
 

 

 

Year 6 Leavers 
Yesterday’s Year 6 Leavers events were a tremendous success and a very fitting way in 
which for this marvellous group to sign off from Ox Close. Their assembly was excellent and 
the children acquitted themselves magnificently. In terms of their singing, it was simply 
incredible and it was very emotional. It was impossible not to be touched by their passion, 
pride and togetherness. In my view, there is no better feeling than being part of a special team 
and that was apparent as I watched them together on the stage for the last time. I am really so 
proud of the people that they have become and of their many and varied talents and I am so 
confident that they have a bright future ahead. The barbeque that followed was also a 
massive success and felt like a real family event. Although I had to go off to a Looked After 
Meeting in the middle of it, I spoke to a number of parents on the way out who said that they 
had enjoyed it. We always look to make things better at Ox Close and having this event run in 
this way on the Thursday was by far the best decision and so this will be our model moving 
forwards. I would also like to thank the staff for all of their work in tidying and clearing up last 
night and today, as well as staying behind for the barbeque. Good luck to the outstanding 
Year 6 as they move on to their next chapter.  

Outstanding Achievement 
As mentioned last week, our Key Stage 2 test results this year are outstanding. Achievement 
across the school is of a very high standard, with Ox Close’s 2018 outcomes being ahead of 
the National figures from 2017 (latest ones published at this point) in Reception, Year 1 
Phonics Tests and also with our Key Stage One outcomes, which were also fantastic. This 
shows that the children and staff have done an outstanding job. Well done to them all! 

Key Stage 2 SATs  
Expected Standard 
Subject Ox Close- 2018 National- 2018 Difference 

Reading 93% 75% +18% 

Writing 90% 78% +12% 

GPS 86% 78% +8% 

Maths 93% 76% +17% 

RWM Combined 88% 64% +24% 

 
Higher Scaled Score 

Subject Ox Close- 2018 National- 2017 Difference 

Reading 36% 25% +11% 

Writing 31% 18% +13% 

GPS 36% 31% +5% 

Maths 29% 23% +6% 

RWM Combined 12% 9% +3% 
 

Our Year 6 SATs results are listed above. They are remarkable. Well done to all of the 
children and staff. 
Farewell Mrs O’Connell, Miss McDonald and Mr Hall 
I would like to thank Mrs O’Connell and Mr Hall for all of their hard work at Ox Close. Mrs 
O’Connell fitted into our Reception team to cover Miss Hockridge’s maternity superbly. I am 
delighted that she is going to work for a good friend of mine, Mr Ward, the Headteacher at 
Wynyard. Mr Hall completes his year as a Sports Apprentice with us today and is joining the 
army in the summer. Miss McDonald has covered the start of Miss Robson’s maternity. Now 
that Mrs Shepherd has returned from maternity, Miss Curry will cover Miss Robson’s maternity 
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period.  I wish the departing staff every future success and happiness and welcome back Mrs 
Shepherd and Miss Hockridge.  

Uniform 
As we move to the end of the academic year, I would like to remind everyone that uniform can 
be purchased on the school website via Cre8ive Graphics or you can visit the shop at 12 Peel 
Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF (Tel: 01388 664097). We have been very happy with the 
service which they have provided, especially after our troubles last summer. The children are 
also reminded to wear black shoes with their uniform. 

Welcome Mr Bewick 
Mr Bewick will be joining us as caretaker for 2 days a week to take over from Mr Bulmer, who 
sadly decided to retire after suffering with medical issues. I am sure that Mr Bewick will be a 
great asset to Ox Close, just as Mr Bulmer has been.  

Platinum Reward Trip 

Our Platinum Reward Trip to Adventure Valley on Wednesday was an outstanding success. A 
good time was had by all.  

Working with Whitworth Park 
Over the course of this academic year, I have had the pleasure of working with Mr Stone who 
is the interim Headteacher at Whitworth Park School. We have planned an implemented 
collaborative work, which is to the benefit of the pupils of both schools. Mr Stone has the 
same commitment as me to achieving the very best possible outcomes for all pupils and I 
have seen how hard he is working to get things right. I was delighted that the recent visit by 
OfSTED identified that the school is moving in the right direction and meeting all of the 
identified areas under the leadership of Mr Stone. We have also worked with Mr Hodgson, 
their Teaching and Learning Lead, Miss Hindmarch (Geography) and Miss Pickering 
(English). I have found that they all have a similar mentality to our staff at Ox Close and I look 
forward to developing the partnership further next year.  

Charity Football Match: Solan Connor Fawcett Family Cancer Trust 
Half Moon FC will play Ferryhill Town FC for the Jayden Ryder Solan Cup at Coxhoe Athletic 
on Sunday 29th July, kicking off at 10.30am. Tickets are available from both clubs and all 
proceeds go to a very worthy cause.  

School Meal Orders 
Please remember to login to Parent Pay and book meals for your child over the holidays. You 
can book meals in advance up to the Autumn half-term holiday. Thank you. 

Attendance 

Class 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 96.1% while this week it has been 95.3%. Two classes were perfectly punctual 
and 93 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Unfortunately, we are 
also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and 
Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices 
must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school 
processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary  
School reopens Tuesday 4th September 2018 8.45am 

 

Happy Holidays! 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


