
 

 

 

Brilliant Start 
It has been a brilliant start to the year and it has been a pleasure to visit classrooms across 
the school this week. The children are an absolute credit to the school and it is always a 
pleasure to show visitors around. The teaching team is terrific and we are also fortunate to 
have the support of very talented Teaching Assistants. I have been asking the children what 
they see as the most important aspect of my job. I was so impressed that every single class 
was able to say ‘to keep us safe’. That is absolutely my top priority and it always will be. We 
are proud of the behaviour and values of the vast majority of pupils at Ox Close and we will 
continue to uphold the highest standards of behaviour. 

Behaviour System 
I have been working with Miss Bowden to develop a behaviour system, which we can 
introduce within this academic year. We have looked at a range of options and have come up 
with a system which is digital, incremental, visual, inclusive and which can provide some links 
to parents and also homework. We have signed an agreement and, while it will take a little 
time to make it bespoke to Ox Close, I am looking forward to sharing this with parents. I will 
keep you posted.  

Ron Hogg 
I am delighted that the Durham Police and Crime Commissioner, Ron Hogg, will join us on 
Monday in assembly. This is a great honour for the school and he will be launching campaigns 
about safety on dark nights and diversity.  

Miss Bowden 
I must praise Miss Bowden and thank her for her invaluable work so far this term. She is a real 
tower of strength and it is a real pleasure to work alongside her to try to improve all aspects of 
Ox Close. At times this year my own children have been in hospital and so, being able to rely 
upon Miss Bowden to lead the school has been invaluable. It is clear to all that she is an 
outstanding leader, teacher and person and we are very lucky to have her here at Ox Close! 

Pirate Day 
Children and adults alike enjoyed our Pirate Day activities last Friday. We organised a pirate 
themed ‘assault course’ in the hall, due to the weather outside, and differentiated this 
according to the age of the children. A good dose of competition brought out the best in the 
children and we saw just how competitive some of our teachers (and Headteacher) actually 
are! Thank you for your efforts in sending the children to school in their costumes and thank 
you for returning sponsor forms and money. If you haven’t yet returned these, there is still 
time. I will be purchasing Smyths Toys vouchers and announcing our lucky winners before we 
break up for half term.  

Football Team 
Our Football team kicked off their season with some friendlies on Tuesday at Whitworth Park. 
I have high hopes for the team this year and Mr Crowther and Mr Hall both reported that the 
team played really well. A 2-0 victory was achieved against Cleves Cross while a hard fought 
0-0 draw was the outcome when we faced King Street A. Good luck to the team for the rest of 
the season. 

Cross Country 
Children from KS2 competed in a Cross Country festival at Ferryhill Business College on 
Wednesday. All children gave 100% and were a credit to the school. We look forward to 
representing the school in future events. 
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Parents in School 
Mornings can be very hectic in school and the corridors are very crowded. For that reason, we 
try to encourage the children to be independent and to come into school by themselves. This 
avoids congestion. If parents do need to see teachers then an appointment can be made at 
the office or a message can be passed on. Thank you. 

Holiday Provision 
Letters went out last week giving details of our half term Forest Schools provision. The 
summer holiday club proved very popular and so I am sure that we will have good uptake 
again. This week we sent home the details of Mr Football’s club at half term. It is great that we 
are able to offer these services and it also provides some potential childcare at a reasonable 
cost.  

Parking 
We have received reports that some parents have been parking in the no parking area outside 
of the school gates. The no parking area is in place to help keep the children safe. I am sure 
that everyone would agree that this is of paramount importance, as we don’t want anyone 
being hurt or knocked over. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Spennymoor Town FC Discounted Tickets 
If you would like discounted tickets to be used for any home match in the 2017/18 season 
please contact the school office. Children under 18 are free, adults £7 and over 60s £5. 

Attendance 
Class RS had the highest attendance this week with 98.9% However, 0 classes were perfectly 
punctual and 161 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…) 

Parental Support 
We are currently looking for a PSA/Attendance Manager to help provide support to parents. If 
you are interested or know of anyone else who is interested then the advert can be found on 
the Durham County Council jobs website. 

School Photographer 
The school photographer will be visiting school on Tuesday 10th October. If you would like a 
family photograph including pre-school children, please come to the school hall for 8.15am. If 
you would like a family photograph including children from different classes, please let us 
know before 9.00am on Tuesday 10th.  

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Phototronics Tuesday 10th October 2017 

Key Stage 2 Harvest Festival Monday 16th October 2017, 2pm 

Prospective Parents Tour and EYFS PE session Wednesday 18th October 2017, 1.30-2.30pm 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Harvest Festival Thursday 19th October 2017, 2pm 

School Closes for the half term holiday Friday 20th October 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after the half term holiday Monday 30th  October 2017 

Halloween Party (Reception and Key Stage 1) Wednesday 1st November 2017, 3.30-4.30pm 

Halloween Disco (Key Stage 2) Wednesday 1st November 2017, 5-6.30pm 

Prospective Parents Open Morning Thursday 2nd November 2017, 9.15am 

Parent Consultation Night Tuesday 21st November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night Wednesday 22nd November 2017, 3.30-6pm  

Reading Workshop for Parents with Jane Kennedy Tuesday 28th November 2017, 3.30pm 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 13th  December 2017, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 14th December, 10am and 5:30pm (St Paul’s Church) 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 19th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 20th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 21st  December 2017 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 22nd December 2017  

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 22nd  December 2017 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison Headteacher 


