 
would like to thank all of the children and staff for making it so successful. We have worked 
very hard on the academic front and have had many other activities ongoing, demonstrating 
the diversity of the provision at Ox Close. The final half term of the year starts on Tuesday 5th 
June and that will be the busiest one of the year. I would like to wish all children and families 
a happy half term and I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 5th June. 

Attendance 

Class 3/4C had the highest attendance this week with 98.5%. 1 class was perfectly punctual 
and 79 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Unfortunately, we are 
also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and 
Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices 
must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school 
processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

 
Dates for the Diary  
School closes for half term Friday 25th May 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after half term Tuesday 5th June 2018 

1/2P Class Assembly  Wednesday 13th June 2018, 10.10am 

5/6W Class Assembly Wednesday 20th June 2018, 10.10am 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 9.30am 

Key Stage 2 Sports Day Thursday 21st June 2018, 1.30pm 

Back up Sports Day  Tuesday 26th June 2018 (if 21st June rained off) 

Key Stage 2 Sports Finals Friday 29th June 2018, 9.30am 

5/6S Class Assembly  Wednesday 27th June 2018, 10.10am 

Football Freestyler Visit (Whole School) Thursday 29th June 2018 

Year 6 Residential Sunday 1st July to Wednesday 4th July 2018 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 9th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 1 and 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday  10th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 3 and 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 11th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday  12th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 6 Leaver Celebration Friday 20th July 2018, 1.30pm 

School closes at the end of the summer term Friday 20th July 2018, 3.15pm 
 

 
D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


