
 

 

 

Amazing Ox Close 
On Wednesday afternoon, we had a visit from Mr Burke and Mrs Hill, the Headteacher and 
Deputy Headteacher of St Charles RC Primary School. It is always helpful to develop 
partnerships and they were keen to see how we organise things at Ox Close. I know that they 
were really impressed by their visit and that they enjoyed it very much. It was an absolute 
pleasure for me to take them on a tour around the school. Both remarked upon how calm the 
school is and how magnificent the behaviour of the children is. I was also reminded of how 
polite the children are, how many different activities are operated by our Teaching Assistants, 
the sheer quality of the provision of the learning both inside and outside of classrooms and 
how engaged and stimulated that the children were. I have been so busy since we federated 
with the Nursery and being able to stand back and reflect upon our many strengths was so 
useful for me. The dedication of the children and staff is remarkable and I know that everyone 
will continue to work so hard to achieve the very best possible outcomes for the pupils. 

Miss Curry 
We said a fond farewell to Miss Curry yesterday, who is taking up a full time role elsewhere. 
Miss Curry has been covering maternity for Miss Robson this year and did so for Mrs 
Shepherd last year. She is very well regarded at Ox Close and I am sure that she would be 
interested if there are vacancies in the future. I would like to thank Miss Curry for her excellent 
contribution to Ox Close and wish her all the very best in her new challenge. 

Reception Entrance and Parking 
We have had several complaints that some parents are parking on the path immediately 
outside of the gate where Reception enter school. I would request that motorists refrain from 
this as it is dangerous. We will put traffic cones down to mark this area off and we have also 
informed our local PCSO, who makes occasional visits to check upon parking and safety 
outside of the school.  

Year 6 SATs Meeting 
Miss Bowden and Mrs Payne hosted an information evening for Year 6 parents with regards 
to SATs on Wednesday. I know that the meeting was useful and hopefully gave reassurance 
to parents. SATs are statutory and it is important that we prepare the children in the very best 
possible way. Our pure aim is to give the children the very best possible chance to fulfil their 
academic potential but the only pressure and expectation is for the children to do their best. In 
some schools, the curriculum is completely narrowed and the children do nothing other than 
English and Maths in Year 6. Thankfully we have a good balance here and the children have 
always been so calm and prepared by the time they have been tested. Year 6 are working 
hard and doing their best and so I am sure that everything else will take care of itself. Thank 
you to everyone who attended and to Miss Bowden and Mrs Payne for running the meeting. 

Access to Paths 
We have received a complaint from a local resident about the paths being blocked outside of 
school on an afternoon when parents are waiting to pick children up. She has a young child 
and is struggling to make it along the path with her buggy. I am sure that the vast majority of 
parents would exercise common sense and allow her to pass with the buggy. Thank you for 
your consideration.  
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Parental Consultations 
The Parental Consultation evenings for most classes will take place between Monday 25th 
March and Wednesday 27th March. Texts will go out next week which will allow parents to 
book a preferred slot. As mentioned on the last newsletter, the evenings for 1/2C are taking 
place on April 29th and 30th as Miss Robson will be able to provide a full update by then.  

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Jack J, while Eva B triumphed in 1/2. In Key Stage 
2, Caitlin E scored highest in 3/4 and Millie C had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 

Classes RS, 1/2P and 5/6P had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall 
school attendance this year is 97.1% while this week it has been 97.9%. 2 classes were 
perfectly punctual and 128 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is 
termed as persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also 
unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and 
Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices 
must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school 
processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary 
Book Fair Years 3/4 Monday 4th March 2019  

3/4C 1.30-2.00pm 
3/4H 2.00-2.30pm 
3/4T 2.30-3.00pm 

Book Fair Years 1/2 Tuesday 5th March 2019 
1/2C 9.30-10.00am 
1/2P 10.00-10.30am 
1/2CR 11.00-11.30am 

Book Fair Years 5/6 Wednesday 6th March 2019 
5/6P 1.30-2.00pm 
5/6S 2.00-2.30pm 
5/6W 2.30-3.00pm 

The Selfish Giant- Image Musical Theatre Thursday 7th March 2019, am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 13th March 2019, 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 19th March 2019, 10.10am (New date) 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-EYFS and KS1 Wednesday 20th March 2019, 9am 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-KS2 Thursday 21st March 2019, 9am 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 25th March 2019 to Wednesday 27th 
March 2019 (3.30-5.30pm) 

Class 3/4T Assembly Wednesday 27th March 2019, 10.10am 

EYFS Mother’s Day Brunch Thursday 28th March 2019 

EYFS Craft Session – RB Monday 1st April 2019, 9-10.30am 

EYFS Craft Session - RS Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 9-10.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 5th April 2019 

School re-opens for Summer term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 
Parent Consultation Evenings- Class 1/2C Monday 29th April 2019 and Tuesday 30th April 

2019 (3.30-5.30pm) NEW DATES 
 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


