
 

 

 

Remembrance 
Today we have marked Remembrance Day in school with a period of silence and our Y5/6 
children visited the war memorial in the town and laid a wreath. Poppies have been on sale in 
school and I feel that it is important that we offer people the opportunity to pay their respects. 
Investors in Children Award 
In the summer term we had a visit from Investors in Children, who spoke to the children about 
school life. As a result of this visit, we have been awarded the Investors in Children award. 
This will be awarded in the school assembly on 22nd November.  

Important Term 
Although Christmas is way ahead on the horizon, this is a very important term academically 
and we will be looking to ensure that the children make as much progress as is possible. This 
week we have been observing provision and analysing planning and books. We also had a 
visit from our new Education Development Partner, Michael Gardener this week. This will 
continue next week. We have been impressed with what we have seen and, as ever, will 
continue to look for areas in which we can improve.  

Behaviour System: Class Charts 
Yesterday in assembly we introduced the children to Class Charts, our new behaviour system. 
We are trialling the system this half term, starting from Monday. The idea is that the system 
will go fully live in January, by which time we will have developed the systems, trained staff 
and provided more information for parents. The system is visual and interactive and, having 
researched extensively along with Miss Bowden, I am confident that the system will be both 
popular and effective.  

Pirate Winners 
I am delighted to announce the winners of our Pirate Day prize draw at long last! Yesterday in 
assembly, £20 vouchers were handed to Jayden Brown and Alice Corner, with Jack Cook and 
Lois Gowland receiving £10 vouchers. Well done to them all and thank you to the people who 
raised money for the school fund. I am going to talk to the Children’s Leadership Team about 
whether we continue with the pirate day or come up with an alternative next year.  

Mrs Shepherd 
As many of you know, Mrs Shepherd is expecting her first child before Christmas. I would like 
to offer my congratulations to both her and her husband, Luke. Mrs Shepherd is an excellent 
teacher and she will be a big miss but I am delighted for them both. We have recruited a 
teacher to cover her maternity and I will give further details when the paperwork comes 
through.  

Congratulations Miss Hockridge 
Staying on the baby theme, congratulations also go to Miss Hockridge and her partner Mark 
upon the birth of their beautiful daughter, Lucy Jane. She was born on Sunday 29th October 
and weighed in at 7lb 3oz.  

Pantomime 
On Tuesday, the children were treated to a performance of Cinderella by M and M 
Productions. Both children and staff thoroughly enjoyed the performance and we have booked 
for the company to return next year to perform the Wizard of Oz. 

Anti Bullying 
Next week is National Anti Bullying week. On Monday, we are asking the children to wear odd 
socks/ colourful tights. It is an opportunity for children to express themselves and appreciate 
individuality and uniqueness. Please see the letter from Miss Smith for more information. 
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Children in Need 
Next Friday is Children in Need day. I know that Miss Bowden has sent a letter home giving 
details of the various activities which we will be carrying out on the day. Our cook is serving a 
special menu on Friday, including a Pudsey Bear biscuit.  

Online Gaming 
Online gaming is hugely popular with children and young people. Annual research conducted 
by OFCOM shows that gaming is still one of the top activities enjoyed by 5-16 year olds 
online, with many of them gaming via mobile devices and going online using their games 
console. Please see the leaflet accompanying this newsletter for more information. 

Christmas Jumper Day 
We have noticed that Christmas Jumper Day nationally is on Friday 15th December 2017. We 
have decided to have our Christmas Jumper Day on that date, rather than on the previously 
planned day of Friday 22nd December 2017.  

Christmas Dinner 
Our Christmas dinner will be on Wednesday 6th December this year. Anyone who is normally 
on packed lunch who would like to have a Christmas dinner that day is welcome to do so by 
ordering at the school office or booking on Parent Pay by 22nd November. The dinner is free 
to all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 and anyone on the free school meals register. 
The cost to children in Key Stage 2 is £2, payable at the time of ordering. 

Attendance 
Class 1/2P had the highest attendance this week with 100%. 1 class was perfectly punctual 
and 213 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Unfortunately, we are 
also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and 
Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices 
must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…) 

 
Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Children in Need Friday 17th November 2017 

Parent Consultation Night Class 1/2R only Monday 20th November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night All Classes Tuesday 21st November 2017, 3.30-6pm 

Parent Consultation Night All Classes except 1/2R Wednesday 22nd November 2017, 3.30-6pm  

Reading Workshop for Parents with Jane Kennedy Tuesday 28th November 2017, 3.30pm 

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 6th December 2017 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 13th  December 2017, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 14th December, 10am and 5:30pm (St Paul’s Church) 

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 15th December 2017 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 19th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 20th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 21st  December 2017 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 22nd December 2017  

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


