
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Christmas Lunch 
Our Christmas lunch will be on Wednesday 4th December this year. Thank you to those 
parents who have booked a Christmas dinner for their child on Parent Pay. If there is anyone 
else who normally has a packed lunch and wishes to have a Christmas lunch that day, please 
could you log in to Parent Pay and order any choice for that day. Thanks to the Government’s 
policy on meals for Key Stage 1 children, the lunch is free to all children in Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 and anyone on the free school meals register. The cost to children in Key Stage 2 
is £2.05, payable at the time of ordering. 
Parent Consultation Evenings 
Parent Consultation evenings took place this week and they were extremely well attended. It 
is vital that home and school work collaboratively in the best interests of the children and I 
have heard positive messages about how the evenings went. We will send home a survey to 
get feedback from parents on their perspective on the Parent Consultation Evenings next 
week. 
School Self Evaluation 
As I mentioned last week, we have been busy evaluating all aspects of school provision. Both 
Miss Bowden and I have been delighted with what we have seen and, as one would expect, 
we have identified some areas in which we will continue to seek to improve further still. We 
have spoken extensively to the children, which has been most enlightening and heartening 
too. It is also very important to seek the views of parents and we will be sending out a survey 
on this next week.  
Public Health Advice 
You may be aware that there is currently a regional issue with outbreaks of flu and winter 
vomiting. Several schools in the County have been forced to close due to the number of 
children who have been suffering, with over 100 absentees in some schools. While our 
absence rates are nowhere near those figures, I am mindful of the fact that we need to try to 
manage risk in our setting and common sense measures such as extra cleaning have been 
initiated. In addition, I spoke to the Public Authority for advice and they have issued a letter to 
send to parents. This letter has been sent home tonight and it contains advice for parents. 
Crucially, it is vital that parents adhere to the 48 hour rule if children suffer from vomiting and 
diarrhoea and also that children only return to school when clear of flu symptoms. Thank you 
for your support.  
Fundraising 
A huge thank you goes to everyone for their ongoing support with fundraising activities in 
school recently. On Friday 8th November, Spennymoor Town visited with Brewery Badger and 
through the selling of cuddly toys and playing 'Spot the Ball' we raised an amazing £305.00 for 
Spennymoor Youth Teams. On Friday 15th November, alongside staff from Spennymoor 
Greggs we raised an amazing £593.96 for Children in Need. 
Our next fundraising event will be National Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 13th December, 
where we will be raising money for Save The Children. There is a suggested donation of £1. 
Once again, we appreciate that there have been lots of events in school lately and we are so 
grateful for your continued support. We would just like to stress that there is no pressure at all 
for donations - it is only suggested. The children can still all enjoy the event together. 
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Reading - The Sun Challenge 
At Ox Close we want to develop a love of reading. We are always trying to get more books 
into our library and classrooms that are interesting for the children to read. 
We have become aware of an exciting challenge in The Sun newspaper and we need your 
help! The Sun has teamed up with Harper Collins to provide primary schools with a free pack 
of 106 books, worth more than £600. All we have to do is collect 3,500 tokens from The Sun 
and The Sun on Sunday between Saturday 23rd of November 2019 and Saturday 18th 
January 2020. We would be very grateful if you could please cut out the tokens and send 
them into school. We appreciate your time and support with this challenge. 
Respecting Staff 
We are fortunate that the vast majority of our parents are respectful and polite towards staff. 
Our aims are one and the same, achieving the very best outcomes for the children. Ox Close 
parents are wonderfully supportive and this has been the case throughout my time at the 
school. On rare occasions, there are some exceptions to this and so all schools have been 
issued with a notice to display, which can be seen in the entrance way. In the event that 
parents are abusive or threatening, schools reserve the right to take action and this can 
involve banning parents from the site. Thank you to everyone for showing respect and 
keeping Ox Close as a safe and respectful environment.   
Class Charts  
Darcey W was highest Class Charts point scorer in Reception this week, while our top scorer 
in 1/2 was Lewis B. In Key Stage 2, Laila D scored highest in 3/4 and Danny R was the top 
scorer in 5/6. 
Attendance 
Class RS had the highest attendance this week with 96.4%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 95.0% while this week it has been 87.0%. One class was perfectly punctual and 
290 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 
Dates for the Diary 

Monday 2nd December School Closed – PD Day 

Wednesday 4th December School Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 11th December 10am and 5pm – EYFS Christmas Production 

Thursday 12th December 
10am and 5:30pm – Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols at 

St Paul’s Church 

Tuesday 17th December 10am and 5:30pm – Years 1 and 2 Christmas Production 

Wednesday 18th December 10am and 5:30pm – Years 5 and 6 Christmas Production 

Thursday 19th December AM - EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December AM – KS2 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December 3:15pm – School closes for Christmas holidays 

Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January 2020 Children back to school 

    A Bowden    D Harrison 

Miss A Bowden   Mr D Harrison 
Head of School    Executive Headteacher 


