
 

 

 

Celebration of Excellence 
This week has been a very proud one as we have seen the children graduate and receive 
various awards in their Celebration of Excellence events. I am so proud of our children, they 
are amazing. It is always hard for staff to select winners for the various awards as the 
competition is so fierce. I must say that the singing has been incredible. Yesterday, Year 5 
and 6 had their event and the singing was genuinely at the standard of a choir. It’s a great 
feeling to be part of a successful group and that sense of pride was clear when all of the 
children sang. I would like to thank them all and to recognise the amazing efforts of our 
wonderful staff. Thank you to all of the parents who attended the events, as well as the Sports 
Day Finals on Monday. 

Outstanding Achievement 
Year 6 are a fantastic cohort and it will be a sad day when they leave us next Friday. They are 
talented, likeable, well-mannered and full of character. I have a special place in my heart for 
them as they were my first new intake when I became a Headteacher 7 years ago. I think I 
can say that their holistic development has been outstanding over 7 years and that stood out 
when they performed yesterday. They deserve every credit, as do the staff for supporting and 
nurturing them all. This opinion has also been backed up this week as we received our SATs 
results for the Year 6 pupils. 

Key Stage 2 SATs  
Expected Standard 

Subject Ox Close- 2018 National- 2018 Difference 

Reading 93% 75% +18% 

Writing 90% 78% +12% 

GPS 86% 78% +8% 

Maths 93% 76% +17% 

RWM Combined 88% 64% +24% 
 

Higher Scaled Score 

Subject Ox Close- 2018 National- 2017 Difference 

Reading 36% 25% +11% 

Writing 31% 18% +13% 

GPS 36% 31% +5% 

Maths 29% 23% +6% 

RWM Combined 12% 9% +3% 
 

Our Year 6 SATs results are listed above. They are remarkable. Well done to all of the 
children and staff. 
Reports 
The children brought their end of year reports home today and hopefully you will find them 
informative. A massive amount of time goes into these reports and the idea is to give parents 
detailed information about the learning of the children and how they are achieving in relation 
to national age related expectations. Details were also included with regard to next year’s 
class organisation. Some changes have been made with the Year 4 cohort as they move up to 
Year 5. The teachers looked at the dynamics very carefully and also involved the children. 
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This is an attempt to ensure the very best possible climate for learning for all of the pupils in 
Year 5 ad 6 next year.  

Uniform 
As we move to the end of the academic year, I would like to remind everyone that uniform can 
be purchased on the school website via Cre8ive Graphics or you can visit the shop at 12 Peel 
Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF (Tel: 01388 664097). We have been very happy with the 
service which they have provided, especially after our troubles last summer. The children are 
also reminded to wear black shoes with their uniform. 

School Meals 
On Friday 20th July children on school meals will have a picnic style meal instead of the usual 
fish Friday. From September the cost of a school meal for children in Key Stage 2 will 
increase by 5p to £2.05 per day (£10.25 per week). The menus are now ready on Parent Pay 
to accept bookings in advance for September. 

Platinum Reward Trip 

Class Charts has been a big success this year and has impacted positively upon behaviour 
across the school. Recently, I asked staff to review the year and almost every single person 
mentioned the impact that Class Charts has had since we implemented it. On Wednesday, we 
are taking 84 children from across the school to Adventure Valley for the Platinum Reward 
Trip. School Fund has paid for this venture, which is costing a considerable amount. I am sure 
that the children will have a fantastic time. 

Solan Connor Fawcett Family Cancer Trust Charity Skydive 
Martin McGough is taking part in a sponsored Sky Dive on 2nd September 2018 at Shotton 
Airfield to raise funds for the Solan Connor Fawcett Charity. A sponsor form will be at the 
school office until 20th July if you wish to sponsor Martin in aid of this worthy cause. 

Attendance 

Class 3/4T had the highest attendance this week with 98.6%. The overall school attendance 
this year so far is 96.1% while this week it has been 95.4%. No classes were perfectly 
punctual and 295 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  

Dates for the Diary  
Year 6 Planet Leisure Tuesday 17th July 2018 

Platinum Trip to Adventure Valley Wednesday 18th July 2018 

Year 6 Leaver Celebration and Barbeque Thursday 19th  July 2018, 2pm (change of date) 

School closes at the end of the summer term Friday 20th July 2018, 3.15pm 

School reopens Tuesday 4th September 2018 8.45am 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


