
 

 

 

Team Ox Close 
We have had another very busy week at Ox Close with lots of exciting learning taking place 
both in and outside the classroom. It is great to see the children engaged, motivated and 
working hard in lessons and the staff so enthusiastic about what they are teaching. Well done 
Team Ox Close.  

Spennymoor Young People’s Awards 
Last night, Mrs Simpson and I attended the Spennymoor Young People’s Awards at the Town 
Hall. It was a remarkable event celebrating the achievements of the young people of 
Spennymoor and it was an honour to hear all of their stories. Mr Harrison had nominated the 
Ox Close Performing Arts and Community group for their work in the community, Mrs Simpson 
(who does so much to take the members of the group out into the community), Kate T (for 
Sport) and Millie B (for the School Award). In addition, Poppy W was nominated by an external 
source down to her out of school excellence. It was great to see that Millie B was successful in 
her category and her face was beaming with pride when she collected her award. All who 
were nominated deserve high praise and although we could not take all of the children from 
the groups they were represented by Brooke A, Alfie S, Edie L and Evie S who were all great 
ambassadors for the school. We will ensure that all of the children from the group awards will 
be presented with certificates during an assembly next week.  

Red Nose Day 2019  
Last Friday was a huge success! The children all enjoyed making the different treats with their 
class but I think they will all agree that the best part of the day was visiting the bake sale and 
eating the delicious treats on offer. From the non-school uniform collection and the bake sale, 
we have raised a grand total of £376.18. Thank you all for your generous donations.  

World Autism Awareness Day 
World Autism Awareness Day is on Tuesday 2nd April 2019 and we will be raising awareness 
about autism that week. On Tuesday 2nd April, we would like to invite everyone to attend 
school dressed in blue. There is no need for any donation, we are simply looking to raise 
awareness of the condition. Keep an eye on our website and Facebook page as we will be 
sharing some key information on there too.  

Science Workshops 
We are very lucky to have Mrs Cox and her Science expertise in school. As part of Science 
week, she has worked with all of the children today on a range of different experiments. There 
were lots of amazed faces and excited children - great to see. I am sure they will tell you all 
about what they have been doing if you ask them.  

Ox Close Friends Coffee Mornings 
This week we held 2 successful coffee mornings, which were very well attended. Ox 
Close Friends organised the mornings and I would like to express my thanks to them for their 
help and support of the school. Their fund raising makes a huge difference to what we can 
offer the children. Also, thank you to those that could attend for taking time out of your busy 
schedules - it was great to see families chatting together in school.  

Parent Consultations 
Just a quick reminder that the Parent Consultation evenings for most classes will take place 
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday next week. The only exception to this is the evenings 
for children who have been in Miss Robson’s Maths and English groups. If you have forgotten 
your time then please contact the school office and they will be able to help you. The staff are 
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looking forward to meeting with you all and sharing information about your child’s learning in 
school. 

Class Assemblies 
Next week it is the turn of 3/4T and 5/6S. I know they have been working hard so I am sure 
that we are in for a treat. 5/6S’s assembly will be Tuesday (26th March) and 3/4T on 
Wednesday (27th March). Both will start at 10:10am and parents/carers are welcome to join us 
for refreshments after. We look forward to seeing as many as possible of you there.  

Mothers Day Lunch Reception & Key Stage 1 
If you have booked to come to the Mothers Day Lunch on Wednesday 27th March, Reception 
meals will be served at 11.15am and the sitting for children in Years 1 and 2 starts at 12 noon. 

Easter Activity Week 
We are aware that Easter is late this year however we have still decided to hold our annual 
Easter Activity Week in the final week of term (1st – 5th April). There will be the usual Easter 
Egg Competition, Egg Jarping, Eggs Factor and also the Eggnastics Competition for the 
children to enjoy. A letter has been sent out today with further information.  

New Menu Starts After Easter 
Last week, each child received a copy of the new menu. You can use these at home to help 
you book your child’s choices online using Parent Pay from Easter up to July 2019. If you are 
unable to make your own bookings, please complete the form, circling a Red, Green, Yellow 
or Pink choice for each day, and return it to the school office ASAP. Meals must be booked in 
advance so the cook can pre-order food for the next term. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Katie C, while Lucy G triumphed in 1/2. In Key 
Stage 2, Kaden scored highest in 3/4 and Lily M had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 

Class 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 99.2%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 96.9% while this week it has been 96.8%. No classes were perfectly punctual and 
143 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary 
Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 25th March 2019 to Wednesday 27th March 2019 

(3.30-5.30pm) 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 26th March 2019, 10.10am 

Class 3/4T Assembly Wednesday 27th March 2019, 10.10am 

Mother’s Day Lunch – EYFS and KS1 Wednesday 27th March 2019 

EYFS Mother’s Day Crafts Thursday 28th March 2019 

EYFS Craft Session – RB Monday 1st April 2019, 9-10.30am 

EYFS Craft Session - RS Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 9-10.30am 

Mother’s Day Lunch – Siblings and KS2 Wednesday 3rd April 2019 

School closes for Easter Friday 5th April 2019 

School re-opens for Summer term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Parent Consultation Evenings  
- Miss Robson 

Monday 29th April 2019 and Tuesday 30th April 2019 
(3.30-5.30pm) 

 

A Bowden 

Miss A Bowden 
Interim Head of School 


