


Carnival of the Animals

We have been listening to Carnival of the Animals 
and using it as inspiration for our dances.

Carnival of the Animals features different 
sections of music. 11 of the sections of 
music each represent a different animal.

How many of the 11 animals can you recall?



Carnival of the Animals

donkey tortoise hen fossil

swan kangaroo lion

cuckoo elephant jungle
birds

fish

These 11 animals or groups of animals are featured 
in Carnival of the Animals.



What Do Kangaroos Do?

In our lesson today, we are going to 
focus on the section of Carnival of the 
Animals that represents kangaroos.

Let's find out more about 
kangaroos and their behaviour.

Watch a short clip showing 
kangaroo behaviour in the 
wild. While you watch, think 
about their actions and the 
way the kangaroos move.



What Do Kangaroos Do?

You might have noticed some of these 
actions or behaviours:

• hopping

• bending forwards

• standing upright

• eating

• digging

• rolling

• swishing 
their tails



Kangaroo Carnival
Listen to this section of music and think about how the 
music represents the actions and the behaviour of kangaroos.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2RPKMJmSp0&t=7m47s


Tempo and Dynamics

There are fast parts of the 
music and much slower parts.

Which of the 
kangaroo actions 
do you think these 
different parts 
could represent?

The tempo of a piece of music is 
the speed of the music.

Music can have a fast or slow 
tempo or somewhere in between.

Listen again to the kangaroo 
section of Carnival of 
the Animals.

Can you identify the different 
tempi in this section?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2RPKMJmSp0&t=7m47s


The faster parts might represent the 
kangaroos hopping or jumping quickly.

Tempo and Dynamics

The slower parts could represent 
times when the kangaroos are 
doing slower, gentler actions, 
like stretching up tall, rolling 
or digging.

The dynamics of your dance will need to 
change when the tempo of the music changes.

In the faster parts, you will dance with 
more speed, energy and force.

In the slower parts, your dance will 
be slower, gentler and maybe lazier.




