
 

 

 

Run a Marathon 
Following the launch of our ‘Mile + Marathon’ Challenge, I would like to congratulate all 
children for their outstanding effort and determination. In total, the children ran approximately 
290 miles. Thank you to everyone that helped support the event. It was great to see so many 
children running alongside family members. The raffle was a great success and all winners 
have been informed. Please collect prizes from the school office. The final total will be 
announced next week. 

Be the best you can be 
It has been a very busy week in school as we have continued to evaluate all aspects of our 
provision. This has included observing lessons, looking at work, talking to children and 
speaking to staff. Unfortunately, this meant that I was unable to take part in or observe any of 
our Run a Marathon events. I did have to make my way through the hall and see that there 
were many parents in attendance, which was excellent to see. It has been pleasing to notice 
the strong provision and very useful to identify ways in which we can further improve. 

Class Charts 
We have launched Class Charts this week, our new behaviour system. It has proved to be 
very popular with the children and I have enjoyed seeing why they have been awarded 
positive points. As there are clearly designed reasons for the positive points, it has meant that 
there have been lots of discussions amongst the children. I believe that this will help to make 
the outstanding behaviour in the school even better. When the system goes live in January, 
texts will automatically be sent to parents when children hit certain milestones. In the 
meantime, we are sending texts manually. I have arranged for some interim awards for this 
half term. The first one is that 100 hundred positive points will result in a Bronze Award. We 
will continue to monitor the system, how it is being applied and what impact it is having. 

Miss Curry 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome Miss Curry to our wonderful team here at Ox Close. 
Miss Curry is covering Mrs Shepherd’s maternity. I arranged for them to have some cross 
over this week and I know that Mrs Shepherd has been very helpful, while Miss Curry is taking 
the time to get to know all of the children and the school systems. She has worked in a couple 
of Durham schools since qualifying, while she did her final teaching practice with us here 4 
years ago. I know that Miss Curry remembers our infamous whole school visit to Beamish 
when she was 33 weeks pregnant, particularly being pelted by hailstones in a sudden violent 
downpour! Anyway, I would like to congratulate Miss Curry upon her success in our recent 
recruitment and I was so struck by how much she actually wanted to come and work for us 
here at Ox Close. She is an accomplished footballer and I am hoping that she can organise 
some Football provision for girls as well as stand in for Mrs Shepherd. Welcome aboard! 

Mrs Shepherd 
Mrs Shepherd leaves to start her maternity on Wednesday. We wish her well as she becomes 
a parent for the first time and look forward to her return. 

Anti Bullying 
This week has been National Anti Bullying week. Each class has discussed anti bullying and 
attempted some activities. Yesterday in assembly, Miss Smith looked at differences and 
celebrating these. I liked the analogy that she made with the cake- it takes many different 
ingredients to make a successful cake, just as it takes many different types of people to make 
a successful school. Thank you to Miss Smith for organising this week.  
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Big First Aid Lesson 
Two weeks ago, our Year 5 and 6 children took part in the Big First Aid lesson, an event which 
was live across the country. We are always looking to ways to help keep the children safe and 
the Big First Aid lesson was a huge success. It was great that one of our Governors, Wendy 
Hall, who is an accomplished, experienced and highly skilled First Aider, attended school.  

Children in Need 
It was great to see the children and staff covered in spots and stripes today. The ‘Glow in the 
Dark’ bands also went down a treat. All of the monies raised will go directly to Children in 
Need. We will update you next week with the grand total.  

School Lunches  
Thank you to those parents who continue to complete the online ordering of meals. We realise 
that from time to time, parents may be unable to complete these. Unfortunately, this has been 
leading to extra workload for the already extremely busy Mrs Smart who has been spending 
hours completing the orders herself by talking to the children on a daily basis. Naturally, we 
would always ensure that children are fed even if they are without the meal choice. However, 
as of Monday, if we do not know your child’s choice then we will automatically allocate them a 
sandwich.    

Parent Consultations 
Next week sees us hosting our Parent Consultation evenings. These offer a vital opportunity 
to hear about the progress being made by your children and to ask questions. I am sure that 
they will be well attended and worthwhile. It is important that we try to keep to time, as I am 
sure that everyone appreciates this. Consequently, if you have burning issues that you need 
to raise, please could you make a separate appointment. Miss Curry will attend alongside Mrs 
Shepherd so that parents can get to know her too.  

Attendance 
Class 3/4C had the highest attendance this week with 98.8%. No classes were perfectly 
punctual and 264 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
School has to report this to the Local Authority, who process fines. Over the coming 
weeks, because of the legislation, we will need to invite some parents into school to 
discuss ways in which we can help to improve attendance and punctuality.  
We have also recruited a PSA/Attendance Manager, who will take up her post in 
January. I will give you more details once all of the necessary paperwork has been 
completed. 

 
Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Parent Consultation Night Class 1/2R only Monday 20th November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night All Classes Tuesday 21st November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night All Classes except 1/2R Wednesday 22nd November 2017, 3.30-6pm  

Reading Workshop for Parents with Jane Kennedy Tuesday 28th November 2017, 3.30pm 

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 6th December 2017 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 13th  December 2017, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 14th December, 10am and 5:30pm (St Paul’s Church) 

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 15th December 2017 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 19th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 20th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 21st  December 2017 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 22nd December 2017  

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


