
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Farewell Miss Smith 
Sadly, today marks the end of Miss Smith’s time at Ox Close. After Christmas, she is moving to Thailand 
to take up an exciting teaching opportunity in an incredible environment. She will be a big miss in every 
sense. Professionally, she is exceptional as both a class teacher and SENDCO. Miss Smith has 
fabulous relationships with the children and is understandably popular with parents. She is also such a 
bubbly, enthusiastic and positive person and a terrific colleague and friend to many members of our 
school community. Miss Smith took me by surprise when she applied to work at Ox Close, moving from 
London in September 2013. I was delighted that we had attracted such an exceptional candidate from so 
far away and Miss Smith has certainly proven to be a fabulous asset to Ox Close. On a personal level, I 
am delighted for Miss Smith to be able to take up this opportunity and it really was one which was 
impossible to turn down. I am certain that she will thrive living in an international community and I look 
forward to hearing about how she progresses. On behalf of the children, parents, staff and Governors of 
Ox Close, thank you and good luck Miss Smith! 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
As the academic year draws to a close, I would like to thank everyone for their support in 2019. It has 
been another very busy year and a successful one for Ox Close. That is only possible due to the hard 
work of the children, staff and parents and the fact that we work together to achieve the best that we can 
for the children. 2020 will no doubt bring fresh challenges but I am confident that the school is in a good 
place to make further progress and improvement in the next calendar year. On behalf of all at Ox Close, 
have a wonderful Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  
Christmas Performances 
This week both Years 1 and 2 and Years 5 and 6 topped the billing as they performed their Christmas 
plays. I would like to thank all of the staff for their hard work in preparing and organising the 
performances and for staying at work to allow us to put on evening shows for parents. Thank you to all of 
the Ox Close Friends for running the raffle. There were some fabulous prizes and I am grateful to the 
community for supporting us with those generous donations. With the raffle and crafts made by the 
children, we have made a fabulous £970 - thank you all so much. 
Jesus’ Christmas Party  
Years 1 and 2 acted and sang beautifully during Jesus Christmas Party. It was a detailed script which 
involved a number of children needing to know a lot of words. The confidence, skill and enjoyment which 
were on show were exceptional. I was truly proud to witness the performance and to see how far the 
children have progressed since joining us in Reception. Well done everyone! 
Christmas is Forever 
Years 5 and 6 performance of Christmas is Forever proved to be a big hit with audiences on Wednesday 
and this was a fitting way to bring down the curtain on the 9 performances that we have held across the 
Federation. The children showcased their talents magnificently, with the singing and acting being of an 
incredible quality. In addition, there was also a great deal of humour on show. I marvelled at the stage 
confidence of the children and this makes me very proud. Congratulations to all of the children and staff! 
Welcome to Mrs Paxton and Miss Lanagan 
Mrs Paxton is joining us to teach Miss Smith’s class in January and Miss Lanagan will be teaching in 
Year 5. We are thrilled that they are joining us and look forward to seeing them thrive in the new 
academic year.  
Year 1 / 2 PE lessons 
Next term, Class 1/2 C are going to the Pink Gym every Monday for their PE lessons. Please ensure that 
children bring with them a plain white PE t-shirt, a pair of joggers/leggings and trainers/comfortable 
shoes for walking there. Class 1/2R will also have PE on a Monday and Class 1/2P will have PE on a 
Thursday. Children will need their normal school PE kit for these lessons. 
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Wraparound Care 
Bookings for next half term are now open on our online booking system. If you require a log in for this 
system, then you can collect a form from either the Nursery or School office. Please remember that 
although doors open at 7.40am on a morning, the start time is 7.45am and parents remain responsible 
for the children until this time. The earlier opening will allow parents to drop off, hang coats up and 
accompany until 7.45am, at which time they will be able to leave the children in the very capable hands 
of the staff. Staff cannot be responsible for the children until 7.45pm so it would be appreciated if 
all could adhere to this arrangement. I will be amending the Wraparound care policy in light of 
this and will send an amendment home soon.  
Reading - The Sun Challenge 
At Ox Close we aim to develop a love of reading. We are always trying to get more books into our library 
and classrooms that are interesting for the children to read.  We have become aware of an exciting 
challenge in The Sun newspaper and we need your help! The Sun has teamed up with Harper Collins to 
provide primary schools with a free pack of 106 books, worth more than £600. All we have to do is 
collect 3,500 tokens from The Sun and The Sun on Sunday between Saturday 23rd of November 2019 
and Saturday 18th January 2020. We would be very grateful if you could please cut out the tokens and 
send them into school. We appreciate your time and support with this challenge. 
Meal Bookings for January 2020 
Please book meals online using Parent Pay from January up to Easter 2020 as soon as possible. Please 
note there is a change to the second choice for Monday and Tuesday of the Week 2 menu. Thank you. 
Class Charts   
Naava A was the highest Class Charts point scorer in Reception this week, while our top scorer in 1/2 
was Katie S. In Key Stage 2, Charley S scored highest in 3/4 and Lola S was the top scorer in 5/6. 
Attendance 
Class 1/2C had the highest attendance this week with 99.2%. The overall school attendance this year is 
95.0% while this week it has been 96.1%. No classes were perfectly punctual and 190 minutes were lost 
due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the 
Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty 
notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes 
absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
100% Attendance 
Well done to all 76 children who achieved 100% attendance during the first term of the year. These 
children have received their Golden Tickets today and their names have been entered into today’s prize 
draw. One lucky winner has received a gift voucher for Smyths Toys.  
 
Dates for the Diary 
 

Friday 20th December 3:15pm – School closes for Christmas holidays 

Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January 2020 Children back to school 
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