
 

 

 

Thank you everyone for a successful term 
It has been an incredible and very eventful term at Ox Close. OfSTED visited, which is always 
a major event in the life of every school. We received European visitors and were very active 
in the community. However, there are a few things which really stick in my mind as I reflect 
upon the term. The Ox Close children are sensational and they have shone brightly 
throughout the term, both in school and out of school. It was pleasing that this was also 
acknowledged in the Spennymoor Young Peoples Awards. Another very prominent feature 
this term has been the sheer number of opportunities for parents to come into school and our 
parents are so supportive. As strategic lead for the Federation, parental engagement is a key 
priority as we seek to develop the closest possible partnerships between school and home. I 
am so grateful to parents and families for the way in which they support the school and work 
with us to promote the best possible outcomes for the children. Finally, I must pay great tribute 
to the staff at Ox Close. They are a brilliant, dedicated team and they pulled together 
magnificently at OfSTED and for the Erasmus visit. However, they show this level of 
dedication every day and I am very proud to employ such an amazing team of people. Thank 
you to everyone and have a fantastic Easter break.  

Lexia - Years 1 and 2 
Lexia club will not recommence until the second week of term; week beginning Monday 
29th April. Children have been reassessed and as a result there will be some changes to the 
children who will be invited to attend these sessions.  If it is felt your child would benefit from 
taking part in the Lexia programme during the summer term Mrs Phillips will send out a letter 
during the first week back after Easter to invite them along to the sessions. Lexia has had a 
huge impact so far this year and I am sure that this will continue to be the case in the summer 
term. 

Reading Challenge 
We love reading at Ox Close and encourage the children to share books that they have 
enjoyed with each other. Over Easter, if you have enjoyed a book then we would love it if you 
could write a review of that book to share with children after the holidays. We will display the 
book reviews on our special board. Book reviews can be brought in to school after the 
holidays or alternatively can be emailed to oxcloseprimary@durhamlearning.net. 

Reception Class Homework 
On Wednesday 24th April between 3pm and 3.30pm Reception will display any homework 
brought in from this term in the studio/hall. Parents can come in and look between those 
times.  

School Uniform 
A polite reminder that children should be wearing black shoes for school - we have noticed 
lots of brightly coloured shoes over the last couple of weeks.  
Also, please remember that you can order uniform at any point during the school year. Our 
supplier Cre8ive Graphics is based in Peel Street in Bishop Auckland. Uniform can be ordered 
in person, by telephone on 01388 664097 or via the website:  
https://ox-close.cre8ivegraphics.co.uk/ 

Erasmus 
It was interesting to talk to the teachers from the European countries and they were very 
impressed with the children, the school and the facilities which we have at Ox Close. Jayne 
Smith instigated the project and it was lovely to work with her last week. The idea is that these 
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projects should benefit the learning of the children and we will consider future involvement 
when this cycle has finished.  

Easter Activity Week 
This week has been a very different one in school, with a whole host of Easter activities taking 
place. It is fair to say that the children and staff have really enjoyed these activities and I am 
sure that they will remember many of these experiences and look back fondly upon them in 
years to come. Egg decorating and egg jarping are always popular, while the Eggs Factor 
would be one of the favourite events of the year in the eyes of the children. Georgia C won the 
egg jarping, with Katie, Ruby Mae and Amelia from Reception winning the Eggs Factor. Egg 
decorating winners are listed below. 
Aria H RB Katie C RS  
Alice B 1/2P Isaac J 1/2R Luca N 1/2CR 
Laila D 3/4H Lucy W 3/4C Tommy H 3/4T 
Emily T 5/6P Alana K 5/6W Skye R 5/6S 
Egg winners and runners up are now on the school website. Well done to everyone! 

Eggnastics 
Special thanks go to Mrs Simpson for organising a wonderful Eggnastics Gymnastics 
competition this week. We clearly have some very talented gymnasts. Well done to everyone 
for competing so well. 

May 2nd - Nursery Breakfast and After School Club Cancelled 

Nursery has been designated as a polling station for the local elections of May 2nd, which 
means that the Breakfast and After School Club provision won’t be available on that day. 
Apologies for any inconvenience.  

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Andrew F, while Denver E triumphed in 1/2. In Key 
Stage 2, Ava G scored highest in 3/4 and Millie B had the most points in 5/6. 

New Menu Starts after Easter 
During the holidays please remember to book meals for your child online using Parent Pay 
from 23rd April up to July 2019. Thank you to those who have already booked.  

Attendance Rewards 
Well done to the 162 pupils who achieved 100% attendance this term. Children in RB and RS 
made Easter nest cakes this week to celebrate their achievement. 100% attenders from the 
other classes took part in Easter craft activities. RB were the best attenders this term overall.  
All pupils with 100% attendance have been given their Golden Tickets today.  

Attendance 

Class 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 99.2%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 96.9% while this week it has been 94.5%. No classes were perfectly punctual and 
541 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary 
School re-opens for Summer term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Parent Consultation Evenings  
- Miss Robson 

Monday 29th April 2019 and Tuesday 30th April 2019 
(3.30-5.30pm) 

D Harrison 

Mr D Harrison 
Executive Headteacher 


