
 

 

 

Festive Fun 
Christmas is a special time of year in school and this week has put us well and truly in a 
Christmas mood. Although we have continued to complete end of term assessments, there 
have been a number of very successful Christmas events in school and the community this 
week and we have further events next week too. 

Civic Carol Service 
On Sunday, our Ox Close Songbirds stole the show at the Civic Carol Service at Spennymoor 
Town Hall. I have received several emails which have complimented the children for their 
beautiful singing and last night the Mayor, Cllr. Clive Maddison, echoed those sentiments. The 
children are a credit to the school and I am so proud that we play such an active part in the 
community. I must thank Mrs Simpson and all of the staff and volunteers for giving up their 
time, not only during last Sunday but also during rehearsals.  

Photographs 
Thank you for refraining from taking photographs and videos during the Christmas 
performances. This is due to the fact that some families are unable to give photo consent and 
for very good reason - often safety of the children.  We will also produce some 
photographs as a school and send these home to each child. Thank you for your co-
operation. 

Reception Nativity 
Reception kick started our season of performances on Wednesday and what a start it was. 
The children did an amazing job across both shows and I was so impressed. The evening 
show is important as it gives the maximum opportunity for parents to see the performance. 
Despite the fact that it was 5pm, the turn out from the children was great and those people 
who did take on extra roles did fabulously. It was clear that performing in front of parents was 
so meaningful for the children and I also felt that the children were remarkably settled and 
confident. Well done to them all! I would also like to thank the staff as they have prepared the 
children well and also work so hard to provide the care and guidance which gives the children 
the confidence to stand up and perform. 

Reception Christmas Crafts 
It was also fantastic to see so many parents turn out for our Reception Christmas Crafts event 
on Tuesday. I feel that it is really important to give parents these opportunities and it helps to 
build positive partnerships with parents. Nursery held a similar event yesterday and it was also 
very successful. Miss Smith took lots of photographs of our Reception event and these are 
now on the school website. Thank you for your support.  

Year 3 and 4 Carol Concert 
Yesterday, we were treated to two amazing Carol Concerts at St Paul’s by the children of 
Year 3 and Year 4. The singing was sensational and the solos were breathtaking. Last night 
was so special as the Church looked so pretty in the dark and the atmosphere was terrific. I 
was struck by how happy and confident the children were and how well they spoke, acted and 
conducted themselves, as well as the singing of course. On the morning, I was at Nursery’s 
Christmas Production and Fayre but I heard very good reports from Mrs Harvey. I would like 
to thank the children but also to thank the staff for doing such an amazing job in preparing the 
children and giving them the confidence to not only stand up and perform but also to enjoy it! 
Well done to all concerned. 
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Ox Close Friends 
We are so grateful to Ox Close Friends for their hard work in raising money for the school 
through their Christmas crafts. Thank you to all of the volunteers for their hard work and for 
attending the performances. 

Samson’s Shoes Success 
We were delighted to hear that 5/6P had been successful at the Samson’s Shoes event in the 
Beacon of Light last week. I now have the trophy and we will present this before the end of 
term.  

League Tables 
School Performance League Table information was published this week and the information 
confirms how well Ox Close continues to perform. Our progress measures are amongst some 
of the very highest in the country and this is full credit to the children and staff. I believe that 
Ox Close is an outstanding school and the results would certainly back that up. Of course, 
there is a lot more to provision than results and we will continue to strive to offer a wide 
ranging curriculum, something that we have always been consistent with. It is highly likely that 
OfSTED will visit us soon to follow up last year’s positive inspection and, of course, we will just 
continue to try and do our very best for all of the children.  

Non-Uniform and Christmas Jumper Day 
It was great to see the children and staff entering into the spirit of the Christmas Jumper Day 
today. All funds go to Save the Children, a very fitting cause at this time of year.  

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Jake E, Year1/2 was Erin C, Year 3/4 was Nathan R 
and Ruby B scored highest in Y5/6. Congratulations to them all.  

Family Learning 
Sunderland AFC Foundation are running their popular Family Learning course in our school 
after Christmas. Their representatives will be in school when we have our Year 5/6 morning 
Christmas show and so hopefully some of you will get to meet them.  

School Meal Orders – You can now order meals on Parent Pay up to Easter 2019. 

Attendance Reward 
All pupils who have achieved 100% attendance this term (September to December) will be 
taking part in a cake/biscuit decorating activity on Monday 17th December. If your child is to 
take part in this activity they will have been given a letter to bring home. If possible, could you 
supply a small storage box on Monday for your child to bring their cake/biscuit home in? We 
wish to thank Asda for helping us with this. 

Attendance 

Classes 3/4T and 5/6P had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school 
attendance this year is 96.9% while this week it has been 96.9%. No classes were perfectly 
punctual and 275 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to 
authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County 
protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in 
instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days 
or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and 
then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary 
Years 1 and 2 Christmas Productions Tuesday 18th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Productions Wednesday 19th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 20th December 2018 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 21st December 2018 

School closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for Spring term Monday 7th January 2018, 8.45am 
 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


