
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Another successful week 
This has been another really successful week as part of our wider reopening. From Nursery to Year 6, 
the children have flourished and the staff have been really well organised. The arrangements have 
worked well so far and I would like to thank all of the children, staff and parents. 

Emergency Childcare 
Friday 17th July will be the final day of Emergency Childcare and this service will not operate over the 
scheduled summer holidays. The Government do not expect the service to be in place and it is also 
important that the school is closed for the first time since February half term for a number of reasons. 
The school will need to be thoroughly cleaned and set up for the projected planned return of pupils in 
September, while several staff, including caretakers and cleaners, have not had any form of break 
throughout this crisis, even on Bank Holidays. The Emergency Childcare provision was put in place to 
protect the NHS and other key services and I would like to thank all of the staff for their magnificent work 
and commitment to attend, especially when society was at a complete shutdown. 

Reports 
The teachers have been busy writing the end of year reports for the children and these will be sent out 
week commencing July 6th. I am currently busy reading the reports and adding my comments. As ever, 
the reports are very thorough. Even though this year has been affected by the public health crisis, the 
teachers know the children very well and this is reflected in the reports.  

September 
It is fair to say that the COVID-19 outbreak has been a nightmare scenario for everyone throughout 
society. It has presented many challenges to us as a school and continues to do so. Government 
guidance changes regularly and will do over the summer several times but we absolutely need to have a 
plan for September. Believe it or not, schools do not find out information any earlier than the public and 
this makes it really hard to plan. I think it is fair to conclude that the Government want all pupils 
back in school in September and I am sure that we would all agree that this is something that we 
would aspire to, as long as it can be done safely. It is possible that the Government will say that 
social distancing no longer applies to children within the classroom. Even if this is the case, we have 
to risk assess and put measures in place to make classrooms as safe as possible for both 
children and staff. Restrictions will still be in place for adults and so current systems of drop off and 
pick up and staggered starts and finishes will almost certainly be in place but on a much larger scale. We 
will be unlikely to be able to organise in the way that we do for English and Maths, where children move 
between classrooms according to their stage of learning. This will present challenges of a different kind 
to us from a teaching point of view and a Teaching Assistant organisation too. I am working on different 
options with Miss Bowden and Mrs Taylor and will finalise and publicise these based upon a projected 
return for all pupils soon. I am sure that everyone will understand that any plans that we make would be 
subject to changing guidance- e.g. if the Government said that only 15 children could be in a bubble in 
September.  

Classroom Organisation 
Room sizes vary from school to school as do numbers of pupils. I was speaking to the Head from 
another school this week, where numbers have dropped over the past 15 years. That school had 
reduced from 2 classes in every year group to 1 class and so had knocked through classrooms in the 
past to make classrooms bigger. Our classrooms are average size and our class sizes are 27 or 28 in 
Key Stage 2. With 1m spacing, we can accommodate approximately 17 pupils using existing desks. This 
means that we will have to be creative to utilise all spaces and have some different seating and 
organisation.  
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Nursery and Reception 
Organisation for Nursery and Reception is even more of a challenge. If bubbles were extended to 30 
then this would still mean that we would have challenges in Reception and Nursery as our numbers are 
over 40 in each. I have asked the County Council about extra accommodation and this is not possible, 
which means that we will have to look carefully at groupings and timings, especially when we initially 
return after the summer holidays. We will communicate this plan to parents as soon as we have finalised 
it in the coming weeks. This will also apply to transition arrangements. 

Transition- Nursery and Reception 
Mrs Taylor is busy putting a plan together for transition for Nursery children who start in September. In 
terms of new Reception starters, I am organising for a virtual tour to be created and put on the school 
website. We will also hold 2 virtual transition meetings on Zoom for our September Reception parents. 
Provisionally, these will be held on Wednesday 8th July and further details will follow soon. In addition, I 
am hoping that we will be able to arrange for new starters to come into school on an appointment basis 
with 1 adult to see Mrs Bowman and the other staff at the end of the summer holidays. Again, further 
details will follow. 

Transition- Year 1 to Year 6 
The details of new classes will be included in your child’s report if your child currently attends the 
Primary School (including current Reception). In addition, details will be given of an online transition 
meeting for each class. These meetings will be held with the child’s new teacher and will take place 
during the final week of term (week commencing July 13th). 

Digital Interaction 
This week we have had further digital interaction across the Federation, with both Zoom and 
Teams in use. Next week, school sessions will take place at the same time and messages will 
be issued for if there are any changes. In addition, I am delighted that we are holding a trial with 
a small group of Year 3 children on Friday. The following week, we will be looking at trying 
Maths and English activities in Key Stage 2. I have also been looking at how we can record 
content and place this on Teams for access at home. This could be especially useful for 
Foundation subjects and we will be trialling some of this before the end of term. My intention is 
to COVID proof our provision and I am really pleased at how we have progressed with our 
online interaction over the past month. 
Graduation- Nursery and Year 6 
Mrs Taylor is trying out Zoom with further Nursery groups this week and is planning for a 
possible virtual Nursery Graduation. It is important that we mark the end of the Nursery time in 
some way. Not all staff are able to be present in Nursery currently and obviously the majority of 
Nursery pupils are not attending. 
 
For Year 6, their Ox Close adventure is almost at an end. We have had virtual transition 
meetings for all pupils this week, including those who are not attending school. Our current plan 
is to hold a virtual Graduation for Year 6 children on Zoom on Wednesday 15th July. This is a 
day when no Year 6s are in school as it is our deep clean day. 
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