
 

 

 

Prospective Parents 
Yesterday we held our first event for prospective parents for 2018-19 and it was a big 
success. It is always great to have the opportunity to step out of the hectic day-to-day role as 
a Headteacher and to reflect upon the many strengths that Ox Close has. Our visitors were 
thoroughly impressed as they went into several classrooms and talked to staff and children. Of 
particular note, was the outstanding singing by our Year 6 children, which started and ended 
proceedings. Their rendition of ‘Something Inside So Strong’ is truly something to behold and 
it was a very proud moment watching my very first Reception cohort at Ox Close perform as 
Year 6s. Well done to them all and thank you to the staff. I would also like to thank Karen the 
cook for providing delicious biscuits. Our next event for prospective parents is next Thursday 
morning.  

Pirate Day 
Today has been our Pirate Day and the weather did not dampen spirits across the school. 
Both children and staff made an effort to dress up for the occasion and it was fantastic to see 
the children having fun. I would like to thank parents for their support with Pirate Day and this 
year we will involve our Children’s Leadership Team (formerly the School Council) in deciding 
how we spend a large proportion of the money. We have already committed some funds so 
that we can have use of the Leisure Centre for our Pirate Reward trips at the end of each half 
term.  

Forest School: Half Term Holiday 
Letters went out this week giving details of our half term Forest Schools provision. The 
summer holiday club proved very popular and so I am sure that we will have good uptake 
again. I believe that Mr Football is also going to run a football club at half term and we will 
confirm the details when he has provided us with them. 

Harvest: EYFS/Key Stage 1. Change of date 
I wrote to the parents of Reception and Key Stage 1 children earlier this week and explained 
that we have had to change the date of their Harvest Festival. This was due to unforeseen 
circumstances. Please note the change of date in the Dates for the Diary section.  

Jane Kennedy: Reading Workshop 
As mentioned in the first week, I am delighted that the highly acclaimed Jane Kennedy, an 
expert in reading with children, is holding a workshop for parents after school at Ox Close on 
Tuesday 28th November. Having seen her in action and worked with her previously, I would 
thoroughly recommend that parents attend. Further details of the evening will follow.  

Uniform 
Sagittarian Embroidery confirmed yesterday that our latest orders are now ready. We will let 
parents know when the uniform is in school so that they can collect them.  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Classes 1/2R, 3/4H and 5/6P had the highest attendance this week with 100%. One class was 
perfectly punctual and 110 minutes were lost due to lateness. High school attendance clearly 
has a link to academic success and progress so keep up the good work! Unfortunately, we 
are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government 
and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty 
notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the 
holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…) 
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School Photographer 
The school photographer will be visiting school on Tuesday 10th October. If you would like a 
family photograph including pre-school children, please come to the school hall for 8.15am. If 
you would like a family photograph including children from different classes, please let us 
know before 9.00am on Tuesday 10th.  

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Prospective Parents Tour of the School Thursday 5th October 2017, 9.00-10.00am 

Phototronics Tuesday 10th October 2017 

Key Stage 2 Harvest Festival Monday 16th October 2017, 2pm 

Prospective Parents Tour and EYFS PE session Wednesday 18th October 2017, 1.30-2.30pm 
Reception and Key Stage 1 Harvest Festival Thursday 19th October 2017, 2pm 

School Closes for the half term holiday Friday 20th October 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after the half term holiday Monday 30th  October 2017 

Halloween Party (Reception and Key Stage 1) Wednesday 1st November 2017, 3.30-4.30pm 

Halloween Disco (Key Stage 2) Wednesday 1st November 2017, 5-6.30pm 

Prospective Parents Open Morning Thursday 2nd November 2017, 9.15am 

Parent Consultation Night Tuesday 21st November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night Wednesday 22nd November 2017, 3.30-6pm  

Reading Workshop for Parents with Jane Kennedy Tuesday 28th November 2017, 3.30pm 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 13th  December 2017, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 14th December, 10am and 5:30pm (St 
Paul’s Church) 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 19th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 20th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 21st  December 2017 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 22nd December 2017  

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 22nd  December 2017 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison 
Headteacher 


