
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Half Term 
This week has been the start of a new half term and it has been an incredibly busy one. I am 
delighted with the way that the children have settled and I have seen first hand just how hard 
everyone is working. As school leaders, we are constantly evaluating our provision and 
looking at what is working well and how we can improve further. This fits in with our mantra of 
‘Be the best that you can be’. An important part of that is to consult with the children and it has 
been an enormous privilege to work with a small number of children from each class in Year 1 
to Year 6 this week. The children are articulate, honest and so mature. They speak 
enthusiastically about life at Ox Close and are a terrific reflection of their parents and school. 
We will continue with this process, as well as observing learning and looking at children’s work 
over the next couple of weeks. In addition, we will also send out a parent survey in a couple of 
weeks time. 
Children in Need - Friday 15th November  
Our theme this year is 'Be Crazy' – we would like the children to wear crazy outfits for one day 
only! If the children do not wish to take part in the theme, then we invite them to come to 
school in non-uniform. There is a suggested donation of £1 going straight to Children in Need. 
Pudsey will be making a very special appearance in our awards assembly and Spennymoor 
Greggs will also be selling goodies - if the children would like to purchase these then they can 
bring up to £2. We appreciate that there have been lots of events in school raising fund most 
notably Jude and we are so grateful for your continued support.  We would just like to stress 
that there is no pressure at all for donations - it is only suggested. The children can still all 
enjoy the event together. 
Brewery Badger Visits Ox Close 
You may remember that last academic year, Laila D in Y3/4 won the Spennymoor Town 
Mascot competition. Her design, Brewery Badger, will now be present at all games and he 
made a special appearance in our assembly this morning. We are always keen to make links 
with the local community and we are delighted to have such involvement with the Football 
Club. Recently, the team has had an upsurge in form and all at Ox Close hope that Laila’s 
Brewery Badger continues to bring the team good fortune.  
Free Health Walk 
Craig Daley works for the Durham County Council wellbeing team and has recently set up a 
new health walk up at the Spennymoor Youth and Community Centre. The team are trying to 
help get people out, socialise with one another and hopefully promote healthy lifestyles. The 
health walk is free and takes place between 10 and 11am on Mondays. For more details 
please contact craig.daley@durham.gov.uk 
Remembrance  
On Monday, our Children’s Leadership Team will pay their respects and lay a poppy wreath at 
the War Memorial in the town. Mrs Shepherd held an assembly on Wednesday which 
explained all about Remembrance and the importance of the poppy to the children. We will 
also hold a 2 minute silence in school on Monday at 11am. 
Peter Pan 
The children loved the production of the Peter Pan on Wednesday afternoon and we have 
already booked in with this company for next year as it is always a real hit with the children. It 
was a show full of energy, singing and dancing and I am sure that it was a very memorable 
experience for all who were there - Mr Crowther’s and Mrs Johnson's dancing was superb! 
The School Fund helps us to bring such exciting events to Ox Close and we will be holding 
events to boost this in the Spring Term.  
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Brass Lessons 
Miss Leggett would like to remind children of the opportunity for Year 5 and 6 children to 
receive brass lessons at school. There is a cost for the lessons however cost of the instrument 
hire is free and children would have their lessons during the school hours. There are many 
advantages to having brass lessons, including the opportunity to play in Sedgefield District 
Wind Band at Whitworth School (at no extra cost). If you would like any further information 
about this, please contact the school office or Miss Todd. Music and brass in particular has 
been a maor strength of the school over the past 8 years and we are very keen to maintain 
this tradition.  
Respecting Staff 
We are fortunate that the vast majority of our parents are respectful and polite towards staff. 
Our aims are one and the same, achieving the very best outcomes for the children. Ox Close 
parents are wonderfully supportive and this has been the case throughout my time at the 
school. On rare occasions, there are some exceptions to this and so all schools have been 
issued with a notice to display, which can be seen in the entrance way. In the event that 
parents are abusive or threatening, schools reserve the right to take action and this can 
involve banning parents from the site. Thank you to everyone for showing respect and 
keeping Ox Close as a safe and respectful environment.   
Wraparound Care  
Our new booking has been a great success and we thank parents for their support in 
engaging with this process. Please note that this is the only way to make bookings for 
wraparound care and that if you have not made a booking, you will not be allowed to leave 
your child. If you require a log in for this system, then you can collect a form from either the 
Nursery or School office. 
Class Charts  
Cheyanne P was highest Class Charts point scorer in Reception this week, while our top 
scorer in 1/2 was Eli W. In Key Stage 2, Mitchell M scored highest in 3/4 and Lily M was the 
top scorer in 5/6. 
Attendance 
Class??? had the highest attendance this week with ???%. The overall school attendance this 
year is ??% while this week it has been ???%. X classes were perfectly punctual and ??? 
minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has 
been determined as 90%.   
Dates for the Diary 

Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th and 
Wednesday 20th November 

Parent Consultation Evenings 

Wednesday 20th November 

N.B. Change of Date 
Flu Immunisation - EYFS to Year 6 

Monday 2nd December School Closed – PD Day 

Wednesday 4th December School Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 11th December 10am and 5pm – EYFS Christmas Production 

Thursday 12th December 
10am and 5:30pm – Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols at 

St Paul’s Church 

Tuesday 17th December 10am and 5:30pm – Years 1 and 2 Christmas Production 

Wednesday 18th December 10am and 5:30pm – Years 5 and 6 Christmas Production 

Thursday 19th December AM - EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December AM – KS2 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December 3:15pm – School closes for Christmas holidays 

Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January 2020 Children back to school 

    A Bowden    D Harrison 

Miss A Bowden   Mr D Harrison 
Head of School    Executive Headteacher 


