
 

 

 

Farewell Miss Readman 
Today we wave a fond farewell to Miss Readman as she moves on to pastures new. She has 
been a terrific asset to the school and she will be a huge miss on all levels. When she joined 
us we had needed to recruit urgently due to the sudden departure of a member of staff. Miss 
Readman was only 16 at the time but her warmth and manner quickly shone through. I am 
very proud of how she has developed from an apprentice into an outstanding and experienced 
member of the team. Good luck in your new job Miss Readman! 

Proud Headteacher 
I have been an exceptionally proud Headteacher this week. I must admit that there are 
aspects of the job which are at times not entirely enjoyable and as time goes by more and 
more non-education issues are being placed at the door of schools. However, I came into 
school leadership because I had a vision and that vision was one of producing intelligent, well-
rounded, confident, articulate pupils who are fully prepared for secondary school and life in 
general. It was also one of involving parents and families closely in the education of their 
children and of maximum engagement with the community. Giving the children opportunities 
to perform and to showcase their various talents is one key strategy which we use to try to 
meet our vision and objective. Seeing the children perform and of the growth which is evident 
from Reception through to Year 6 has been an absolute pleasure. The staff do such a 
fantastic job and if Year 6 are our ‘output’ then I think that the staff also deserve a massive pat 
on the back. I am so proud of them all. 

Years 1 and 2: Prickly Hay 
Years 1 and 2 gave a superb performance of Prickly Hay on Tuesday. They showed great 
talent and acted and sang with great style. It was a marvellous show and I know that the 
audiences thoroughly enjoyed it. One set of grandparents couldn’t believe how far their 
granddaughter had developed in confidence from this time last year. The staff did a 
magnificent job organising the children. Well done to all concerned! 

Years 5 and 6: Scrooge at School 
Scrooge at School provided the perfect end to our season of Christmas performances. It was 
a brilliant script which was acted out magnificently. Our lead roles showed great command 
and interpreted the roles in such a mature manner. The singing was also absolutely 
phenomenal. I looked at the children closely and I could see how much they were enjoying the 
performance. I am certain that they will remember it for the rest of their lives. The reaction at 
the end of the performances showed just how impressed the audiences were and I must 
congratulate the children and staff upon a truly outstanding show. 

Ox Close Friends 
I would like to thank the Ox Close Friends for doing a wonderful job in raising funds at the 
Christmas performances. They were selling gifts that were made by the children and over 
£400 was raised. 

Mrs Simpson 
Mrs Simpson has really been a terrific asset to the school over the last couple of years and 
she has organised so many worthwhile events over the past few weeks.  

Deputy Mayor’s Carol Service 
Our choir recently attended the Deputy Mayor’s Carol Service at the Town Hall. The children 
were magnificent and I have received a letter from the Deputy Mayor which commends the 
children and the school. Well done to all concerned and thanks to Mrs Simpson and Miss 
Bowden for attending. It was noted that we were the only Primary School present.  
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Alzheimers Charity Event at Barnard Castle Hub 
Mrs Simpson also organised for some of our children to dance and sing at the Barnard Castle 
Hub last weekend. They helped to raise £370 for Alzheimers. 

Songbirds 
Our choir, the Songbirds, have been spreading cheer in the community this week. Yesterday, 
they sang in 3 local care homes. They entertained the residents of Appleton Lodge, Sycamore 
Lodge and Lothian House. They did amazingly well and provided a great advert for our 
school. 

Uniform 
We have made an arrangement with Cre8ive Graphics and hope that uniform will be available 
early in January. The advantage is that it will be possible to buy from their shop in Bishop 
Auckland or via their website. We have posted the link on Facebook and it will be possible to 
buy via our website too. Gina at Cre8ive says that they will be making space in their shop, in 
Peel Street, from early January. I am sure that this will be a very productive partnership and 
will provide a much better service for parents.  

Class Charts 
This week, 5 more children have made their century of Class Chart points and they will be 
issued with a bronze certificate. The children are Elliot Potts, Halle Tallentire, Sam Kyle, 
Mackenzie Chapman and Megan Murphy. This week’s top scorer in Reception was Robbie 
Yeoman, Olivia Potts came out on top in Key Stage 1 and Annaliegh Briggs scored the most 
in Key Stage 2. Well done to them all! 

Parent Pay Meal Bookings 
Thank you to those parents who are booking their child’s meal choices in advance. So far only 
21 children’s meals have been booked for January, whereas we expect over 180 to need 
school meals. Could you please go online over the holidays and book meals for January 2018 
- choose make or view bookings and use the drop down box to select the date you need, you 
can then complete bookings until the half-term holiday. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Attendance 
Classes 1/2R and 5/6P had the highest attendance this week with 99.3%. No classes were 
perfectly punctual and 379 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is 
termed as persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  

Out with 2017 and in with 2018 
2017 has been a very successful year for Ox Close, even though it has had its challenges. 
Miss Bowden and I are always looking to improve things further and we have identified ways 
in which we can achieve this in 2018. It has been well noted that I have had a difficult year 
with family medical issues and Evie has her next heart procedure on January 4th. I have been 
so grateful to the many parents who have asked about her and for their kind comments. The 
children return to school on January 9th and here’s to a fantastic 2018. 

 
Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 22nd  December 2017, 3.15pm 

School reopens Tuesday 9th January 2018 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 
 


