
 

 

 

Federation 
Earlier this year, I explained that there had been discussions with regard to the possibility of 
Ox Close amalgamating with Oxclose Nursery. I had several meetings with senior figures from 
the County Council but had reservations over budget implications for both schools. The 
proposed Federation would mean that both schools would remain as separate schools but 
maintain their own budgets. Consultation opened on this on Wednesday this week and will be 
open until September 3rd. The consultation document includes a form on which you can 
express any opinions and views. 

Staindrop World Cup 
Yesterday we took a large group of boy and girl Footballers to Staindrop for the annual 
Staindrop World Cup. 24 teams took part and each was attached to a country, with Ox Close 
representing Spain. It was a tournament which included the best teams from across South 
Durham and the standard was high. Mr Crowther and Mr Hall were delighted with how the 
children conducted themselves and I am delighted to say that our ‘A team’ won the 
competition, which is an amazing achievement. They beat Etherley Lane 2-1 in a hotly 
contested final. It is the second time that we have taken the trophy in the 4 years that the 
competition has been running, which speaks volumes about our sporting talent. 
Congratulations to all of the boys and girls for representing Ox Close so well and for ensuring 
that ‘Football did come home’ on this occasion. 

Ash Randall - Football Freestyler 
While the footballers were out in the Staindrop sun, Ash Randall was dazzling Ox Close pupils 
and staff with his incredible Football Freestyle skills yesterday. Ash has held 18 Guinness 
World Records and first of all introduced himself in an eye catching display in assembly. He 
had many willing volunteers from the audience to take part and Amy J and Owen A carried off 
their tricks superbly. Interestingly, he then requested that the 2 members of staff with a 
Football background join him at the front! Miss Curry naturally showed great balance and 
poise but I would be keen to avoid circulation of photographs of myself balancing a ball on my 
thigh, under my chin, hopping on one leg with one of my shoes on my head! It was all good 
fun and the children were spell bound by Ash and all had the opportunity to work with him 
throughout the day. When I saw the looks of wonder on faces as Ash demonstrated, it 
reminded me of the great influence that we can have as teachers and Headteachers. I am 
delighted that everyone had such a good day in the sun.  

Durham County Athletics Finals 
Clark T made it to the County finals of the 60m which was being held at Shildon this morning. 
We are over the moon that he came 1st in his semi-final and 5th in the final. This is a terrific 
achievement and he was a great ambassador for Ox Close Primary. 

5/6C Class Assembly 
Class 5/6C performed their assembly on the Stone Age on Wednesday. I was very impressed 
and even more so when Miss Curry explained that the children had written the script 
themselves. I was also impressed with our actors and their costumes, with our Stone Age 
characters getting well and truly into the roles. 

Smarties Challenge 
The Ox Close Friends organised the Smarties Tube Challenge recently. Children were invited 
to fill their tubes with 20ps and a draw was held in assembly to pick out 2 lucky winners. The 
winners were Joshua W (Reception) and Callum R (Year 1). The boys both received a £10 
Smyths toys voucher. Congratulations to them and thank you to everyone for taking part and 
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raising valuable funds on behalf of our amazing Ox Close Friends. The money is all invested 
back into the children and so everyone wins out.  

Residential 
Our Year 6 children head off on their residential in Lincolnshire this weekend. Miss Bowden 
has worked really hard to organise the visit with PGL and I am sure that everyone will have a 
terrific time. I am very grateful to Miss Bowden for this organisation, especially as PGL had to 
change the venue earlier in the year. I would also like to thank Miss Bowden, Mr Crowther, 
Mrs Franklin and Mrs Simpson for giving up their time to make the residential possible. The 
children leave on Sunday lunch time and return on Wednesday tea time. I hope that everyone 
has a fantastic time.  

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Denver while Logan came out on top in Key Stage 1 
and Louise scored highest in Key Stage 2. Congratulations to them all and to all of the many 
certificate winners from this week.  
Platinum Reward Trip 

Class Charts has been a big success this year and has impacted positively upon behaviour 
across the school. I promised that those children who achieve a Platinum Award (250 points 
plus) will have a special treat at the end of this year. We have booked a reward trip for 
Wednesday 18th July.  We currently have 76 children who have qualified and I am sure that 
there will be more before we reach the cut-off point next week.  

Go Givers 
Year 5 representatives attended the Go Givers Celebration event on Wednesday with Mrs 
Woods. They received their certificate and accreditation as Young Citizens for their hard work 
in reducing hate crime related to the LGBT community. Next year, we intend to take this work 
further into the community. All Year 5 children were given their certificate in the Star of the 
Week assembly today. 

Attendance 

Class RB had the highest attendance this week with 99.5%. The overall school attendance 
this year so far is 96.2% while this week it has been 94.4%. No classes were perfectly 
punctual and 167 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  

Dates for the Diary  
Year 6 Residential Sunday 1st July to Wednesday 4th July 2018 

Year 5 Beamish Trip Friday 6th July 2018 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 9th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Sports Finals Monday 9th July, 1.30pm 

Y5 & 6 Kirkley Hall Trip Tuesday 10th July 2018 

Years 1 and 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday  10th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 3 and 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 11th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday  12th July 2018, 9.30am 

Y3 & 4 Botanic Gardens Trip Friday 13th July 2018 

Platinum Trip to Adventure Valley Wednesday 18th July 2018 

Year 6 Leaver Celebration and Barbeque Thursday 19th  July 2018, 2pm (change of date) 

School closes at the end of the summer term Friday 20th July 2018, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


