English - Planning and Ideas

Week Commencing: 1st June 2020
Year Groups: 5
Hi Year 5!
This week, our focus is on writing a balanced argument. A balanced argument provides information on different view points and does not lean towards
one particular opinion. It allows the reader to make up their own mind.
Monday
Area of
Learning
Activity

Reading
Comprehension
Starter:
Spelling Shed
https://play.edshed.com
/login
Main activity:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/articles/zkmkd
6f
Listen to Stephen Fry
read the extract from
Percy Jackson.
Complete the activities
on a piece of paper.

Tuesday
LC: Can you identify the
features of a balanced
argument?
Starter:
Spelling Shed
https://play.edshed.com/login
Main teaching:
Watch the video where the
presenter talks about what a
balanced argument is. He talks
about how this text type doesn’t
care about OUR opinion, it
presents reasons for and against an
issue.
Main Activity:
Look at the different features of
the balanced argument on the page
below. Read the text carefully and
see if you can spot the features.
You can create a key if you wish
like we do in class and underline
the features in different colours.
Or you could draw a line from the
feature to the example in the text.

Wednesday
LC: Can you plan a balanced argument?
Starter – Spot the fronted adverbials
Balanced arguments contain a variety of fronted adverbials which
let the reader know about which point of view you are going to be
writing about in that paragraph (Eg. on the one hand,)
Go back to the text from yesterday and write a list of all of the
fronted adverbials you can spot. I have included a list of some of
them below.
Main activity:
Today, you are going to think about what you are going to write
about. Think of an issue that has two sides to the argument. Here
are some examples:
• Should dogs be banned from parks?
• Should school uniform be compulsory?
• Should all children be entitled to pocket money?
• Should children be limited to one hour's access to the
internet per day?
However, there are MANY more to choose from. Remember,
your point of view doesn’t matter in a balanced argument, so don’t
worry whether you agree with one side or not.
Now use the planning sheet to write your points for and against.

Thursday

Friday

LC: Can you write a balanced argument?
Starter:
Spelling Shed https://play.edshed.com/login
Main activity:
Today and tomorrow, you are going to write
your balanced argument. I would aim to write
up the first side of your planning sheet on
Thursday and the second half on Friday.
When you are writing, have the planning sheet
and the list of fronted adverbials in front of you
and you can’t go wrong!
If you are feeling confident, try to include a
mixture of different sentence styles. Remember
to include commas after fronted adverbials.
When you are finished on Friday, fill out the
self-assessment sheet.
We would love to see your finished work!
Please send any finished work to
oxcloseyear5@durhamlearning.net

Tuesday – identify the features

Structural Features
-Starts with a question
-Opening paragraph talking about
the issue
-Different points per paragraph
-Conclusion
Language Features
-Present tense
-Fronted adverbials
-Third person
-Evidence (facts and statistics)
-Formal and impersonal tone
-Technical vocabulary specific to
the issue

Wednesday Starter:
Fronted adverbials to use

Wednesday Planning Sheet – Remember-just make notes, don’t write sentences

Friday – Self-Assessment

Does it begin with a question?
Does the opening paragraph discuss the issue?
Does it have a conclusion?
Do I include examples of both points of view?
Have I used the present tense?
Have I used a formal tone?
Have I used technical vocabulary specific to my issue?
Have I used fronted adverbials?
Where can I complete further work?
Twinkl – Subscription service used by schools is offering a free premium service for teachers, parents and children to use whilst schools are closed. Enter
the code UKTWINKLHELPS for access to worksheets, powerpoints and interactive games to support all areas of learning.
Classroom Secrets – Free Maths, Reading and Grammar home learning packs and interactive resources for all ages.
BBC Bitesize Primary – Free learning resources available for KS1 and KS2 across all subjects.

