
 

 

 

Reading Workshop 
Reading is a very important part of life and it is something which we make a priority at Ox 
Close. Having a close bond with parents and involving them in the learning process is also 
crucial. I am delighted that the Reading expert and consultant, Jane Kennedy, will be hosting 
a workshop for parents at Ox Close at 3.30pm on Tuesday. We sent a letter out earlier in the 
week with further details. Jane has many strategies to help support children and I know that 
this would be of great benefit to parents who read at home with their children. I am sure that it 
will be a big success.  

Investors in Children Award 
We were delighted to receive the Investors in Children award in assembly on Wednesday. 
This award acknowledges the influence and contribution of children within the school and it is 
something of which we are very proud. Last summer, a team from Investors in Children came 
to talk to some of the children independently about school life and this is how the award came 
about.  

Children’s Leadership Team and the Mayor’s Christmas Card 
Mrs Woods worked with the Ox Close Children’s Leadership Team (CLT) this week and was 
so impressed with their maturity. The Mayor has invited children from across the town to 
design his 2017 Christmas card and the CLT judged the Ox Close entries, which were 
anonymised.  
The winners were as follows: 
RS   Wisdom Warrilow 
RB  Jake Halliburton 
1/2C  Lucy Van Der Merwe 
1/2R  Tia Hardy 
1/2P  Kai Tonge 
3/4C  Alfie Stephenson 
3/4H  Edie Longhorne 
3/4T  Evie Stapleton 
5/6P   Amy Conder 
5/6W  Isla Bainbridge 
5/6S   Harvey Hebdon 
The above Ox Close winners will now be considered, alongside entries from other schools, 
and hopefully one will be chosen as the Mayor’s Christmas card for 2017.  
On a separate note, one of the CLT, Allana Kitching, made a sensible suggestion with regard 
to our new Class Charts system this week and we have put it in place. There is now a specific 
award for good conduct in assembly. Thanks to Allana and the entire leadership team and 
congratulations to all of our Christmas card winners.  

Promoting Safety 
I am delighted that the County Durham Police and Crime Commissioner Ron Hogg will be 
visiting us once again on Monday. Keeping the children safe is of course the most important 
aspect of our operation. We have also booked for our Year 6 children to attend a safety 
carousel later in the academic year. This will include:  
Fire Safety (Fire Service), Electricity Safety (Northern Powergrid), Water Safety (RNLI), 
Unintentional injuries in the home (Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust), Internet 
Safety (Police) and Road Safety (Durham County Council Road Safety Team). In the summer 
term, we have also arranged for the RNLI to come and do an assembly about water safety in 
school.  
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Disability Sports Day 
Last Wednesday, we held a Disability Sports Day. Key Stage 2 children had the opportunity to 
try out a range of disability sports, such as boccia and sitting volleyball. The day was a huge 
success and helped to raise awareness of disability. 

Spina Bifida 
Following on from the Disability Sports Day and our anti bullying week, Year 3 and 4 had a 
visit from Natalie on Thursday, a lady who has Spina Bifida. This followed the theme of ‘we’re 
all different but we are all equal’ and gave the children the opportunity to ask lots of questions. 
The children were struck by the determination which Natalie has and Natalie herself left with a 
very positive impression of Ox Close.  

Children in Need 
Last Friday we raised £425 for Children in Need. Thank you to everyone who donated and 
bought the wrist bands. 

Run a Mile + Marathon Challenge 
The final total raised from the raffle was £286.80. Thank you to all those who donated prizes 
and bought raffle tickets. 

Christmas Dinner 
Our Christmas dinner will be on Wednesday 6th December this year. Thank you to those 
parents who have booked a Christmas dinner for their child on Parent Pay. If there is anyone 
else who normally has a packed lunch and wishes to have a Christmas dinner that day, 
please notify the school office on Monday morning to avoid disappointment. The dinner 
is free to all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 and anyone on the free school meals 
register. The cost to children in Key Stage 2 is £2, payable at the time of ordering. 

Oxclose Nursery Christmas Fayre – Thursday 30th November 9am-4.30pm 
Oxclose Nursery would like to invite everyone to the Log Cabin in the Community Garden for 
their Christmas Fayre. There will be craft stalls, a book stall, tombola, cake stall, a Christmas 
raffle and a chance to have a cup of tea/coffee and a mince pie with friends, or even a glass of 
mulled wine! 

Reception Request 
Reception staff have asked if anyone can donate kitchen roll tubes, washed yoghurt pots, 
cereal boxes and small cardboard boxes, sweet wrappers, old buttons, egg boxes etc. for junk 
modelling. Thank you. 

Attendance 
Classes 1/2C and 5/6W had the highest attendance this week with 98.5%. No classes were 
perfectly punctual and 246 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is 
termed as persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…) 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Reading Workshop for Parents with Jane Kennedy Tuesday 28th November 2017, 3.30pm 

Parent Consultations Y5/6 Mrs Shepherd’s Set Wednesday 29th November 2017 with Mrs Payne 3.20-5.00pm 

Parent Consultations Y5/6 Mrs Shepherd’s Set Thursday 30th November 2017 with Mrs Woods 3.20-5.10pm 

Oxclose Nursery Christmas Fayre – All welcome Thursday 30th November 2017 9am-4.30pm 

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 6th December 2017 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 13th  December 2017, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 14th December, 10am and 5:30pm (St Paul’s Church) 

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 15th December 2017 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 19th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 20th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 21st  December 2017 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 22nd December 2017  

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


