
 

 

 

Reading Workshop 
Thank you to the parents and Grandparents who attended our Reading workshop with Jane 
Kennedy on Tuesday evening. I know that those in attendance found it useful and I am 
grateful to Jane. Next time, I would like Jayne to run a session where parents have the chance 
to read with their children. 

Congratulations Emily 
I would like to congratulate Emily Collingwood of Year 3 upon an outstanding achievement. In 
Monday’s assembly, the Durham Police and Crime Commissioner, Ron Hogg, presented 
Emily with an award to mark her success in winning a competition about promoting safety on 
the dark nights. This was a competition that was entered by children from across our County 
and we are so impressed with Emily and are very proud of her. I shared Emily’s message in 
assembly and I am sure that the children took it on board more, with it coming from an Ox 
Close pupil. 

Working Hard 
Christmas may be approaching but there is still a large chunk of the term left and it is an 
important time academically. We will be continuing with the academic work while we give the 
children the chance to enjoy the festivities. Next week, we will be looking at how the children 
are doing in Reading, Writing and Maths across the school. This will include us working 
alongside subject experts from the Local Authority.  

Year 2 Christmas Journey 
Year 2 had a fantastic time when they attended Trinity Methodist for the Christmas Journey 
this week. Trinity Methodist always impress with these events and it is good to emphasise the 
true meaning of Christmas. Year 2 were well behaved and did the school proud.  

Family Learning 
I was delighted earlier this week when Sunderland Foundation called me and asked for Ox 
Close to attend an event at Livin on Wednesday 6th December to celebrate their Family 
Learning. They could have picked any school but the fact that they selected Ox Close was 
terrific and says a lot about our school, children and parents. The event, which takes place in 
the afternoon, will be attended by Jason Steele, who is currently one of the club’s 
goalkeepers. Jason, of course, is from Newton Aycliffe.  

Visiting Santa 
Reception and Key Stage 1 visited Santa at the Town Hall this week as we gear up for the 
festive season. They all enjoyed themselves and the snow even came out especially to mark 
the occasion.  

EYFS Parent Craft Morning 
The EYFS Parent Craft morning takes place in the hall between 9am and 10.30am on 
Thursday 7th December. I am sure that it will be a huge success and be very well attended.  

Christmas Carols 
Last Friday night, Mrs Simpson and Miss Todd lead a group of our children who performed 
Christmas carols at the switch on of the Town Christmas lights. Several other staff also 
supported. It is fair to say that the conditions and situation were not ideal for our children but 
they were absolutely valiant. I know that the staff were all proud of the children and rightly so. 
Thank you to all of the children and staff for once again showing that Ox Close is involved in 
the community.  
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Mrs Shepherd 
We were delighted to hear about the birth of Mrs Shepherd’s first child late last week. Mrs 
Shepherd gave birth to a healthy little girl, Evelyn Jeanne and both mother and baby are doing 
well. Congratulations to Mrs Shepherd and her husband, Luke. 

Mr Woodward 
Staying with the baby theme, I would also like to pass on my best wishes to Mr Woodward 
and his partner Casey. Casey recently gave birth to their second child, Reya. It was great to 
hear this news and it is always nice to hear from Mr Woodward. He remembers his time at Ox 
Close fondly and often pops in to see us.  

PE and Sport Questionnaire 
Mrs Payne is sending out a pupil and parent questionnaire to all KS1 and KS2 children with 
today’s Newsletter. Please could these be returned to school by Friday 8th December. Thank 
you for your co-operation. 

Christmas Dinner – Wednesday 6th December 
Just a reminder - all pupils who normally bring packed lunches but have ordered a Christmas 
lunch will not need to bring their packed lunch on Wednesday!  

Christmas Post Box 
Children may bring their Christmas cards to post at school from 4th December. As usual, each 
class will have their own class post box. Please ensure all cards are addressed clearly, with 
names and classes. Thank you. 

Reception Children Decorating the Christmas Tree 
Children in the Reception Classes are invited to bring a Christmas decoration into school on 
Tuesday morning, 5th December, so they can decorate the School’s Christmas tree. Thank 
you. 

Reception Request 
Reception staff have asked if anyone can donate kitchen roll tubes, washed yoghurt pots, 
cereal boxes and small cardboard boxes, sweet wrappers, old buttons, egg boxes etc. for junk 
modelling. Thank you. 

Poppy Appeal 
I am delighted to announce that we raised an astonishing £417.42 through our Poppy Appeal. 
Attendance 
Class 1/2C had the highest attendance this week with 97%. No classes were perfectly 
punctual and 404 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…) 

 
Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Reception decorating Christmas tree Tuesday 5th December 2017, am 

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 6th December 2017 

Parent Consultations Y5/6 Mrs Shepherd’s Set Thursday 7th December 2017 with Mrs Woods 3.20-5.10pm 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 13th  December 2017, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 14th December, 10am and 5:30pm (St Paul’s Church) 

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 15th December 2017 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 19th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 20th December 2017, 10am and 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 21st  December 2017 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 22nd December 2017  

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


