
 

 

 

Happy New Year 
I would like to welcome everyone back to school and to wish you all a Happy New Year. I 
hope that you all had a fabulous Christmas. It has been a very busy but successful week and 
a good start to 2019. Best wishes to you all! 

Thank you 
I would like to say thank you to parents and families for the very many kind gifts that were 
given to staff before Christmas. It was a very successful term at the end of a brilliant year for 
Ox Close. The staff work so hard and it is nice that this is acknowledged by parents and 
families, although in no way is it expected! 

Family Learning 
Sunderland AFC Foundation are running their popular Family Learning course in our school 
and held an assembly on Monday. Leaflets were then sent out with the children. The course 
starts on Monday 14th January (1.15-3.15pm) and all those who have returned their forms will 
be able to take part. 

Garages 
We have had reports from residents of some children playing on garage roofs on an evening 
recently. Although this has been in an area close to school, it is not necessarily Ox Close 
pupils who are doing this. Needless to say, it is a safety concern but I am sure that parents 
are fully aware of where the children are playing if they are outside after school. 

Great North Air Ambulance Assembly 
Today we had a very special assembly which was held by representatives from the Great 
North Air Ambulance team. They do such an amazing job and it was fabulous for the children 
to hear all about it. Next week each child will bring home a collection bag which can be filled 
with old clothing etc. and returned to school by 25th January 2019 so that it can be donated to  
the Great North Air Ambulance Charity. 

Tuff Bags in Years 1 and 2 
Just a quick reminder that all children need to bring their tuff bag to school every day with their 
reading book inside it. There are times when your child may be asked to read outside of their 
usual reading day and it is important that they have their reading book in school with them.  
Lost tuff bags can be replaced at a cost of £2 and any lost reading books will be charged at 
£5. Please contact your child’s class teacher if you need any replacements. Thank you. 

League Tables 
School Performance League Table information was published before Christmas and the 
information confirms how well Ox Close continues to perform. Our progress measures are 
amongst some of the very highest in the country and this is full credit to the children and staff. 
I believe that Ox Close is an outstanding school and the results would certainly back that up. 
Of course, there is a lot more to provision than results and we will continue to strive to offer a 
wide ranging curriculum, something that we have always been consistent with. It is highly 
likely that OfSTED will visit us soon to follow up last year’s positive inspection and, of course, 
we will just continue to try and do our very best for all of the children.  

Parking 
Parking is an issue outside of most schools and we would always ask that people park 
responsibly. We have had some complaints from residents with regard to parents parking 
inappropriately, including on grass. I have spoken to the PCSO to ask her to keep an eye on 
parking and would like to ask that everyone continues to park responsibly, with the biggest 
emphasis being upon the safety of the children. Thank you.  
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Additional Flu Catch Up Clinic 
Those children who missed their flu spray in school can call 0300 003 0013 to book an 
appointment for the Catch up Clinic to be held at Spennymoor Leisure Centre on 19th January 
2019, 13.30-16.00. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Henry R, Year1/2 was Ryan L, Year 3/4 was Callum 
Q and Lydia F scored highest in Y5/6. Congratulations to them all.  

Attendance 

Classes RB and 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school 
attendance this year is 97.0% while this week it has been 98.4%. 1 class was perfectly 
punctual and 259 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to 
authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County 
protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in 
instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days 
or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and 
then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary 
EYFS Parent Workshop-Maths Tuesday 22nd January, 9am 

Year 1/2 Great North Museum Trip Wednesday 23rd January 2019 

Class 3/4H Assembly Wednesday 23rd January 2019, 10.15am 

Class 5/6P Assembly Wednesday 30th January 2019, 10.15am 

Adam Bushnell in School w/c Monday February 4th 2019 

Online Safety Week w/c Monday February 4th 2019 

E Safety Parent Workshops (Pauline Stewart, 
DCC) 

Wednesday 6th February AM (times to be 
confirmed) 

Class 1/2C  Assembly Wednesday 13th February 2019, 10.15am 

Ox Close Friends Masquerade Disco Wednesday 13th February 2019, 3.30-4.30pm 
EYFS and KS1, 5-6.30pm KS2 

School closes for half term Friday 15th February 2019 

School re-opens after half term Monday 25th February 2019 

Travelling Book Fair arrives Thursday 28th February 2019 

The Selfish Giant- Image Theatre Thursday 7th March 2019, AM 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 13th March 2019, 10.15am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 19th March 2019, 10.15am (New date) 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-EYFS and KS1 Wednesday 20th March 2019, 9am 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-KS2 Thursday 21st March 2019, 9am 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 25th March 2019 to Wednesday 27th 
March 2019 (3.30-5.30pm) 

Class 3/4T Assembly Wednesday 27th March 2019, 10.15am 

EYFS Mother’s Day Brunch Thursday 28th March 2019 

EYFS Craft Session Monday 1st April 2019, 9-10.30am 

EYFS Craft Session Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 9-10.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 5th April 2019 

School re-opens for Summer term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 
 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


