
 

 

 

OfSTED Report  
The final report from our recent OfSTED inspection is now available and we have sent a copy 
home tonight. It reads incredibly well and is absolutely full of positives, reflecting many of the 
strengths of our amazing school. I will discuss the detail further in future weeks but hope that 
you find the report useful. Congratulations to the staff and children.  

Class Assemblies 
We have had two fantastic class assemblies this week. On Tuesday, Mrs Shepherd’s class 
gave a fabulous assembly on the planets. The following day, Miss Todd’s class performed 
their assembly on music through different genre and the singing was absolutely top class. As 
ever, both assemblies attracted great support from families. Well done to all of the children 
and staff and thank you to all who attended, especially with so many other events for parents 
in school this week. 

Parent Consultations 
These have been well attended this week, with parents having the valuable opportunity to 
discuss the learning of their child with teachers. This is very important. I hope that everyone 
found it to be a useful experience. Miss Robson is holding hers after Easter (see dates below). 

Mother’s Day Lunch – EYFS and KS1  
These events were an overwhelming success on Wednesday. It was clear to see the 
enjoyment of both the children and the adults alike and it was useful for parents to see lunch 
times and experience the food first hand. I would like to thank our cook Karen and her team in 
the kitchen for their fantastic commitment with this event. They did an amazing job. Thanks 
also go to Miss Bowden for her supreme organisation and to the office staff for their support in 
making the event a success. I spoke to several parents who asked about Father’s Day lunch. I 
am delighted to say that, following the success of Wednesday, we are looking to offer a similar 
activity when it is Father’s Day.  

Mother’s Day Lunch – KS2 and Siblings 
If you have booked to come to the Mother’s Day Lunch on Wednesday 3rd April. Siblings’ 
meals will be served at 11.30am, the sitting for children in Years 3 and 4 starts at 12.30 and 
Years 5 and 6 starts at 12.55pm. 

Erasmus 
Wednesday was an incredibly busy day in school as we also hosted teachers from across 
Europe as part of the Nursery’s Erasmus project. Miss L Smith did a superb job in organising 
everything from the school’s point of view. The visitors saw learning in Reception and Nursery 
and Reception also performed some songs for them in the hall. In the evening, many of our 
staff stayed at school and enjoyed an incredible night. Karen and her team in the kitchen were 
outstanding and I am so grateful to them for staying behind and helping, especially after an 
already busy day. Their dedication will not be forgotten and I know that the visitors had 
enjoyed their food by the time they left at 10pm. Mr Cooper was an able assistant in the 
kitchen and it was all hands on deck! Mr Woods and his friend, Mark, offered superb musical 
entertainment, Mr Shepherd provided a superb quiz and Mrs Harvey taught many how to do 
Maypole Dancing. All in all, it was a true success which really helped to enhance the 
reputation of the school. It also underlined the magnificent team ethos which is in place at Ox 
Close. 
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Reception Mother’s Day Crafts 
Another example of parents having the opportunity to come into school was yesterday when 
Reception parents and families visited to work with their children on Mother’s Day crafts. 
Again, the turnout was impressive and a good time was had by all. The outcomes in 
Reception was very strong in our OfSTED report and the high level of engagement with 
families is one key reason.  

Easter Activity Week 
I am sure that the children will enjoy the Easter activities that we have planned for next week. 
They will still be working but it is good for them to have the opportunity to be creative and to 
have fun after a very busy Spring term. There will be the usual Easter Egg Competition, Egg 
Jarping, Eggs Factor and also the Eggnastics Competition for the children to enjoy. Please 
remember the hard boiled eggs on Monday.  

World Autism Awareness Day 
World Autism Awareness Day is on Tuesday 2nd April 2019 and we will be raising awareness 
about autism that week. On that day we would like to invite everyone to attend school dressed 
in blue. There is no need for any donation, we are simply looking to raise awareness of the 
condition. Keep an eye on our website and Facebook page as we will be sharing some key 
information on there too.  

New Menu Starts After Easter 
Each child received a copy of the new menu a few weeks ago. You can use these at home to 
help you book your child’s choices online using Parent Pay from Easter up to July 2019. If you 
are unable to make your own bookings, please complete the form, circling a Red, Green, 
Yellow or Pink choice for each day, and return it to school on Monday. Meals must be booked 
in advance so the cook can pre-order food for the next term. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Jacob B, while Leo H. triumphed in 1/2. In Key 
Stage 2, Mateo A scored highest in 3/4 and Edie L had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance Rewards 
Well done to our pupils who have achieved 100% attendance this term. All of our 100% 
attenders will receive their Golden Tickets next week and take part in some special reward 
activities. 

Attendance 

Classes RB and 3/4T had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school 
attendance this year is 97% while this week it has been 96.5%. One class was perfectly 
punctual and 166 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to 
authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County 
protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in 
instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days 
or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and 
then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary 
EYFS Craft Session – RB Monday 1st April 2019, 9-10.30am 

EYFS Craft Session - RS Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 9-10.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 5th April 2019 

School re-opens for Summer term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Parent Consultation Evenings  
- Miss Robson 

Monday 29th April 2019 and Tuesday 30th April 2019 
(3.30-5.30pm) 

 

D Harrison 

Mr D Harrison 
Executive Headteacher 


