
 

 

 

Harvest 
This week saw two very successful Harvest Festivals. The children did well and gave a good 
account of themselves. Miss Bowden oversaw proceedings with Key Stage 2 on Monday as I 
was in hospital with my daughter, who had a heart operation. Miss Bowden kept me informed 
and said that the children did well. Yesterday, there was a packed audience as Reception and 
Key Stage 1 performed in the church. The children sang and performed well and brought 
some cheer to a gloomy day. Harvest is a time when we also distribute your food donations to 
the food bank and it is lovely to know that we are helping the people of Spennymoor. Thank 
you to all of the children, staff and parents and to Miss Todd who organised the Harvest 
Festivals. It is lovely to be able to use St Paul’s Church and we look forward to returning in 
December for the Year 3 and 4 Carol Concert. 

Mental Health Awareness 
Last week, I mentioned our ongoing efforts to promote positive mental health and to develop 
mindfulness. In November and December there are free courses for parents who are 
supporting children with either emotional or mental health needs. There are five sessions in 
total, with some being held in Newton Aycliffe and one session at the Oaks in Spennymoor. 
The intention is for parents to become more equipped to deal with issues and to share with 
others who may experience similar challenges at home. A leaflet publicising these sessions 
will be displayed in our noticeboard. For more information, please email 
parentsupport@success.coop or call Wendy Minhinnett on 07415380040.  

Open Afternoon for Prospective Parents 
On Wednesday, a large group of prospective parents attended Ox Close to see Mr Football in 
action with his Fundamental Movement programme. Unfortunately, I was in hospital again as 
Evie had her second operation that day. However, both Miss Bowden and Mr Football (Mitch) 
informed me that the event had been a success. If any parent who attended has any 
questions for me, then I would be more than happy to answer them.  

Football Team 
On Tuesday evening the Y5/6 football team played another two games and ended up sharing 
the Autumn Term League title with King Street. Both teams finished with identical points and 
goal difference. Saul Gowland’s goal saw Ox Close defeat King Street but then the team fell to 
an unlucky 1-0 reverse against Cleves Cross. Well done to the team and to Mr Crowther. I am 
sure that this talented squad can achieve further silverware as the season resumes.  

Reception 
Reception class are looking for donations of various items. These include: different sized 
metal and wooden spoons, artificial grass, waterproof trousers (age 4-6 years), old wellies 
(size 7-11), boxes, yoghurt pots and plastic bottles. Please see Mrs Bowman or Miss Smith or 
call at the office if you have any donations. Thank you! 

Spennymoor Town FC Discounted Tickets 
We still have discounted match entry tickets offering a 40% saving for Spennymoor Town FC 
home games in the 2017/18 season. Please contact the school office if you would like some.  
With the ticket you can pay at the gate (Children under 18 are free, adults £7 and over 60s 
£5). 

Parking 
Some parents have passed on their concerns with regard to the situation outside of school in 
the morning with cars. I would ask everyone to park sensibly and to do their bit to help keep all 
of the children safe by being responsible. We do know that some people are not always 100% 
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safe and considerate. While we have no jurisdiction or direct authority over traffic, and we 
have made many efforts to address this over the years, we will pass on concerns to the 
PCSOs and ask if the police can monitor the situation, an issue which exists outside of most 
schools unfortunately. Also can I ask that parents do not park in the staff car park when 
dropping off or picking up their children. Thank you. 

Community Consultation 
On Saturday 21st October, between 10am and 2pm, there is a Community Consultation in the 
Town Hall. This event offers the opportunity to speak to councillors about Spennymoor and to 
Whitworth Park staff about the future of the 6th form.  

Half term 
Tonight brings an end to the first half term of the academic year. The school re-opens after 
half term on Monday 30th October. I would like to wish everyone a great holiday. I look forward 
to a very hectic and busy half term as we lead up to Christmas once again. 

Holiday Provision 
Next week we are hosting Forest School Holiday Club. I hope that all of the children enjoy 
themselves.  

Celebrate Science: Tuesday 24th - Thursday 26th October 10am - 4pm Daily 

Celebrate Science takes place next week and offers 3 fun-packed and fascinating days of 
FREE children’s events, activities, workshops and experiments celebrating science! 
A wide range of free science themed activities will be taking place, including shining light on 
lung disease, tours of the night sky and optical illusions. Children will be invited to carry out 
amazing experiments, participate in astonishing hands-on activities and create their very own 
inventions, with University experts on hand to answer questions from visitors on everything 
from molten lava to time travel! 
A varied programme of events will also be taking place at University attractions across the 
City including the Botanic Garden, Oriental Museum and Palace Green Library. 

Free Family Fun Day Shildon Railway Museum 28th October 10am-3pm 

Meet Superheroes including Police, Fire, Coastguard etc. Please see leaflet for details. 

Head Lice 
As we have had reports of head lice in school, I would ask that parents check and comb their 
child’s hair regularly and purchase treatments if appropriate. 

Attendance 
Class RB had the highest attendance this week with 99.5%. 2 classes were perfectly punctual 
and 220 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Unfortunately, we are 
also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and 
Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices 
must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…) 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
School Closes for the half term holiday Friday 20th October 2017, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after the half term holiday Monday 30th  October 2017 

Halloween Party (Reception and Key Stage 1) Wednesday 1st November 2017, 3.30-4.30pm 

Halloween Disco (Key Stage 2) Wednesday 1st November 2017, 5-6.30pm 

Prospective Parents Open Morning Thursday 2nd November 2017, 9.15am 

Parent Consultation Night Tuesday 21st November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night Wednesday 22nd November 2017, 3.30-6pm  

Reading Workshop for Parents with Jane Kennedy Tuesday 28th November 2017, 3.30pm 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 13th  December 2017, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 14th December, 10am and 5:30pm (St Paul’s Church) 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 19th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 20th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 21st  December 2017 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 22nd December 2017  

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 22nd  December 2017 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 

D. Harrison Headteacher 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/botanic.garden/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/oriental.museum
https://www.dur.ac.uk/palace.green/

