
 

 

 

E Safety 
Our E Safety workshops were very well attended by parents on Monday. The messages were 
hard hitting but I am sure that they were also very worthwhile. It has been E Safety week in 
school and I would say that the children are increasingly aware of some of the pitfalls of the 
internet, as well as the many advantages that it brings. Mr Crowther also did an E Safety 
assembly this week. Thank you to Mr Crowther for organising everything this week, to Pauline 
Stewart who spoke at the workshops and to all who attended. 

Congratulations Poppy 
Huge congratulations go to Poppy Wickens of 3/4H, who won a bronze medal in the 
Taekwondo European President’s Cup in Germany last week. This is an outstanding 
achievement and follows on from her UK Championship win in September last year. Poppy 
came into school wearing her medal earlier in the week and is rightly very proud. We are also 
really proud - well done Poppy! 

Spennymoor Young Peoples Awards 
The above awards will take place on Thursday March 15th and I am hopeful that a number of 
our children will win recognition for their outstanding contributions in their various fields and 
specialisms. I have been busy providing some information to the panel and hopefully Ox 
Close will have some success.  

Readathon Launch 
We are very excited to be taking part in a sponsored Readathon. Our event will take place 
between 22nd February and 23rd March. We are going to launch the event in a special 
assembly on Thursday 22nd February and your child will bring home more details and the 
sponsor form then. 

World Book Day 
Continuing on the theme of books, we have organised a series of activities to celebrate World 
Book Day on Thursday March 1st. Children can came to school dressed as a book character 
of their choice and we have arranged it so that they get to wear their costumes all day this 
year! We have also arranged a theatre performance of the Wind in the Willows for the morning 
of World Book Day. A letter is going out tonight, inviting parents into school to read books with 
their child at 2.30pm. Miss Bewick will also hold a coffee afternoon that day from 2.00pm. 

Book Fair 26th to 28th February 
Letters are going out tonight to inform you when your child will be attending the Book Fair. 
You are welcome to come to school at that time and help your child choose a book. Miss 
Bewick will be holding a coffee morning on Monday 26th February from 9.00-10.00am and on 
Tuesday 27th February from 9.00-10.30am. 

Year 6 SATs Meeting for Parents 
This meeting was very well attended on Wednesday. We appreciate the support that parents 
show and it plays a vital role in helping the children to fulfil their potential and in staying calm. 
Thank you! A meeting for Year 2 parents will follow after half term and a letter will go home 
giving full details.  

Class Charts 
This week saw our first Gold Award winner – congratulations to Lucas Robinson who has 
achieved 200 points. We continue to have an overwhelming number of Bronze Award winners 
this week and the number of Silver Award winners is also creeping up. Bethan Hall was the 
highest scorer of the week in Reception, while Elliot Ross scored top in Key Stage 1. Megan 
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Murphy was the top scorer in Key Stage 2 this week. Congratulations to them all and to all of 
the certificate winners.  

Easter School 
Following the success of last year’s inaugural Easter School for Year 6 children, we will be 
offering this once again this year. It will run on the 9th and 10th April between 9.30am and 12 
mid-day.  

Pirate Reward Trip 
Yesterday afternoon was a special one for Gruesome Granville, the Green Pirate team, as 
they visited the Leisure Centre to reward them for getting the most gold coins this half term. 
All children who qualified as members of the team and who had avoided 3 spells in the 
Reflection Room in this short half term attended. A good time was had by all! 

School Meal Orders on Parent Pay 
You can now order meals for the next half term, from 19th February up to the Easter holidays. 
If you have not already done so, please log into Parent Pay and pre-order meals during the 
half-term holiday. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Happy Half Term 
It has been a very short but successful half term. We have had snow and lots of winter bugs 
and viruses. I hope that these illnesses have disappeared by the time we return and I look 
forward to a lot of hard work and enjoyment between our return and Easter. Thank you for 
your continued support and have a good half term.  

Attendance 
Class 5/6W had the highest attendance this week with 97.3%. No classes were perfectly 
punctual and 340 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. 
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow 
the Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains 
that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time 
(where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). 
The school processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised 
absence.  

Dates for the Diary  
School re-opens after half term Monday 19th February 2018 

Phonics Screening Meeting for Y1 Parents Wednesday 21st February, 2.30pm and 5pm 

Book Fair Monday 26th to Wednesday 28th February 

World Book Day – Dress up as Book Character Thursday 1st March 2018 

Wind in the Willows (Image Theatre) Thursday 1st March 2018 

1/2C Class Assembly Wednesday 7th March 2018, 10.10am 

3/4C Class Assembly Wednesday 14th March 2018, 10.10am 

1/2R Class Assembly Wednesday 21st March 2018, 10.10am 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th March, 3.30-6pm 

Egg Decorating Day Tuesday 27th March 2018 

School closes for Easter holiday Thursday 29th March 2018, 3,15pm 

School re-opens for summer term Monday 16th April 2018 
 

D. Harrison  

Headteacher 


