
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Maintaining the Ox Close Community  
We have made huge efforts to maintain the Ox Close community recently and I would like to thank the 
parents and children for responding so well. I have tried to think of creative ways of engaging and I have 
been thrilled to see how people have responded to the Easter competitions, The St George’s Day 
commemoration, the Ox Close Beat, which was a tremendous success as our first live event, and then 
the VE Day celebrations today. Brendon Renwick has been a terrific asset and I will continue to utilise 
his skills over the coming weeks. I have lots of ideas for future weeks and we have a big sporting plan in 
the pipeline. 
School Virtual Classroom 
Our Virtual Classroom continues to hold all of our learning resources. Following on from your feedback, 
we are working hard to ensure that the planning and resources are uploaded on a Friday so that you 
have the weekend to glance over them if you wish. The planning and resources for next week (WC 
11.05.2020) are all uploaded and ready for you. You can find these plans and resources at: 
http://www.ox-close.durham.sch.uk/virtual-classroom/  
Each year group has a weekly plan for Maths, English and afternoon subjects for you to follow. Each 
plan includes the links, resources and answers where appropriate. The activities do not need to be 
printed out if you do not wish to – children can work from a screen and write their answers/work into a 
book or on paper. Some children may find some or all of their year group’s work a challenge. It has been 
difficult to personalise the plans for every child. We recommend that if your child is struggling, you use 
the work from the year group below. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any further 
questions – we are still here to help.  
Ox Close Podcast 
We have now had 3 episodes of the Ox Close Podcast. I am grateful to parents for their nominations and 
it is a pleasure to hear about the wonderful exploits of Ox Close children. I am hoping to somehow give 
pupils the chance to give shout outs to friends as part of the podcast and we are considering ways in 
which this could be achieved. The podcasts are intended to help maintain links with home and to 
promote and foster the values of the Federation and, although they take a huge amount to put together, I 
hope that they are worthwhile. 
Star Guests 
It has been a pleasure to speak to Sam Jackson, Adam Bushnell and Brendon Renwick, 3 outstanding 
professionals. If you have not heard the discussions, then they may be of interest. All 3 speak of their 
background, what they think makes a good teacher and of their particular fondness for Ox Close. Rev 
Matt Tarling is next week’s guest. I have been in touch with Matt this week and he will also be making 
two special appearances on our school Facebook page this week.  
Team Spirit 
Although the COVID-19 crisis has been traumatic for everyone, there have been some positives of this 
period in lockdown. One would be that I think that people are seeing for themselves how strong the team 
spirit is across the Ox Close Federation. I noticed in the recent Parent Survey that many parents value 
how the staff are approachable and go the extra mile. The crisis has given parents a window into the 
character and kindness of the staff and I loved Mr Crowther’s dance challenge to Miss Bowden and Miss 
Dent this week and their follow up efforts. I think it is fair to say that we have not seen the last of that 
particular exchange! Karen and Alison in the kitchen have also really stepped up, especially when we 
have had our live events. Messages from staff and the ducks of Mrs Douglas have been appreciated by 
Nursery parents.  I am proud of all of the staff and of what they offer across the Federation. 
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Next Week’s Podcast Nominations 
I am going to discuss our nomination categories for next week’s podcast with Miss Bowden and these 
will be announced on Sunday. So far, we have looked at kindness, determination and perseverance and 
respect, as well as learning a new skill and keeping self and others safe. Please could I ask for all 
nominations to be sent to nominations@durhamlearning.net by 11am on Wednesday 13th May. It is quite 
an undertaking to gather all of the nominations and ensure that none are missed when we have some on 
the 2 different Facebook pages, 2 different school emails and my Headteacher email. Sending to 
nominations@durhamlearning.net means that your nomination will go to an inbox which is dedicated 
purely to the podcast, thus avoiding any potential cases of nominations being missed.  
Hall of Fame 
If your child wins an award then we have a Hall of Fame section on both Facebook pages and please do 
post pictures of the children with their certificates and or awards, if you can. It is great to celebrate and to 
spread the good word.  
Children’s Champion 
I would like to thank Alfie S, our Children’s Champion for posting his video message on our Facebook 
page a few weeks ago. He did say that he was even missing me! Well done Alfie and hope to speak to 
you soon! 
Celebrate Home Learning Week 
Thank you to all who have posted pictures of their child’s work on our Celebrate Home Learning threads 
on the Nursery and School Facebook pages. I have been amazed at what you have all done with the 
children and we can see that learning is being maintained, the outdoors are being utilised creatively, 
practical skills are being developed and there is a high amount of interaction between the adults and the 
children. In terms of new skills, there are so many impressive ones. I am having a discussion with the 
Local Authority Leadership Adviser on Monday and will be showing him the pages and the evidence. 
Year Group Email Addresses 
Our year group email addresses have been well received and are working well. The staff have really 
enjoyed receiving the children’s home learning – please keep sending it in.  
If you have lost the email addresses, they are: 
oxclosereception@durhamlearning.net 
oxcloseyear1@durhamlearning.net 
oxcloseyear2@durhamlearning.net 
oxcloseyear3@durhamlearning.net 

oxcloseyear4@durhamlearning.net 
oxcloseyear5@durhamlearning.net 
oxcloseyear6@durhamlearning.net  

Survey Monkey – Parent Survey 
Thank you for your contributions to the Federation Parent Survey. I will look at ways of publishing the 
whole results, which paint an incredibly positive picture. I do read all of the comments, and while it is 
impossible to please everyone (people inevitably have different outlooks on issues) we will action what 
we can. Miss Bowden reacted immediately to comments about when planning is posted and I take on 
board comments on online learning. We have also attempted to assist where there is no access to IT. 
Thanks for your comments and support. It is a challenging time for all so it is lovely to read the many 
appreciative comments. 
Stay Safe 
Our next scheduled newsletter is due out on May 22nd 2020. Until then, stay safe and take care. 
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