
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Well done Mrs Simpson, Miss Todd and the Choir 
Last Sunday, we were all thoroughly entertained at the Civic Carol Service at the Town Hall. 
The Songbirds were outstanding and, although I am biased, I felt that they stole the show. I 
would like to thank Mrs Simpson, Miss Todd and all of the parents for their support. Well done 
everyone! 
Christmas Performances 
Next week, our season of Christmas performances will begin when Reception perform their 
traditional Nativity on Wednesday. On Thursday, Years 3 and 4 will be singing carols at St 
Paul’s Church, while Nursery will perform in the hall on the same morning. Christmas is a 
manic time in school but is also a lovely one. It affords parents the opportunity to come into 
school and it is fantastic to share the Christmas spirit with our families. Parents and carers are 
allowed to take photos of their own children during the performance but please remember not 
to upload these on to social media. 
Performance Parking 
Please could everyone park responsibly when attending the performances at school and St 
Paul’s. Thank you for your support and co-operation in maintaining good will with the 
neighbours at this special time! 
Christmas Jumper Day 
Our Christmas Jumper Day is taking place on Friday 13th December. Children are invited to 
wear a Christmas jumper and bring a suggested donation of £1 for the Save the Children 
Charity. They do not need to wear school uniform. We appreciate that there have been lots of 
events in school raising funds and we are so grateful for your continued support.  We would 
just like to stress that there is no pressure at all for donations - it is only suggested. The 
children can still all enjoy the event together. 
Christmas Dinner 
I would like to say a massive thank you to Karen and the kitchen team for their brilliant efforts 
with Christmas dinner on Wednesday. Over 300 children and staff were served a delicious 
and nutritious meal. Miss Bowden did a superb job at organising the logistics and a good time 
was had by all! 
Richard Crane and Michael Gardener 
This week has been extremely busy in school as we have had visits from some senior figures 
in the Education Department of Durham County Council. Richard Crane, who is the Head of 
Education and Skills, arranged to visit on Tuesday. We discussed the successes of Ox Close  
and plans and possibilities for the future. I am also currently supporting another school in 
Durham, which is bringing funds to our school budget. Yesterday, we had a visit from Michael 
Gardener, the Local Authority Leadership Adviser. Both figures were very impressed with Ox 
Close and we look forward to continuing to work with them as we move forward. 
Wraparound Care 
Bookings for next half term are now open on our online booking system. If you require a log in 
for this system, then you can collect a form from either the Nursery or School office. Please 
remember that although doors open at 7.40am on a morning, the start time is 7.45am and 
parents remain responsible for the children until this time. The earlier opening will allow 
parents to drop off, hang coats up and accompany until 7.45am, at which time they will be 
able to leave the children in the very capable hands of the staff. Also, just a reminder that 
there is no after school club on Friday 20th December. 
After School Clubs 
All after school clubs have now finished for this term. Further details about Spring Term clubs 
will be released in the New Year.  
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Year 1/2 Homework 
No further spellings or maths homework will be sent out for Year 1 /2 until after the Christmas 
holiday. We will continue to send reading books as normal and Year 2 children will still be able 
to access Times Table Rockstars. 
Parent Surveys 
Thank you to everyone for responding to our recent parent survey. Feedback is very positive 
and we have also identified some areas which we will address to further improve the school.  
Free Child Tickets for Moors v Bradford Park Avenue Match 21st December 3pm 
Brewery Badger visited Ox Close Primary this morning and brought 100 free Under 16 tickets 
for the match at the Brewery Field on 21st December. To use the ticket a child must be 
accompanied by a paying adult (maximum 4 free tickets per paying adult). There will be 
Santa’s Grotto, festive giveaways and a Christmas band. The tickets are available from the 
school office on a first come first served basis.  
Reading - The Sun Challenge 
At Ox Close we aim to develop a love of reading. We are always trying to get more books into 
our library and classrooms that are interesting for the children to read.  We have become 
aware of an exciting challenge in The Sun newspaper and we need your help! The Sun has 
teamed up with Harper Collins to provide primary schools with a free pack of 106 books, worth 
more than £600. All we have to do is collect 3,500 tokens from The Sun and The Sun on 
Sunday between Saturday 23rd of November 2019 and Saturday 18th January 2020. We 
would be very grateful if you could please cut out the tokens and send them into school. We 
appreciate your time and support with this challenge. 
Head Lice 
As we have had reports of head lice in school, we would ask that parents check and comb 
their child’s hair regularly and purchase treatments if appropriate. 
Class Charts   
Teddy B was the highest Class Charts point scorer in Reception this week, while our top 
scorer in 1/2 was Alfie E. In Key Stage 2, Adam C scored highest in 3/4 and Carson Z was the 
top scorer in 5/6. 
Attendance 
Class 5/6P had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 94.8% while this week it has been 96.0%. Three classes were perfectly punctual 
and 228 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%.   
Dates for the Diary 

Wednesday 11th December 10am and 5pm – EYFS Christmas Production 

Thursday 12th December 
10am and 5:30pm – Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols at 

St Paul’s Church 

Friday 13th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Monday 16th December 9am EYFS Christmas Crafts 

Tuesday 17th December 10am and 5:30pm – Years 1 and 2 Christmas Production 

Wednesday 18th December 10am and 5:30pm – Years 5 and 6 Christmas Production 

Thursday 19th December AM - EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December AM – KS2 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December 3:15pm – School closes for Christmas holidays 

Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January 2020 Children back to school 
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