
 

 

 

Farewell Mr Bulmer 
After 3 years of excellent service as a caretaker, Mr Bulmer has decided to retire from his 
position at Ox Close. This is due to ongoing medical concerns with his hip and back. Mr 
Bulmer is a manager’s dream as he is a true problem solver and he will be a big miss. I would 
like to thank Mr Bulmer for his work and wish him every future success. 

Electric Car 
This week has seen 2 of our big engineering projects come to a head. Mrs Cox’s Science 
experience gives us a huge advantage in this field. Yesterday, 3 Year 5 and 2 Year 4 children 
went to Newcastle to race an electric car that we had built in school. This was possible thanks 
to a grant from the Reece Foundation. The car is powered by 2 12 volt batteries and is very 
impressive. Two retired engineers, Alan and Mike, helped us. It has been a fantastic project 
and one which everyone has enjoyed and the event featured on the local ITV news last night. 
Well done to all concerned. 

Wind in your Sails 
Today Year 5 children attended Beamish for the Wind in your Sails event. The challenge was 
to make windmills and the children have thoroughly enjoyed it. We entered 2 teams in the 
competition, which was open to schools from across the North East. The windmills will be on 
display at the museum over the weekend as part of the Wind in your Sails exhibition. 
Congratulations to all of the children and staff.  

Residential 
Our Year 6 children had a fantastic time on their residential in Lincolnshire this week. They 
were a credit to the school and they all loved the various activities that were organised by 
PGL. I know that Miss Bowden was tremendously impressed with the Centre, the activities 
but, most of all, the children. I would like to thank the children for representing us so well. I 
would also like to say a special thank you to our wonderful staff who gave up their time to 
make the residential possible. Miss Bowden, Mr Crowther, Mrs Franklin and Mrs Simpson are 
so committed to allowing the children to have amazing experiences and I can’t thank them 
enough for this dedication and outstanding level of care.  

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Emmie-Jay while Faith came out on top in Key Stage 
1 and Evie S scored highest in Key Stage 2. Congratulations to them all and to all of the 
certificate winners from this week.  
Platinum Reward Trip 

Class Charts has been a big success this year and has impacted positively upon behaviour 
across the school. I promised that those children who achieve a Platinum Award (250 points 
plus) will have a special treat at the end of this year. We have booked a reward trip for 
Wednesday 18th July.  86 children have qualified and I look forward to the reward visit in the 
last week. 

Spennymoor Gala 
Don’t forget to come along and support our school at this year’s Gala. We are placed 
alongside the nursery and are following the Disney theme this year by attempting to get 101 
Dalmatians between the two schools. If you’d like to dress up, please do, but don’t feel as 
though you must. We would love to see as much support for the school as possible, we need 
all the help we can get to throw the sweets! We will meet at 12.15pm on Barnfield Road 
(position 14). Mrs Woods has organised this and she looks forward to seeing you there.  
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Educate and Celebrate  
We have heard a lot about Pride parades happening in various schools across the country, 
unfortunately for the wrong reasons! At Ox Close, we have been lucky to have the support of the 
majority of parents and carers, unlike the experience of some schools. Thank you for your 
continued support and appreciation for the work we do at school. I am also very proud of how 
maturely the children have approached the Educate and Celebrate agenda. Full credit must go to 
Mrs Woods. 

Durham Futures 
Some weeks ago, some of our children were involved in shooting another video for Durham 
County Council. This video was all about the ideal work spaces of the future. As ever, the children 
came up with amazing ideas. The video can be seen on Youtube. The Northern Echo have 
arranged the work and they are keen to shoot a further video before the end of the academic year. 
It is a terrific honour for Ox Close to be chosen to take part out of all of the schools in the County.  

20mph Zones 
Earlier on in the academic year, some of our Year 5/6 children helped to design road signs which 
were intended to assist with encouraging drivers to stick to 20mph around schools. Mrs Payne 
took some children to the signs outside of the Moors Tavern a couple of weeks ago and they took 
part in a photograph with some children from King Street, who also helped with the designs.  

Swimming Costumes 
On occasion, we need to provide swimming costumes to children when they have not brought 
them to school. These outfits are ones which have been donated by parents when the children 
have grown out of them. We are now running low on stocks and so any new donations from 
parents would be gratefully received. Thank you.  

Lost Property 
We have an extensive collection of lost property in school and so on Thursday 12th July, after 
school, we will put this lost property on display on tables outside of the school gate. 

Celebration of Excellence 
Next week we hold all of our Celebration of Excellence events. These events always bring the 
curtain down on the academic year and serve as a rite of passage as the children move from one 
year group to the next or, in the case of Year 6s, to a new school. As we have a number of Looked 
After and former Looked After children, we request that people refrain from taking photographs 
and video of the performances.  

Attendance 
Class 3/4T had the highest attendance this week with 98.9%. The overall school attendance this 
year so far is 96.2% while this week it has been 96.0%. One class was perfectly punctual and 236 
minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has 
been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Unfortunately, we are also unable to 
authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County 
protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in 
instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or 
more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary  
Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 9th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Sports Finals Monday 9th July, 1.30pm 

Y5 & 6 Kirkley Hall Trip Tuesday 10th July 2018, 8.15am 

Years 1 and 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday  10th July 2018, 9.30am 

Years 3 and 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 11th July 2018, 9.30am 

Year 5 and 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday  12th July 2018, 9.30am 

Y3 & 4 Botanic Gardens Trip Friday 13th July 2018 

Platinum Trip to Adventure Valley Wednesday 18th July 2018 

Year 6 Leaver Celebration and Barbeque Thursday 19th  July 2018, 2pm (change of date) 

School closes at the end of the summer term Friday 20th July 2018, 3.15pm 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


