


Aim

Starter – look at this picture. 
Come up with 5 questions about it beginning with these words –
Who 
What 
Why
Where 
When



The Ark of the Covenant is first described in the book of Exodus, which 
is the second book of the Torah. Exodus tells how the Israelites, or 
Jews, left slavery in Egypt by putting their trust in God and their 
leader, Moses. Exodus tells of how the Jews spent forty years in the 
desert in search of the Promised Land.



At the foot of Mount Sinai, Moses instructed the Israelites to wash, 
clean and prepare camp. He told them not to follow as he walked up 
the mountain. The Israelites witnessed a great storm cloud that hid 
Moses from sight.



Here, at the summit of Mount Sinai, God spoke to Moses and gave him 
the Ten Commandments. These were the laws or rules that showed the 
Jews the correct way to behave. 

Israel

Do you know any of the 
Ten Commandments? 



What was the Ark?
The Ten Commandments were a covenant or agreement between God 
and the Jews. If they followed the rules and laws He laid down, then 
God would be good to them. To remind the Israelites that He was 
always with them, God instructed Moses to build a tabernacle, which 
was a large tent. Inside this, was placed a wooden chest called the 
Ark. It was here that God told Moses to store the Ten Commandments 
so that wherever they travelled, the law 
would be with them. Ark was 
the most sacred place of all. 



Building the Ark
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The Ark was 
constructed from 
wood and gilded 
entirely in gold.

Four rings of gold were attached to the 
corners and through these, gilded 
wooden staves were slotted so that it 
could be carried.

A golden lid with 
two cherubs was 
placed above the Ark.

Finally, the Ark 
was to be covered 
with a veil. 
Whenever the 
Israelites camped, 
the Ark was to be 
placed in the 
tabernacle.



The Role of the Ark
The Ark would be carried ahead of the travelling Israelites in the 
desert. It was also taken to the battlefield, for example in the Fall of 
Jericho. Ultimately, it represented God’s presence to the Jews. 
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Why is there a gap between 
the priests and the soldiers?

Why would the Israelites 
take the Ark into battle?

Find the priests in the 
picture. What are they 
holding?

What do you think the 
cherubim, or angels, 
represent?



The Ark Today
After many years and numerous events, the Ark was finally placed in 
the temple at Jerusalem. The whereabouts of the Ark remains in 
question. 

The Ark remains a strong symbol in 
Jewish history. Today, the Ark is the 
place in which the Torah Scrolls are 
stored in the synagogue. There is 
often decoration depicting the stone 
tablets of the Ten Commandments, 
which is to act as a reminder of the 
original purpose of the Ark of the 
Covenant.



Can you answer the questions 
about the Ark in your book? 


