
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wider Re-opening- Nursery to Year 6 
This week we have taken the huge step of opening more widely from Nursery to Year 6. I must say that 
the children and staff have been amazing and have really responded so well. It has taken a huge amount 
of planning, following the current but ever-changing Government guidelines and taking into account the 
numbers of pupils, room capacity, available staff and cleaning requirements. People could be forgiven 
for thinking that schools had chosen to be closed to most pupils given recent comments in the media. On 
the contrary, we have applied all Government guidance to our context and have been open through all 
holidays, including Bank Holidays. However, this week has been a big step forward and it has been 
fantastic to seeing more pupils back in school and I am delighted that it has gone so well so far. The 
environment is very different to how it is usually and this is down to following the Government’s own 
guidance. Even though this is the case, the children have enjoyed being back and I know that the staff 
are also delighted with how it has gone. I would like to thank all of the children, staff and parents for their 
support in making this week a success.  

Digital Interaction 
Regular readers will know that I have been keen to develop safe digital interaction for children across the 
Federation for many months. This week has seen us make huge strides in this regard. Every year group 
has had the opportunity to sample this online interaction and I hope to use this term to trial, experiment 
and upskill children, staff and parents in case we need to continue with any home learning when the new 
term starts in September. It is impossible for us to control home computers or Wi-Fi and we are aware 
that not everyone is confident with IT but we are determined to press ahead and develop our capacity 
and just ask that people show patience as we learn together. No matter how skilled or experienced 
someone is, it is always possible that issues will present themselves with computers but we will 
persevere and overcome these teething issues in the best long-term interests of the children. I am 
working on a simple user guide for Microsoft Teams, which is admittedly trickier to initially access than 
Zoom. 

Year 1 and 2 Zoom 
The children and staff in Year 1 and 2 all really enjoyed our first Zoom meetings this week and 
we had a fantastic turn out for both year groups. It was lovely for the staff and children to be 
able to see and engage with one another after such a long time. We will host the meetings 
again at the same time next week and you will receive the link in a text message again. This 
week, we will be playing a little game and children will need to have a pencil and a piece of 
paper with them. They will also need to have a sheet that has been uploaded onto the website 
in the year 1 / 2 virtual classroom area. It is labelled as 'Zoom worksheet'. It is not a problem if 
you are unable to print it off but we would ask that you make a note of the instructions on the 
sheet so that children can refer to them during the call. We are all really looking forward to 
seeing them again on Wednesday.  
Reception Zoom 
Following on from Reception’s very successful Zoom meetings this week, we are going to do 
some more meetings with Reception next week. We are going to ask the children to find some 
things in their house which are a certain colour to bring back and show their friends. Parents will 
receive a text with the details of the meeting times, meeting ID and password.  
Year 3 and 4 Zoom 
This week Miss Bewick and I offered Zoom meetings with Year 3 and 4 children. I only 
managed to set up the accounts and to explain the process to Miss Bewick early this week so we 
could only give parents very limited notice. However, approximately half of the children did participate 
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and it was a very enjoyable experience for both the children and for me and Miss Bewick. Our next Zoom 
meetings with Year 3 and 4 will take place on this coming Monday(22nd).  
Texts will be sent with the meeting invites but the following times will apply: 
10.30am: 3/4C (Year 3) 
11am: 3/4C (Year 4) 
11.30am: 3/4D (Year 3) 
12: 3/4D (Year 4) 
12:30pm: 3/4W (Year 3) 
1pm: 3/4W (Year 4). 
We are asking the children to bring a favourite object or item along to the meeting and we look forward to 
seeing you all on Monday. 

Year 6 Zoom 
Today Miss Bewick and I offered a Zoom meeting to all of the children who have not been in 
school this week. It is important that these children continue to feel part of the Ox Close family 
and it was lovely to see them all and to hear about what they have been getting up to since 
lockdown started, as well as discussing transition and how they feel about moving to secondary 
school in September. We are hoping to offer further sessions to Year 6 pupils next week and will 
send a text message with the details when they are confirmed. 
Nursery Zoom 
This week I also introduced Mrs Taylor to Zoom and she is planning some sessions for Nursery, 
which should take place at the end of next week. Further details will follow by text message. I 
know that I have spoken to several Nursery parents and that they are keen for their children to 
link up digitally. At this stage, we are also looking at how we can use Zoom to facilitate a 
Nursery Graduation.  
Teams - Year 5 
Having undertaken trials with a number of small groups over recent weeks, this week we rolled 
out the opportunity to all Year 5 pupils to have a try of Teams. I know that over half of the pupils 
did join in and the staff reported that most parents managed to log on and that the sessions 
went well. Inevitably, there were teething problems and this will happen at every step as we 
expand our provision due to varying levels of reliability of and confidence in the use of home IT. 
Further trials will take place this week and these will be at the same times on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  
Teams - Year 4 
This week we tried Teams with Year 4 and Miss Drew and Mrs Cox took the lead in a session 
for the very first time. The session went well and we have sent out usernames and passwords 
for all Year 4 children today. On Tuesday between 9am and 10.30am, Miss Drew and Miss 
Densham will be running some sessions for some Year 4 children. Mrs Cox, Miss Summerson 
and Mrs Bell will run sessions for the remaining Year 4 children on Friday. Mrs Cox is organising 
the children into groups and will organise for texts to be sent on Monday which will inform 
parents of their child’s allocated time. 
Ox Close Podcast 

The latest episode of the Ox Close Podcast will be aired on Wednesday. I am inviting 
nominations of children who have shown courage through lockdown and into the current week 
of wider reopening. There will be a £10 Amazon voucher one nominee and, as normal, the 
winner will be selected at random by computer during the podcast. The deadline for nominations 
is 5pm on Monday. Good luck! 
Hall of Fame 
If your child wins an award on the podcast then we have a Hall of Fame section on both 
Facebook pages and please do post pictures of the children with their certificates and or 
awards, if you can. It is great to celebrate and to spread the good word.  

D Harrison 

Mr D Harrison 
Executive Headteacher 


